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7 bodies found in Nile boat tragedy 

CAIRO (R) — Divere have retrieved ai least seven 
bodies from the cabins of a capsized Nile River boat 
and were s^hing, on Saturday for some 14 more 
missing foreign tourists and Egyptian crew, diplomats 
. i^aid ‘Trogmen are searching the .ship under the water 
4 > ^el, cabin by cabin,” Czech Ambassador Bratislav 
^Vachale told Reuters. The boat, carryin? mostly 
■Czech and Slovak tourists, tipped over in a freak 
Sonn on the Nile about 5S0 kilometres south of Cairo 
on Thursday. They were making the popular trip from 
Aswan to Luxor, passing by the pharaonic temples of 
Kom Ombo, Edfu and Esoa. An Interior Ministry 
statement said the bodies of six foreigners had been 
retrieved from the grounded Amira Jihan crui.se boat. 
It listed four Czechs and two Slovaks but did not men- 
tion one Polish woman, Iren Szendziolorz, who also 
died, according to a Polish diplomat. 
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Palestinians released from Talha centre 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Six Palestinians have been 
released from a Kuwaiti deportation centre where 
they were held for up to five years unable to find 
anther host country, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (1CRC) said Saturday. "One year ago 
we requested the release of six Palestinians from the 
Ministry of Interior,” on ICRC representatve told 
AFP. ‘•They have been released, all of them, in the 
course of the year.. The three last ones were released 
very recently,” the representative said, adding that the 
fin^ release took place last week. The Palestinians 
were held in Talha deportation centre for between 
two and five years, but could not be deponed because 
they did not have a passport and no other country 
would accept them, sources close to the case said. 
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Abbas briefs 
King on status 
of negotiations 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday was briefed on 
the recent developments 
on the Palestinian-lsraeli 
negotiations on Israeli 
deployment in Hebron 
by Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) exec- 
utive conunittee member 
Mahmoud Abbas. The 
King, during the meeting 
held at the residence of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, reiterat- 
ed Jordan’s support for 
the Palestinians. Mr 
Abbas said he was opti- 
mistic that an agreement 
on Hebron would be 
reached soon. 

Syria: Economic 
ties with Jordan 
are improving 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — 
Syrian Deputy Prime Min- 
ister For ^onomic Affaris 
S alim Yassin said Saturday 
Jordanian-Syrian econoiaic 
relations were improving 
and that trade between the 
two sides was also on the 
rise. Mr Yassin, who was 
addressing a press confer- 
ence, called for • further 
improvement in bilato:al 
ties. 

Hamas member 
killed while woridng 
on bomb 

OCCUPY Jerusalem 

(AFP) — A Palestinian 
was killed in the West 
Bank Saturday when a 
bomb he was working on 
exploded, an Israeli miU- 
taiy official said. Moham- 
Kmeil, 34, a member 
of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), was 
tom to pieces by the explo- 
sion in the back of his 
bouse in Kabatiya in the 
north of the West Bank. 
The man was transferred to 
a hospital in Jenin, where 
he was declared dead. 

HizboUah accuses 
Israel of 
bomb attack 

TYRE (AP7) — The Iran- 
ian-backed HizboUah said 
on Saturday that it had 
foiled an attempt by Israel 
to IdU one of its military 
leaders with a bomb planted 
in his car. A spokeman for 
die group told AJFP that “an 
explosive of 10 kilo- 
grammes of TNT planted 
by Israeli commandos” was 
(Uscovered in the unidenti- 
fred official's car in the vil- 
lage of Sammaiyefa, a 
HizboUah stronghold near 
Tyre. Hiz^Ilah fighters 
evacuated the population 
and attempted to defuse the 
bomb, but it was finally 
exploded without causing 
. any casualties, the 
spokesman said. 

2 sentenced 
to death ' 
m Algiers 

ALGIERS (AFP) — An 
Algerian court has sen- 
tenced two people to death 
in. absentia and jailed 31 
Others for killing former 
Irime minister, Kasdi 
Merbah in 1993, APS news 
agency reported Saturday, 
luring &e three-day trial 
. atTizi Ouzou, which ended 
f’iiday, 47 suspects were in 
ihe box but two others were 
stiD at large. The court 
handed down 3 1 prison 
sentences of between 12 
and 'thiee years. Sixteen 
pendants were acquitted, 
htcibah was prime minismr 
ih l98g-S9. HewaskiUed. 
aged 53, by an armed 
£ti}tip at Bofdj Al Bahri in 
August 1993. His brother, 
his son and two body' 
guards also (Ued in the 

attack. 


Israel seeks to maintain 
status quo — Kabariti 

Prime minister visits Baqaa camp, reaffirms 
Jordan !y continued support for Palestinians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabarti accused Israel on 
Saturday of impeding an 
agreement on its long-over- 
due withdrawal from the 
West Bank town of Hebron. 

Israel *'is still manoeu- 
vring to change its agree- 
ment (with the Palestini- 
ans), to consolidate the sta- 
tus quo (in the Paiestioians 
territories, and abort the 
struggle of a free people 
that has lasted for a centu- 
ry,” Mr. Kabariti said. 

Addressing a public rally 
held at Baqaa refugee 
camp, where he inaugurat- 
ed a new premises for 


Yaimouk Sports Club, Mr. 
Kabariti said Jordan would 
continue to support the 
Palestinian National 

Auiliority (PNA) and the 
Pale.stinian people in their 
struggle. 

"Jordan's commitment to 
suppon the Palestinian 
brothers is a principled 
stand for Jordan and its 
leadership,” added the 
prime minister. The King- 
dom .stood firmly behind 
“the struggle of the Pales- 
tinian leadership in the 
face of (Israel's) attempts to 
amend the agreement on 
the withdrawal from 
Hebron and the rest of the 


Palestinian lands.” he said. 

“We are determined to 
continue our support for 
the Palestinians in their 
drive to determine their 
future and to establish their 
independent Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its 
capital, Mr. Kabariti said. 

Noting that the negotia- 
tions on Hebron have been 
dragging for long, the 
prime minister said: ‘The 
aim of procrastination is to 
drive despair into the heart 
of die Palestinian people 
but the Palestinians will not 
despair. The (Israeli) plan 

(Continued on page 12) 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti on Saturday opens a new premises for 
Yarmook Sports Club at Che Baqaa refugee camp (Petra photo) 


Panels to expedite 
release of prisoners 
under Royal amnesty 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has set up two com- 
mittees to study Che cases of 
detainees who could be 
freed under an amnesty 
declared by His Majesty 
King Hussein and the 
process would not coke 
"long,” government offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

Addressing the press after 
a regular cabinet session. 
Justice Minister Abdul 
Karim Dughml said a min- 
isterial committee would 
lay down the criteria that 
qualify prisoners for 
release under the Royal 
amnesty announced last 
week. 

A technical committee 
will study every case indi- 
vidually on the basis of the 
criteria laid down by the 
ministerial panel, Mr. 
Dughmi said. 

The minister declined to 
give anv estimated number 
of prisoners who qualify 
for release but said the 
commiaees will study the 
case of about 1,200. 

Many who have served 
part of their sentences, 
except in cases of capital 
crimes, are expected to be 
freed, while convicted of 
undermining national secu- 
rity would not qualify for 
the amnesty. 

Mr. Du^mi said those 
under trial and violators of 
traffic regulations would 
also not be covered by the 
amnesty 

The rainistenal commit- 
tee will group the minister 
of awqaf and Islamic 
affairs, the minister of state 
for prime ministry affairs 
and the minister of 
administrative ■ develop- 
ment The technical com- 
mittee will include the sec- 


retary general of the Interi- 
or Ministry, the Amman 
prosecutor general, the 
Amman governor and rep- 
resentatives of the Public 
Security Deponent the 
military security depart- 
ment and the General 
Intelligence Department. 

The recommendations of 
the technical committee 
will be presented to the 
ministerial panel, which in 
turn will present them to 
King Hussein. Mr. Dughmi 
told the briefing at the 
prime ministiy. “The 
process will not take long,” 
he said. 

During Saturday's ses- 
sion, the Council of Minis- 
ters listened to a report by 
Minister of Industiy and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb 
about the outcome of i^t 
week's Middle East and 
North Africa economic 
conference held in Cairo 
and the Jordanian delega- 
tion’s activities there. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb also 
briefed the council on the 
meetings the Jordanian del- 
egation held with the Israeli 
team on prospects of 
expanding the scope of 
duty-f^e trade between 
the two sides as well as 
trade between Jordan and 
the West Bank. 

Also addressing the press 
briefing. Minister of Infor- 
mation Marwan Muasher 
smd Jordan welcomed a 
decision by U.S. president 
to name Jordan as a major 
non-North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) ally 
of the United States 

He described the decision 
as very important as it 
would help modernise the 
Jordanian Armed Forcc.s 
adding that the decision 
was also significant 

(Continued on page -12) 


Mubarak 
warns Israel 
against 
another war 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak has 
warned Israel against launch- 
ing a war with Arab states 
saying that it would be mak- 
ing "the biggest mistake of its 
life." 

"Don't believe all the talk 
about a war between Israel 
and Syria or a new Israeli- 
Arab war," Mr. Mubarak told 
the editors of Egyptian 
dailies in remarks published 
Saturday. 

"Israel would be making 
the biggest mistake of its life 
if it launched another war 
because we would not stand 
by with our arms crossed and 
the situation could deterio- 
rate in a dangerous way," he 
said. ‘The choice of peace is 
irreversible," the Egyptian 
leader continued- “There is 
no alternative to peace and 
the continuation of the peace 
process based on the princi- 
ples of the Madrid confer- 
ence and respect for agree- 
ments already reached" 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians. 

The Egyptian leader has 
urged Israel on a number of 
occasions to carry out the 
troop wiihdrawtU from the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
which was due to have l>een 
completed in March. 

Assad: Peace for land 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad on Saturday expressed 
his desire to work towards 
peace while preserving Arab 
lands and their rights. “Peace 
allows the creation of an ade- 
quate climate for economic 
and social development and 
we are .struggling for a peace 
which must be fair and louil, 
without U.S. selling off even 
an inch of our land nor any of 
our rights," he said in a mes- 
sage published Saturday by 
the Syrian press. 



Israeli soldiers patrol the market in central Hebron on Saturday as Palestinian boys wait for business with their push carts. 
Additional Israeli security forces have been deployed in the West Bank town prior to an expected long-delayed Israeli troop 
redeployment (Reuters photo.) 

Arafat accuses Israel of pursuing policy of 
extremism, delays to undermine peace deals 


OCCUPIED ffiRUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Yasser Arafat, 
marking the eighth anniver- 
sary of the Palestinian decla- 
ration of independence, 
accused Israel on Saturday of 
pursuing a policy of '‘extrem- 
ism and delays” to undermine 
existing peace agreeniens. 

Six weeks of Israeli-Pales- 
linian talks over a long- 
delayed Israeli troop pullout 
from most of the West Bank 
town of Hebron have pro- 
duced no agreement. Other 
Israeli-Paiestinian peace talks 
have been frozen since Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu took office in 
June. 

‘The Israeli government is 
trying to deny the whole 
peace process, and tries to 
destroy it through its policy 
of extremism and delays 
which it practices in an 
attempt to abandon accords 
signed in Cairo, Washington 
and in Taba," Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Meanwhile, Israel 

announced Saturday it would 
further ease a closure 
imposed on the West Bank 
and Gau Strip and allow 
thousands of Palestinian 
labourers, married and over 
the age of 30. to reach jobs in 
Israel. 

As of 4:(X) a.m. (0200 
GMT) Sunday. 8.230 workers 
and merchants from the West 


Bank and another 7.230 from 
the Gaza Strip would be 
allowed to enter Israel, the 
Israeli army spokesman's 
office said. 

Last week Israel issued per- 
mits to some 33,000 Pales- 
tinians to enter Is^l. 

Most Palestinian workers 
have been barred from enter- 
ing Israeli territory since a 
series of suicide bombing 
attacks killed 63 people in 
February and March. Before 
then. 60.000 Palestinians had 
permits to work in Israel. 

In the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Palestinians celebrated 
for the third consecutive day 
the statehood declaration 
made by Mr. Arafat in 
Algiers on Nov. 13.1988. 

'The state won recognition 
by more than 100 countries. 

"Concerning redepfoymem 
from Hebron. Israel's govern- 
ment is facing us with its 
intransigence and delaying 
tactics.” Mr. Arafat said in a 
speech broadcast by Palestin- 
ian radio and television. 

"In the beginning, they tried 
to renegotiate the whole 
issue, but we flatly rejected 
that on the basis tiiat it consti- 
tutes a setback to the agree- 
ments and a dangerous, unac- 
ceptable precedent." 

Mr. Netanyahu wants to 
alter the accord signed by the 
previous Labour govemmeuL 
He demands more safeguards 


for 420 militant Jewish set- 
tlers in heavily guarded 
enclaves in the middle of 
Hebron's 120,000 Arab resi- 
dents. 

Mr. Arafat said Mr. 
Netanyahu's policies were 
endangering the entire peace 
process. 

Mr. Arafat wants the 
Hebron pact implemented as 
signed but said he was willing 
to discuss implementation of 
(he accord. 

•'We accepted to discuss 
some practical security 
details which would secure 
redeployment in a bener way. 
but every time w'e reached 
good results that would start 
the process, they backtracked 
and pushed things back to 
square one,” he said. 

‘The declaration of inde- 
pendence was not a radio 
statement, it was the first step 
and the first foothold over the 
beloved soil of our homeland, 
over our beloved Palestine, 
with Jerusalem as the capital 
of the Palestinian state, and 
that's the way it is whether 
they (Israelis) like it or nou" 
he said. 

The night skies of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip were lit 
by fireworks and thousands 
of Palestinians flocked to 
events maiking indepen- 
dence. On Saturday Palestin- 
ian troops and police paraded 
in such gathering points as 


Belhlehem’s Manger Square. 

Palestinians also appealed 
to the United States and Rus- 
sia to use their influence to 
get Israel to conclude an 
accord on the Israeli wiih- 
drawolfrom Hebron. 

Washington and Moscow 
must "assume their responsi- 
bilities before the situation 
on the ground becomes 
uncontrollable because of 
Israeli obstinacy." the Pales- 
tinian Naionol Authority and 
the Executive Commiiiee of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) said in a 
statement after a weekly 
meeting. 

The two bodies reiterated 
iheii refusal to renegotiare the 
accord on the withdrawal of 
the Israeli army from Hebron, 
according to the statement 
published by the Palestinian 
agency WAFA. 

"(Israel) is putting the nego- 
tiations taking place on 
Hebron in a continuing crisis 
because of its insistence on 
renegotiating the accord 
rather than respecting it to the 
letter." die statement said. 

The two organisations also 
appealed to the international 
community to ask the Israeli 
government to lift its closure 
of the Palestinian territories, 
saying the policy was threat- 
ening "even the e.\istence" 
of die peace process. 


10% cut planned in prices 
of bread, official discloses 


By Dominic Evans 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordon plans 
to cut bread prices by 10 
per cent by the end of the 
year, cashing in on a weak 
world grain market to soft- 
en price hikes in August 
which sparked unrest, an 
official said on Saturday. 

Adnoo Odeh. director of 
trade at the Ministry of 
Supply, said the govem- 
mem aimed to cm the price 
of bread, the main food for 
millions of poorer Jordani- 
ans, by 20 fils to 160 fils 
per kilo, or 200 fils for 
bread made from higher 
quality flour. 

“We would expect prices 
to stay at this level through- 
out next year,” Mr. Odeh 
told Reuters. He said the 
proposed prices, yet to he 
formally endorsed by the 
government, were lecom- 
mended by a ninisrry 
study. 

The price cut could be 
implemented as soon as 


wheat which Jordan bought 
in an international tender 
last month found its way 
into local markets, Mr. 
Odeh added. 

Jordan, following advice 
from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), vir- 
tually doubled bread prices 
overnight in August to slash 
its bill for subsidies as 
world grain prices reached 
record highs. 

Its mode.st compen.sadon 
offer to the most needy 
failed to prevent the worst 
outbreak of unrest in the 
impoverished south since 
riots in 1989, also sparked 
by price rises. 

King Hussein declared a 
general amnesty on Tues- 
day for detainees arrested 
over the protests and 
instructed Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti to 
review bread prices in light 
of the lower grain costs. 

Jord.'in bought 150.000 
tonnes of wheat last month 
which is due lo be delivered 
in three separate loK in 


November, December and 
January. At $164.90 per 
tonne, it w'as 40 per cent 
cheaper than prices just six 
months ago. 

Mr. Odeh said the govern- 
ment could not pass on to 
consumers all the savings 
in purchase costs because it 
still had to pay for wheat 
storage in silos, transport 
from the southern port of 
Aqaba and distribution 
around the country. 

Officials say the govem- 
ment, as part of its wider 
overhaul of the subsidies 
programme, is trying to 
encourage private sector 
traders to import grain. 

But most Jordanian 
importers have no storage 
or distribution facilities to 
compete with the goveni- 
mem and say they are 
unwiliin? to launch into 
major purchases until the 
government clarifie.s its 
plans for liberalisation of 
imports and sales prices. 


Iraq: U.S. 
splitting 
hairs over 
sanctions 


ROME (R) — Iraq said on 
Saturday it had destroyed 
oil weapons that needed to 
be desux>yed and accused 
the United States of delib- 
erately seeking to prolong 
U.N.-imposed trade sanc- 
tions against Baghdad. 

"We believe we have 
abided by all our commit- 
ments to the (U.N..) Securi- 
ty' Council," Iraqi ^^cc- 
I^sident Taha Mohieddin 
Ma'rouf said at the World 
Food Summit. 

He told a news confer- 
ence there was no reason 
for the sanctions, imposed 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in 1990, to continue and 
said they hud driven his 
country into poverty. 
“Food should not be used 
as a weapon." he said. 

He said the United States. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Bulgarian 
killed in 
Algeria 


ALGIERS (AP) — A Bul- 
garian national has been 
killed in Algeria, state tele- 
vision reported Saturday. 
He was the latest victim in 
an upsurge of violence in 
the country where an 
Islamic insurgency has 
been underway for nearly 
five years. 

The tele\'ision. citing 
security forces, said only 
that a 56>year-old Bulgari- 
an was assassinated Friday 
night near the Bainem for- 
est just west of the capital 
city of Algiers. 

Further information, 
including the victim's iden- 
tity, was not immediately 
available. 

The Bulgarian was the 
first foreigner killed in the 
new wave of violence 
marked by massacres of 
entire families. Foreigners 
ha\'e been top targets of.the 
insurgency in the past. At 
least US foreigners have 
been killed since 1992. 

The upsurge in killings 
comes sdiead of a referen- 
dum on a constitutional 
revision set for Nov, 28 
that would outlaw political 
parties based on language 
or religion. Some opposi- 
tion parries reject the pro- 
posal by President Liamine 
Zerouai who is trying to 
eliminate key opponents 
ahead of planned 1^7 leg- 
islative elections. 

The Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA). the most rad- 
ical of e.xtremist groups 
Fighting the army-backed 
regime, has in the past 
taken responsibility for the 
killing of foreigners. A 
French Roman Catholic 
bishop assassinated in 
August was the last for- 
eigner known killed in 
Algeria. Seven French 
monks were beheaded in 
May. 

virp' Earlier (this iveelc armed 
men dr^^/^^ in., security 
uniforms ^massacred 18 

•iL.imember$— oT one family. 
The Armed Islamic Group, 
which seeks to install a 
government based on its 
version of Islamic law. 
claimed responsibility for 
the slayings. It was the sec- 
ond report in two days of a 
family mo.ssacred. Both 
massacres occurred south 
of .Algiers in the region of 
Blida. 

Violence blamed on 
armed groups has left at 
least 111 civilians dead 
since Nov. 1 alone. Many 
people have fled the coun- 
tiyside into cities for fear 
of further violent attacks. 

An estimated 50.000 peo- 
ple have been killed since 
the start of the \ iolence. 

The insurgency in Alge- 
ria began in January- 1992 
after Ihe army cancelled 
legislative elections the 
Islamic Salvation Front 
was poised to win. The 
front was then banned. Its 
top leaders arc jailed or in 
exile. 
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INDEPENDENCE DECL.ARATION: Palestinian girls let loose white doves during celebrations in Gaza on Saturday mark- 
ing the eighth anniversary of the Palestinian declaration of independence, Palestinian Pr»ident Y'asser Arafau who pro- 
claimed statehood in Algiers on Nov. 15, 1988, said on Saturday that Israel was delaying iLs Hebron pullout in an attempt to 
abandon accords it has signed with the Palestinians fReuters photo) 


Families flee Kabul as Taleban and 
foes prepare for new round of war 


KABUL (AP) — Against the backdrop of the occasional 
burst of antiaircraft fire Saturday, Taleban troops dug 
trenches and redeployed weapons in preparation for more 
war. 

The distant thud of artillery echoed over the half-empty 
streets of the war-guned capital awash in a vvarm winter 
sun. 

Many residents of this shattered city, fearing more fight- 
ing. were preparing lo leave. 

am afraid of another bitter war for Kabul, so I've sent 
my children away.” said Mohammad, a 5 1 -year-old history 
professor. 

Taleban rulers, imposing their harsh version of Islam, 
have shut all the schools for girls and banned women teach- 
efs fnyrfi' working, which has meant that many boys schools 
also have remained closed. 

That has been bad news for Moi^mad. whose school 
hasn't reopened and he hxs been force^t^join hundreds of 
poor children and elderly begging on the streets for food or 
work. 

"My vvife and I decided to stay in our home, we don't 
have much to loo.se anyway.” Mohammad muttered. 

In recent day.s there has been the occasional exchange of 
artillery and infantry fir\? northwest of Kabul, where the 
frontline shifts back and fonh. 

Last week Taleban troops repulsed a major offensive by 
northern warlord Rashid Dostum and ousted militoiy chief 
Ahmed Shah Mossood. 

The ground assault was supported by several jet fighters, 
said Omar, a Taleban soldier commanding a 122 millimc- 
ler-calibre Howitzer. 

Omar, who goes by a single name, said the assault was 


repelled arid the anti-Taleban alliance lost a few kilometres 
of ground. 

As he spoke Taleban artillery pounrkd the htll.s at least 
three kilometres beyond the old ft\>ntline. 

"We are fighting tike lions, wc pushed vHir enemy away." 
said Mohammad Tahar. another Taleban fighter. 

Ail attempts by U.N. oftictals to start peace talks have 
failed. 

The Taleban movement of fom^r Islamic students and 
clerics, appeared nearly three years ago in southern Kanda- 
har. They met no serious resistance in a country maimed by 
anarchy, warlords and bandits. 

On Sept. 27. Taleban captured Kabul from Mr. Massood. 
w'ho had been shoring up the mgime of President 
<'6urbonuddin Rahbani. 

, in recent, .weeks new- fronts have opened w&st. of, the cap- 
ital in Badghis and Herat provinces, roughly 620 kilome- 
tres away. 

On Friday Dostum jets bombed a Taleban-held airport in 
Herat but no casualties were reported. 

On Saturday, Taleban troops were digging new trenches 
and artillery positions north of Kabul. 

Russian-made armoured vehicles and rocket-launchers 
rumbled towards the front-iine. 

There are some in Kabul who believe the nonhcni anii- 
Tulcbun alliance will use the winter to minini a major offen- 
sive against the Taleban. 

.Mo.sl Taleban fighters, who belong to Afghiinisiun's 
majority Pashruns. come from the warmer south and are not 
used to fighting in harsh winter cnndilinns unlike General 
Dostum's troops, many of whom arc northern Tajiks and 
Uzbeks. 


Italy to open interests section office in Baghdad in December 


BAGHDAD (.AFPi — 
Italy is in open in Decem- 
ber on intere.sis .section 
ofllce in Baghdad for the 
first lime since Iraq broke 
off ofTicial ties during the 
1991 Gulf war. diplomatic 
sources said Saturday. 

Four Italian diplomats 
arrived tn Baghdad earlier 
this month to run the 
office, which will be locat- 


ed in the Hungarian 
embavs). and have already 
had a series of meetings 
with Iraqi officials, the 
diplomatic sources said. 

The Italian delegation, led 
by embassy advi.scr Cesiuc 
Ragagiini. left Baghdad 
for Rome for a brief visit 
before beginning their 
otficial duties in Iraq. 
Baghdad broke off dipl<*- 


maiic relations with Rome 
during the Gulf war. when 
Ifaly took pari in the nmlii- 
naiionoi coalition led by (he 
United Slates tlwi dmve 
Iraqi ir«x»p.s from Kuwait. 

.A delegation from the 
Italian Foreign AlTairs Min- 
istry went lo Baghdad in 
February to inspect the Ital- 
ian embasss. cloved since 
diplomatic relations were 


cut off. 

France opened an micr- 
esLv section i.iffice in Bagh- 
dad in March IW.S. while 
Spam has sent an embiissv' 
anaclK' to the iniqi capiiuL 
The I'nitcd .Stales opened 
an interests section olViec in 
B.ighdad at the end of the 
Gulf war in Febniary |Wl 
and it is directed by a Pol- 
ish diplomat. 
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Iranian 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


press urges 
action 
against 
Germany 


UAE to donate $164 m for Palestinian housing 




TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
media on Saturday urged the 
government to reialiaie 
against Germany after daints 
by Berlin prosecutors that the 
country's leadership operated 
a ‘'death machine” which 
orchestrated the 1992 mur- 
ders of political opponents in 
Berlin. 

Newspapers said Tehran 
should lake action over alle- 
gations that Germany, its 

closest European trading 

partner, supplied Iraq with 
chemical weapons during its 
eight year war with Iran. 

"The Iranian judiciary 

should not hesitate to file a 
lawsuit against Getmun 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
other German officials who 
were involved in supplying 
Imq with chemic:il 

weapons." wrote the conserv- 
ative English-language 
newspaper the Tehran Times. 

On Friday. Chief Justice 
Ayatollah Mohammad Vazdi 
said his offices were com- 
pleting a "hefty file" for legal 
proceedings against Ger- 
many for supplying Iraq with 
chemical weapons during the 
1980-88 war. 

Relations between the two 
countries have been soured 
by German prosecutors' alle- 
gations that Iran’s spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei ordered the mur- 
ders of four opposition Iran- 
ian Kurd.v in Berlin in Sep- 
tember 1992. 

On Tuesday German feder- 
al prosecutor Ronald Georg 
said Ayaiolioli Khamenei and 
Iranian President Ali Akhar 
Hashemi Rafsanjuni had 
approved the Berlin killings 
In their capacity an menibers 
of a "commiucc for special 
affairs." 

Intelligence Minister Ali 
' Pattafrian'wiuHafro SQtd'to”bc 

by Germany for allegedly 
having personally ordered 
the killings. 

Prosecutors on Friday 
dcm:inded life imprivonmenl 
for the suspected killers. An 
Iranian and four Lebanese 
have been on trial in Berlin 
for over three years am) u 
verdict is expected in Janu- 
ary. 

The demand has put rela- 
tions between Bonn and 
Tehran on an uncertain path, 
w ith Iran protesting at wh.’ii it 
c.'illcd "rnsiilis" ;igatn.si its 
leaders. "By trampling on the 
ciirn’m rules of international 
law. the German feder.il prns- 
ccuiion has proved that the 
Nazis arc not dead." wrote 
ihc Akhfxir newspaper. eJove 
to the governms'ni. 

'I’ltc iundanicmaiisi paper 
Jomliuri-Kslanii said it was 
oppi»sed lo ,iny compromise 
with the German govern- 
menu wliieh. it said, must he 
held responsible for "this 
offenee" :igainsi Iran’s lead- 
ers. 


ABU DHABI fAFP) — The United .^tib Emirates 
(UAE) will donate around $164 million to build houses 
for Palestinians in the nulonomou.s Gaza Strip, a local 
mu<*azinc ivpnned on Saturday. President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan Al Nahavun, a key bankrolicr of the Pales- 
tinians. will finance' the project in AI Ma.slakh area in 
north Gaza, the economic weekly Emirates Today .said. 
The project, covering an area of about 1 . 1 square kilome- 
tres, includes 3,800 houses as well a.s sewage networks, 
electricity and water .supplies, parks, and health, educa- 
tional. relicious and .sport centres. A UAE mis.sion dis- 
cussed the scheme with Palestinian officials during last 
month's visit to Gaza, one of the most populous areas in 
the world. ‘The Zayed City w ill contribute to resolving 
the housing problem there and it is in line with the 
UAE's policy to support Arabs and Muslims." the mag- 
azine quoted’ one of the mission members as saying. 'The 
U AE was one of the biggest financiers of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) during its conflict against 
Israel. 




Mubarak returns to Egy pt after UAE visit 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
returned to Cairo Saturday after a 24-hour visit lo the 
United .Arab Emirates fUAE). where he met his counter- 
part Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan. Mr, 
Mubarak went to the U.AE to congratulate Sheikh Zayed 
for his recovery after .surgery, oftlcials said. The two 
leaders discussed' ties between their countries and the sii- 
ualinn in the region. . 
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Vice-presidents of Iraq. Iran meet in Italy 


C£SS in3-U 

building 


BAGHDAD tR) — Iraq’.s Vice-President Taha Mohied- 
din Ma’rouf met in Italy hi.s Iranian counterruirt Hassan 
Hjbibi. the olTlcinl Iraqi News Agency ilN.A) reported oo 
Siiturdav. The agency said in a dispatch from Rome the 
two officials discussed bilateral ties but gave no further 
details. Both ofliclals arc unending the World Food Sum- 
mit held by the Food and .Agriculture Organisation (RAO) 
in Rome. 'Relations between Baghdad and Tehran are 
strained by various issues including charges by each gov- 
ernment that the other supports rebels bent on its over- 
throw. Iraq and Iran fought a ruinous war from 1980-88. 
On Thursday, the two countries swapped the remains of 
144 soldiers missing in action in their war. Both also 
accuse each other that they still keep prisoners of war. one 
of the thorniest problems hindering effort.^ to normali.se 
ralations. 


Iran's navy to hold 10-day exercises 


TEHRAN fR) — Iran’s navy will conduct a 10-day mil- 
itary manoeuvre involving 10.000 troops in the Gulf 
region next week. Iran's navy commander said on Satur- 
day. Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani told reporters the exer- 
cise. which is due to begin on Nov. 21. was u "show of 
navy force, defence readine.s.s and a means of elevating 
coortJinution between various participating (Iranian 
armed) forces." He said about 100 vessels, including .sub- 
marines, would participate io the maodeuVre lo Iranian 
and intemaiional waters, supported by 4U airplanes and 
helicopters. Adm. Shamkhnni .said Iran's third Kilc-clo-ss 
Rus.sion .submarine would leave Russia for Iran on the 
first day of the e.xercises. He did not say when it was 
expected to arrive. Iran — which has reputedly said its 
rearmament wa.s only for self-defence purposes — is the 
only Gulf .state to deploy submarines in the region which 
has about 70 per cent of the world's oil reserves. 
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Netanyahu brother-in-iaw calls for pullout 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — A brother-in-law of l.'sraeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu hu.s culled fora withdraw- 
al fn:»m all Palestinian territory seized since 1967 and 
accused right-wingers of pushing the country loward.s 
civil war. In an interview with a k>cal newspaper. Meluniu 
Ben Anzi. u mathematician whose sister Sarah is married 
to the premier, also hacked Palestinian calls for EuM 
Jerusalem lo be nude the ciipiial of an independent 
Palestinian slate. Ben ,-\n/i told the Jerusalem News that 
a "unified Jerusalem would remain u myth so long us the 
Palestinians, who make up one-third of the population, 
dr* not have any rights as citizens. " "In the long run there 
w'ill he civil war in Israel." said Ben .Arizl. a prnfes.s*ir 
ot mathematics at .i Jerus.ilem University. "I am not talk- 
ing abiiui a w.ir between brothers bcs'ause richi-wing 
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extremists are not my brothers." he added. Hagai Ben 
An/i. anoUier brother of Sarah and Melania Ben .Anzi, is 


.,^^^nwn.n„ienr Protect! 

and de 
rnt^rammes 


opposed to an Israeli withdrawal from territory occupied 
during the |9ri7 Arab-lsraeli war. He recently moved m 
Hebn>n to demutisiraie his opposition to a plan (o turn 
the West Bank town over to Palestinian control. 
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King to issue royal decree 
reconvening Parliament 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Maj^iy King Hussein will 
Tuesday, open the founh 
(ffdinary ses.sion of Parlia- 
tnent with a speech from 
the Tlirone in which he is 
expected to outline govem- 
fnenraJ political and eco- 
nomic programmes. 

Following his remaiiu. 
ihe Senate will convene 
under the chairmanship of 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi dur- 
ing which the royal decree 
terminating the exmaordi- 
• naiy session of Parliamem 
on August 16. 1996 will be 
read and followed by one 
summoning Parliament and 
opening the new session on 
Nov. 19, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 


The Senate will also elect 
u commiuee 10 draft a reply 
to the King's speech. 

The Lower House of Par- 
liament will also convene 
under the chairmanship of 
the most senior deputy dur> 
ing which the royal decrees 
on terminating and recon-’ 
vening parliament will be 
read. 

The House will later elect 
members of its permanent 
comminee which groups 
the house speaker and 
assisumts. 

According to Article 13 of 
the Parliamentary Internal 
Regulations, the deputies 
will cast secret ballots, the 
majority of which will 
name the new' House 
speaker. 


In similar fashion will the 
House members elect the 
.speaker's, two deputies. 
Parliament sources have 
predicted that incumbent 
House Speaker Sa’ad 
Hayel Srour is likely to 
retain his seat for a third 
consecutive term. 

The two main rivals for 
the seat are Islamic Action 
Front Deputy Ibrahim 
Kilani and centrist Deputy 
Mohammad Addoub 
Zaben. 

The sources added that 
the present election, law is 
ba.sed on the one-person, 
one-vote system. 

The system is expected to 
be debated in the next 
House session. 


Princess inaugurates kindergarten 
building at refugee camp 


AMMAN U.T.) — On the 
occasion of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s birthday, 
HRH Princess Basma, 
Honorary Chairman of the 
Arab Children Fund's Soci- 
ety fACFS) today inaugu- 
rated the society's new 
kindergarten building at Al 
Baqa'a Refugee Comp, a 
QueenAlia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF) state- 
ment said. 

The Princess toured the 
variou.s kJndeiganen area.s, 
spoke with children and 
w’as briefed on the various 
activities instituted there. 

She hailed the work of the 
society and kindergarten 
staff in caring for the chil- 
dren and expressed her 
appreciation of the pro- 
grammes and services 
offered therein. 


'The Princess had donated 
JD5.000 in support of the 
kindergarten's programmes 
and directed to the upgrad- 
ing of its serv ices, the state- 
ment said. 

President of the Union of 
Voluntary Societies in the 
Amman governoraie Anwar 
Hadid gave a speech thank- 
ing the Princess for efforts 
in promoting volunteer 
work in Jordan as well as 
her role in supporting 
women and children-relat- 
ed issues at local, regional, 
and imemaiional levels. 

ACFS President Ahmad 
Al-Es'es also thanked 
Princess Basma for her 
continual ministering to the 
country's children as well 
as her leading efforts in 
enhancing social develop- 
ment activities in the- King- 


dom. 

Princess Basma received 
the society's shield and she, 
herself, distributed shields 
and presents to individuals 
' and institutions who had 
contributed to support the 
society's programmes and 
the new kindergarten build- 
ing. the cost of which is 
estimated at JD45.000, the 
statement said. 

The society was estab- 
lished at Baqa'a Camp in 
1969 and currently offers 
services to more than 200 
children under six years of 
age. ■ 

It is constituted of three 
branches: the Azmi AJ 
Mufti camp in irbid, and 
the Suf and Gaza Camps in 
Jerash. 


RSCN to train Yemeni oliicials 


AMMAN I J.T.) — The Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) Satur- 
day announced plans for public awareness 
training for information and media officials 
as well as journalists from Yemen. 

The training will cover environ/nemal 
protection programs. 

In a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, RSCN Director Khaled 
Irani ^d that beginning next week the first 
group of Yemenis will participate in an 
inieosive training programme which covers 
both theoretical analyses and practical field 
work, such as visiting RSCN wildlife 
reserves which offer haven for endangered 
species of animals and plants. 

Mr. Irani confirmed that he had received 
a request for setting up such a training pro- 
gFamme from Chairman of the Board of the 
Yemeni Environment Protection Corpora- 
lion Muhsen Hamadani and described indi- 
vidual training programmes as lasting fora 
period of two weeks. 


The RSCN has run similar programmes 
for other interested foreigners and the soci- 
ety stated its enthusiasm in educating the 
Yemeni officials and journalists on public 
awareness programmes directed toward 
combating glutton and other methods of 
safeguarding the environment 
The RSCN was founded in 1966 -and is a 
private, voluntary organisation with public 
service status dedicated to the conservation 
of nature and natural resources. 

The society currently operates six 
w'ildlife reserves in Jordan and plays an 
active role in the legal enforcement of 
issues related to the conservation of nature 
and environmental protection. 

Mr. Irani said that the training pro- 
grammes will continue for subsequent 
groups of people who demonstrate interest. 

He said that the first group of trainees are 
employed by the Yemeni AJ TTiawra news- 
paper and the Yemeni Environmental Cor- 
poration. 



hat’s G oing O n 


OPEN DAY 

Open day celebrations marking His Majesty King Hussein’s birthday at 
I jihe Royal Cultural Centre. 

LECTURE 

Lecture on the discovery in Tyrolian Alps of the S^C^year old iceman by 
Prof. Dr. Andreas Lippert at Yannouk University, Irbid at 3.00 p«in> 


EXHIBITIONS 

V 'Retrospective exhibition by Syrian artist Marwan Kassab-Bachi at Darat 
iiiiFhhun, Jalal Weibdeh. until Dec. 10. Also displaying works of contem- 

•poriary Arab artists. . .. j nx 

• . Works by Syrian artist Mustafa Ali at Balad n a Art Gallery, Gardens St. 

;^tflNov. 30. . . 1 T j • 

• Aspects from the modern Jordanian plastic art by several Jordaman 

“Message” at Alia Art Gallery, Jabal Amman, nnta Nov. 28. 
Worlss by Monidth Sa’id and Bert Hermens entitled “Untitled Diary” at 

JBalqaArtGaliery,Foheis, imtiiNov. 21. 

• Photo panels and mosaics e.xhibition by German arM Yona Joest entitled 
^fe -TA Cosmological Dialogne” at the Royal Cultural Centre, unhl 

f^V. 30. 

ViniotofiMphy exhibition “Al Aqsa Uprisings” by Khalid Al Z^hawi at 
Abdiit Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Ar^M, Nov. 22. 

Works by twenty four artists (from Iraq, HoU^d, LebMon,^etaaii^ 
;SpaL Greece, Curacao, Indonesia, Russia, and Chile) entitied Hond and 
**Art in Cultural Transmission” at the Royal Society of Fine Art, 

®iW-Weibdeh until Nov. 30. . , 

exhibition by Basma Asfour entitled “Doubles finds’ at the 

Cultural Centre, until Nov. 28. 
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Ministry of Supply receives 
bread pricing instructions 


Benefactor 
remembereji 
for Red 
Crescent 
donation 

AMMAN (J. T.j — Well- 
known philanthropist 
Kawkab Mongo Saturday 
passed away at the age of 
84 and was laid to rest in 
the Tuneib village south 
of the Amman. 

Ms. Mango was espe- 
cially remembered by the 
local community for her 
bequeathing JDS(X),000 
to the Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS), two years ago. 

JNRCS president 
Mohammad Hadid Satur- 
day told the Jordan Times 
that Ms. Mango's dona- 
tion financed the materni- 
ty annex, now canying 
her name, at the society’s 
Hilal hospital in 
Ashrofieh. 

Her donation also 
financed the expansion of 
the society's vocational 
training centre for girls 
which, previous to the 
donation, could o^er free 
training in typing and 
dress making to SO eligi- 
ble girls and currendy 
trains between 300 and 
400 girls. Dr. Hadid said 

Upon making the dona- 
tion to the JNRCS. Ms. 
Mango was honoured by 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein who bestowed the 
Kingdom's AJ Kawkab 
Medal of the Third Order 
upon her and also present- 
ed -her with the JNRCS 
golden medal in recogni- 
tion 'of. her charitable act. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 

Ministry of Supply is in the 
process of examining reg- 
ulations confeired by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabarici and 
focused on bread price 
reduction, Minister of Sup- 
ply Munir Sobar 
announced Saturday. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, he confirmed that a 
preliminary study has indi- 
cated a possible decrease of 
10 per cent in bread prices 
which translates to approx- 
imately 200 fils a kilo. 

The Ministry of Supply 
has bought 130,000 tonnes 
of wheat at new global 
market prices which have 
dipped below previous 
rates, Mr. Sobsu* said, 
adding that the shipment 
will reach Jordan by 1997 
and supply the Kingdom 
with enou^ of the grain to 


last over four months. 

Last Wednesday, His 
Majesty King Hussein 
instructed the government 
to “reconsider bread prices 
in Jordan beginning with 
the date that the newly 
priced wheat reaches local 
consumers." 

However, the King 
emphasised that any bread 
price reduction must not 
interfere with the govern- 
ment-distributed cash sub- 
sidy to Jordanian citizens 
in compensation for bread 
price increases which were 
effected last August. 

According to officials, 
present stores in the Min- 
istry of Supply warehouses 
were bought in line with a 
price range of $210 to S220 
per tonne. TTie new ship- 
ment of 150.000 tonnes of 
American wheat contract- 
ed last month was pur- 
chased at the rate of $164 


per tonne. 

Government figures 
demonstrate that the King- 
dom consumed approxi- 
mately 700,000 tonnes of 
wheat in 1995 while local 
production accounted for 
only 10 per cent of that fig- 
ure. 

' ' Mr. Sobar infoiined Petra 
that his ministry is seeking 
new shipments of wheat, in 
addition to the above-men- 
tioned 150.000 tonnes, in 
order to satisfy the coun- 
try's consumption at the 
lowest possible price. 

His announcement coin- 
cided Saturday with anoth- 
er by Minister of Social 
Development Hamad Abu 
Jamous who said that his 
ministry's National Aid 
Fund (NAFj has embarked 
on a rwo-stage programme 
to enable impoverisbed 
farmers to grow wheat. 

Mr. Abu Jamous said that 


the NAF allocated JD 
500.000 for the first stage 
of the project and that an 
equal amount has been 
allotted for the second 
stage. 

The minister added that 
the fund has already allo- 
cated JD 30,(X)0 in the form 
of grants or soft loans to 
commence wheat produc- 
tion. 

The NAF offers such soft 
loans or grants to indigent 
families to aid in the estab- 
lishment of small business- 
es. 

The Joans can reach as 
high as JD60 a month for 
those who qualify. 

Mr. Sobar said that these 
grants and the loans were 
distributed to 76 families 
who are in some way 
involved in wheat produc- 
tion. 


AACO calls for coordin? ion 
among Arab airlines 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The financial and economic planning 
committee of the Arab Air Caniers Organisation 
(AACO) Saturday opened its annual meeting in Amman 
with Royal Jord^an (RJ) President and Chief Execu- 
tive Officer Nader Dahabi calling on Arab airlines to 
improve financial and economic performance. 

'This, they deemed necessary, to increase efficiency in 
competing with other international airlines. 

There must be further coordination and cooperation 
among Arab airlines that they might exchange data and 
information as well as implement pertinent studies, said 
Mr. Dah^i, affirming that this would result in higher 
standards aim^ tow^ placing Arab airlines "on the 
map of international air transport" 

"Jordan, indeed, hopes that Arab airlines will translate 
the idea of regional cooperation into [concrete action] to 
maintain successful competition in global air trans- 
port" he said. 

Affirming’ that the* Kingdom will host 'the= general ' 
'^sembly meeting of the International Air Transport 

• , ■ ■ . . : . ■■■ : I’M .»■ - 


Association (lATA) next October, Mr. Dahabi empha- 
sised the need for Arab airlines to prepare for the event 

In this vein, he uiged Arab airlines to utilise the recent- 
ly established regional training centre in Amman to train 
their staff. 

The lATA sponsored training centre, established with 
partial financing from the European Union last July, had 
earlier announced plans for joint training activities with 
the AACO. 

AACO Secretary General Abdul Wahab Tuffaha 
addressed the meeting, stating that the organisation was 
striving to improve Arab airline standards in order to 
boost capabilities and maintain a competitive edge. 

The committee, whose members come from Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Yemea, the United Arab Emirates. 
Syria Jordan reviewed' finaiicial arid' economic 
issues as^weU ascooperadon among Arab airlines v 


Trial postponed in 
child killing case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — . The 
Amman Criminal Court 
Saturday postponed the 
case of a 34-year-old 
man, accused in Sep- 
tember of killing his 
two children, as the 
president of ' the court 
did not appear. 

The case has been 
postponed until Mon- 
day. 

Mazen Masri, who 
confessed to killing his 
two children Hatiin, 
eight, and Hani, six, by 
poisoning them wi± 
cyanide on SepL 11, 
was to be asked by the 
court tribunal whether 
or not he had appointed 
an attorney to represent 
him. 

A close relative of Mr. 
Masri told the Jordan 
Times Saturday that 
Defence Attorney 
Ahmad Najdwai was 
retained by the sus- 
pect's family to repre- 
sent him in court. 

Mr. Masri also 
allegedly confessed to 
an earlier attempt to kill 
his wife and two chil- 
dren by opening a gas 
bottle while they slept 

Criminal Court Prose- 
cutor Abdul Aziz 
Rawashdeh has filed 
two counts of premedi- 
tated murder and three 
counts of attempted 
murder against the sus- 
pect. 

The two children were 
discovered in an uncon- 
scious state early in the 
morning by their moth- 
er in their apartment in 
the Abu Oneizab Hous- 
ing Complex in 
Shmeisani. The two 
were left alone while 
their mother gave their 
father a ride to work. 

The children's mother 
rushed them to a hospi- 
tal where they were 
declared dead on 


arrival. 

Meanwhile, the Crim- 
inal Court also post- 
poned the case of the 
former honorary Sri 
Lankan consul in Jor- 
dan Tawfiq Abu Khajil 
who is accused of a 
baby sale scam involv- 
ing Sri Lankan domes- 
tic workers. 

The postponement 
came at the request of 
his attorney. 

Formal charges 
against Mr. Abu Khajil, 
a Jordanian business- 
man, include: use of 
forged documents, 
issuance of false certifi- 
cates. sale of babies 
(illegal under a 1929 
law against slavery), 
possession of ut^- 
censed firearms, import 
of illegal wireless 
devices, abuses of trust 
and forgery of a govern- 
ment seal. 

Nazih Zurei'kat, one of 
several attorneys 
defending Mr. Abu 
Khajil asked the court 
to postpone the ' case 
that he might prepare 
and present wrinen evi- 
dence and call on his 
two last witnesses. 

Also Standing trial 
beside Mr. Abu Khajil, 
is a Sri Lankan citizen 
identified as Anourma 
G.L., accused of agree- 
ing to the sale of her 
baby, and Mr. Abu Kha- 
jil’s former secretary, 
Andrea Bustani, 37, 
who is being tried in 
^sentia. 

The court tribunal is 
presided over by Judges 
Ismae! Hmouz, Mufleh 
Mubeidin and Ahmad 
Khatib who assented to 
the request and set Nov. 
27 to recommence the 
trial. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prime Minister pays condolence call 

IRBID (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Saturday called at the home 
of Omar Suboh, a Jordanian recently killed in Iraq, and paid his condolences stat- 
ing that the government would do its utmost to discover identities of those who 
killed the embassy staffer. 


Jordan, Ilirkey call for boosting trade exchange 

AMMAN (Petra) — President of the Jordanian Businessmen's Association (JBA) 
Hamdi Tabba'a Saturday stressed the importance of promoting trade and econom- 
ic ties between Jordan and I\irkey as well as the launching of joint projects. Sub- 
sequent to deliberations of the joint Jordanian-Turkish Business Council, he said 
that the two countries have, in the pasL worked towards building political and eco- 
nomic relations and he called for feathering their gains. Head of the visiting Turk- 
ish economic delegation Serif Egeli commended relations between Jordan 'and 
Turkey and reiterated the call for promotion of joint projects. He outlined opportu- 
nities for entrepreneurial cooperation between the two countries, stating ^at the 
MENA conference provided an opportunity to discuss economic issues in various 
arenas. Mr. Tabba’a stated tiiat Turkish Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minis- 
ter Tansu filler's called for boosting trade exchange between the nations to reach 
an annual S200 million. 
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With your capital ONE HUNDRED PERCENT GUARANTEED, and an 
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investment in the international financial markets. . 
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4 World News 


Russians, Chechens draw 


up temporary agreement 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
and Chechen representa- 
tives said Saturday they had 
drawn up a temporoiy ag- 
reement to clarify relations 
between Moscow and the 


wur-tom separatist region. 

The documenL designed 
to cover the period up to 
Jan. 27. when elections are 
due to be held in Chechen- 
ya. was expected to be 
signed by rebel leader Ze- 
limkhan Yandarbiyev and 
Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chemomyrin in the 
ne^u* future. 

It was hammered out in 
talks in Moscow between 
the secretary of Russia's 
security council. Ivan Ryb- 
K'in. and Akhmed Zakayev, 
an aide to the separatist 
Chechen leadership. 

“We have worked out the 
text of the treaty which con 
be signed by the chairmen 
of both governments." Mr. 


Rybkin' told Russian televi- 
sion after meeting Mr. Yan- 
darbiyev's security adviser. 

The agreement is de- 
signed to build on a peace 
deal reached in August aher 
2] months of fighting bet- 
ween the rebels and Russian 
troops which killed tens of 
thousands of people in the 
north Caucasus region. 

“We've prepared a very 
solid, good document, 
which will bear fhiit in the 
near future," Mr. Zakayev 
was quoted os saying by the 
RIA news agency. 

He said it mainly con- 
cerned the economic as- 
pects of the future of the oil- 
rich region, including re- 
construction. restoration of 
transport links, health and 
social security. 

M0.SC0W. which wants to 
keep Chechenya within the 
Rus.sian federation, has pro- 
posed making the region a 


free economic zone which 
would e:tcuse it from tax 
and duties. 

An uneasy ceo.sefire has 
held since the Aug. 3 1 deal, 
but Saturday officials ex- 
pressed renewed fears that a 
so-called “third force" was 
intent on wrecking the 
peace. 

Up to 32 people were 
killed Saturday when an 
explosion, possibly caused 
by a bomb, ripped through a 
building housing Russian 
railita^ officers in the 
republic of Dagestan bor- 
dering Chechenya. new's 
agencies said. 

In the Chechen capital 
Grozny unknown attackers 
shot at a maternity hospital 
and a military' post staffed 
jointly by Russian soldiers 
and ^echen fighters who 
have policed the region 
since the August deal. No 
one was injured. 


“Evidently there is a third 
force which is not interested 
in a peaceful solution of the 
problems." the Post's Com- 
mander Alexander Shveisov 
told Russian television, 
adding that he would work 
with Chechen representa- 
tives to prevent any repeti- 
tion. 

Mr. Zakayev arrived in 
Moscow Friday to discuss 
the details of the draft 
treaty, which will work as a 
legal background for the all- 
government bodies in Che- 
chenya in the run-up to the 
presidential and parliamen- 
tary elections. 

Mr. Rybkin did not say 
when or where it might be 
signed but has previously 
said that Mr. Chernomyrdin, 
who is anxious to piay a 
greater role in the peace 
process, could go to Che- 
chenya for the signing. 


French soldiers patrol capital 


of Central African Republic 


BANGUI (AFP) — French 
troops were patrolling the 
Central .•\frican republic's 
capital Saturday after sol- 
diers who mutinied twice 
earlier this year clashed 
with police and took two 
politicians hostage. 

Soldiers of the French 
Operational Assistance Ele- 
ment (EFAO) backed by 
armoured personnel carriers 
took up positions here at 
dawn Saturday to secure 
strategic locations, includ- 
ing the presidency and 
national radio. 

Presidential security for- 
ces were also in the centre 
of the capital and road- 
blocks were in place. Ac- 
cess to the Quango suburb 
along the Oubangui River, 
where the clash took place, 
was blocked off. 

The president himself. 
Ange-Felix Patosse. is out 
of the countiy. attending the 
World Food Summit in 
Rome. Prime Minister Jeon- 
Paul Ngouponde was due to 
make a radio address mid- 


niommg. 

The security measures 
come after soldiers of the 
regiment of Operational 
Defence of Territory 


(ROOT) and of the Mixed 
Intervention Regiment 
(RMI), who mutinied in 
April and May this year, 
occupied a police station in 
the south of the city, talung 
at least two people hostage. 

These included Jo.ceph 
Tchendo. the executive sec- 
retary of the president's 
Movement for Libera- 
tion of the Central African 
People (MLPC). and a for- 
mer minister. Boundondele 
.Koumba. according to reli- 
able sources. 

The soldiers were armed 
with weapons stolen from 
the Kasai camp’s arsenal 
and from the police station, 
the sources said. 

Earlier. ROOT soldiers 
clashed with police outside 
the Quango home of Anicet 
Saulet, a former soldier and 
head of the Socatel Com- 
munications Company who 
was imprisoned for finan-s 
cial malpractice and es- 
caped during the May mu- 
tiny. 

I^Uce coming to rearrest 
Mr. Saulet Friday evening 
were met by grenade and 
rifle fire and one wa.s killed. 

Mr. Saulet. who is close to 
former President Andre 


Kolingba. has his own pri- 
vate armed guard reinforced 
by ROOT soldiers. 

The situation in the rest of 
Bangui was calm, with 
shops and markets open and 
taxis in service. 

However witnesses spoke 
of discontent at the ROOT 
soldiers. 

"Yakoma militants are 


sumng up unrest, one 
tradesman said at a market 
in the north of the city. 
"They should be dealt wi{h 
once and for all." 

The ROOT is made up 
mainly of members of the 
Yakoma ethnic group, to 
which Kolingba also be- 
longed. 

The May mutiny, which 
involved violence and pil- 
laging.. was only put down 
afrer massive intervention 
by French forces. 

A French foreign ministry 
spokesman in Paris said 
Saturday that French offi- 
cials were in “close contact" 
with the Central African 
authorities and added that 
the safetv of French and for- 


eign communities was not 
at risk and that the usual 
precautions were being 
tal:en. 


Former KGB spy flies 


home after U.S. detention 


MOSCOW (R) — A for- 
mer KGB agent held in the 
United States on espi- 
onage charges flew back 
to a hero's welcome in 
Moscow Saturday and said 
it felt great to be free 
again. 

Washington dismissed 
its case against Vladimir 
Galkin Thursday after 
Moscow threatened retal- 
iatory measures. 

Russia believes the Uni- 
ted States violated an un- 
written. gentlemanly code 
of honour in international 
e.spionage allowing former 
agents lo travel freely. 

“I was sure that my 
country would not leave 
me in trouble and I am 
veiy glad that I am a free 
man again." Mr. Galkin 
told a scrum of reporters in 
the VIP lounge of Shere- 
myetevo Airport after 
returning on an .Aeroflot 
flight from New York. 

Describing himself os a 
“small .soldier of the cold 
war." the fair-haired Gal- 
kin blamed his detention 
on bureaucratic incompe- 
tence. 

“There is a very complex 
bureaucratic machinery 
and the mechanism did not 
work properly." a dearly 
relieved Galkin told 
Russian television before 
being driven off in a white 
limousine. 

Tlie 50-year-old former 
agent, who had not hidden 
his former occupation on 
his visa application, was 
arrested at the airport in 
New York on Oct. 29 and 
accused of tn ing to obtain 
secret information on the 
Star Wars programme in 
1991. 

Prime Minister Viktor 


Chernomyrdin ral.sed his 
case in a telephone con- 
versation with U.S. Vice 
President .A1 Gore Thurs- 
day. appealing to him to 
limit damage to relations 
between Washington and 
Moscow. 

A court in Worcester, 
Massachusetts later 
dropped the charges 
against Mr. Galkin and the 
U.S. Justice Department 
issued a statement saying 
that the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) had 
recommended the move in 
the national interest. 

Russia's Federal Secu- 
rity Service tFSB) said it 
had drawn up a concrete 
list of U.S. candidates for 
arrest in Russia in case the 
Americans had refused to 
let Mr. Galkin ^o. 

Russia's Foreign Intelli- 
gence Serv'ice tSVR). suc- 
cessor organisation to the 
CommunTst-era KGB, 
praised the U.S. decision, 
which it said had brought 
the case to a close. 

But it made clear its dis- 
ple^ure at the incidenL 
which it said had damaged 
friendly relations between 
the two countries' intelli- 
gence services. 

“If Rus.sia had done the 
same to an .American ex- 
spy. the U.S. Sixth Fleet 
would be here on the Mos- 
cow river." SVR spokes- 
woman Tatyana Samolis 
told ReutersThursduy. 

The senice is to exam- 
ine the incident in the next 
few days to ny to under- 
stand what lay behind Mr. 
Galkin's detention. 

Greeted with bouquets of 
flowers on his arrival |n 
Moscow'. Mr. Galkin 
thanked Mr. Chernomyr- 


din. the SVR, former col- 
leagues and Russian jour- 
nalists for their effon.s to 
get him released. 

ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy quoted him as saying he 
would not press damage 
claims against the U.S. 
authorities for the incon- 
venience he had suffered 
during his detention. 

“It is enough that they 
have acknowledged their 
mistake." TASS quoted 
Mr. Galkin os saying. 

Asked about conditions 
in U.S. jails — widely be- 
lieved by Russians to be 
superior to their own — he 
.said: “It is better not to 
land yourselfin jail there." 

However Mr. Galkin's 
fellow prisoners had 
shown him kindness, shar- 
ing food with him during 
his ordeal. TASS said. 

Russia's NTV television 
said Mr. Galkin did not 
particularly like .America 
and had only gone there 
for business reasons. 

Interfax news agency, 
quoting his daughter Y'ulia. 
said Mr. GaUdn had been 
denied medicine that he 
takes to regulate his blood 


pressure. 

“The Americans lied 
when they said that my 
father was able to lake all 
the medicines he needed.” 
Interfax quoted her as say- 
ing. 

“During his two weeks 
in detention he could not 
take the tablets for his 
blood pressure and as a 
result, when we got home, 
it was rather higher (than 
norma!)." she said. 


Burma’s 


Suu Kyi, 
attackers 
fail to 


appear 


RANGOON (AFP) — Se- 
veral hundred supporters of 
Aung San Suu Kyi gath- 
ered Saturday near her res- 
idence. but Burma's oppo- 
sition leader and the mobs 
that aaacked her last week- 
end were conspicuous by 
their absence. 

Both the military gover- 
mem and Ms. Suu Kyi's 
National League for De- 
mocracy (NLD) have 
blamed each other for the 
attacks on her motorcade 
last weekend, in which 
NLD Co-Vice Chairman 
Tin Oo was cut when win- 
dows where shattered. 

A crowd including NLD 
members and supporters, 
curious bystanders, jour- 
nalists — most of them Ja- 
panese — and plain 
clothesed members of the 
military intelligence gath- 
ered near the house, wit- 
nesses said. 

Around 5:30 p.m. (1100 
GMT), the news spread 
through the grapevine that 
the NLD leader would not 
be making an appearance, 
and the crowd dispersed. 

Riot police were out in 
force, but made no move 
against the crowd, which 
remained outside the road- 
blocks set up IQ deny them 
access to Ms. Suu Kyi's 
compound. 

At first only the NLD 
leader's rc.sidence was iso- 
lated. but in the afternoon 
the no-access zone was 
expanded to the intersec- 
tions at either side. 

"Her supporters feel it is 
sort of a duty for them to 
come out Saturday and 
Sunday to .support ... they 
have done what they can," 
an observer said. 

The miliiary government 
has blocked NLD leaders 
from addressing supponeis 
for the past eight weeks. 
Previously the NLD had 
held public meetings every 
weekend since Ms. Suu 
Kyi's release from hou.se 
arrest in July 1995. 

While the government 
media have accused the 
Nobel Peace laureate of 
staging last weekend's vio- 
lence, the NLD said about 
i .(XX) members of the Uni- 
ted Solidarity Develop- 
ment AssiKiaiion (USDA). 


a goverment mass oiguni- 
zatioiL had attacked (heir 
motorcade in the presence 
of police. 

Major Hla Min of Bur- 
ma's office of strategic .stu- 
dies told AFP Sunday that 
an official enquiry had 
been launched into the 
events, which would lake 
some time to complete. 

But in Washington. U.S. 
slate department spo'Kcs- 
man Nicholas Bums said 
there was "clear evidence 
that (he attacks were organ- 
ised by the USDA." 
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Cuban President Fidel Castro delivers his speech to the plenary session of the U.N. 
sponsored World Food Summit Saturday. Mr. Castro wrote off the summit as a 
shameful fig leaf for (he evils of capitalism and blasted sanctioas against Cuba and 
other countries as criminal and absurd (Reuter photo) 


Castro blasts U.N. food summit 


in Rome for being too limited 


ROME (AFP) — Cuban 
President Fidel Castro 
b)a.sted a U.N. food summit 
in Rome Saturday for ignor- 
ing the full dimensions of 
suffering that hunger is 
causing worldwide. 

“What kind of cosmetic 
solutions ore we going to 
provide .so that in 20 years 
from now there would be 
400 million instead of 8(X) 
million starving people." 
Castro asked in a speech to 
a plenary session of the 
U.N. world food .summit. 

“The very mode.siy of 
these goals i.s shameful," he 
said. 

The summit of the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganisation (FAO) has adopt- 
ed a Rome declaration and 
action plan to reduce the 
number of undernourished 
people in developing coun- 
tries to half their present 
level within two decodes. 

Mr. Castro said this was 
not enough, in sharp con- 
trast to tht; approval almost 
all the 190 countries repre- 
sented here have expressed. 
He made a stinging attack 
on capitalism, injustice and 
waste in the world. 

Hi.s comments were greet- 
ed with sustained applause. 

“If 35,000 people, half of . 
them children, are starving 
to death eveiy' day. why i.s it 
that in the developed coun- 
tries olive groves are being 
tom down, cattle herds arc 
being sacrificed and luige 
amounts of money arc being 
paid so that the land is kept 
unproductive." said Mr. 
Castro, who dressed in u 
dark blue suit with red tie 


rather than liis trademark 
military fatigues. 

Although Mr. Castro, who 
is 70. shunned his tradition- 
al uniform, he hammered 
home the themes he has 
sounded since taking over 
Cuba in a revolution in. 
1959. “The rich do not 
know. hunger." he said. 

“If the world is rightly 
moved by accidents and 
naiurnl or social catustro- 
phics that bring death to 
hundreds of thousands of 
people, why is it not equally 
moved by that genocide 
which is taking place every 
day in front of our eyes," he 
said. 

The summit has been 
dominated by how to re- 
lieve the plight of a million 
refugees in ea.stem Zaire 
who ore caught in battles 
between Huius and Tuisis. 

Mr. Castro said the while 
a multinational intervention 
force has been raised to help 
them, “what are we guiog to . 
do to prevent ihiK'sran^tion ' 
of one million people every 
month in the rest of the 
world." 

He added: "ft is capital- 
ism. neolibcralism, the laws 
of a wild market, the exter- 
nal debt underdevelopment 
and the unequal terms nf 
reference that are killing .so 
many people in the world." 

"Why is it that S700 bil- 
lion are invested evciy year 
in (he military iasicud of 
investing a portion of the.se 
re.sources in fighting hun- 
ger," Mr. Castro asked. 

He also attacked embur- 
goc.s. one of which the Uni- 
ted States has inipo.sod on 


Cuba since 1960. Ar the 
summit Friday. Iraqi Mce 
President Tahu MuhidJin 
Marouf attacked the embar- 
go imposed on Iraq, for its 
invasion of Kuwait, to stop 
it from selling oil. 

Mr. Castro said: "Why is 
it that criminal policie.s ;md 
absurd blockades that inc- 
lude food and medicines are 
being added to all this with 
the purpose of annihilating 
whole populations out of 
hunger und diseu.ses." 

He concluded: “Let the 
truih prevail and nut hy- 
pocrisy and deceit. Lei'.s 
build an awarenc.ss on the 
fact that hegemonism, arro- 
gance und .selflshness must 
cea.se in this world." 

Mr. Ca.siro wu.s one of .37 
heads of state und govern- 
ment scheduled lu speak to 
the summit Saturday, the 
first speaker Saturday was 
Equatorial Guinea Pre.sident 
Tendoro Obinng Nguema 
Mbasogo. 

‘ Among the other African 
speakers Saturday were 
Rwanda'.s Prime Minister 
Pierre Celestin Rwigema, 
Central Atricu's President 
Ange-Felix Patasse, (Thad's 
President Idriss Deby. An- 
gola's President Jose Ed- 
uardo Dos Santos and Bots- 
wana's President Ketumile 
Masire. 

Oiher speakers were 
Belgian Prime Minister 
Jeun-Luc Dehaene. Spanish 
President Jose Maria .Aznnr. 
Dutch Prime Minister Wim 
Kok. Croatia's Prime Mi- 
nister Zlatkn Mutesa und 
Georgia's Prime Minister 
Niknlo.s Leki.shvili. 


Shipping tycoon tied to China 


gets set to rule Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (R) — A 
shipping tycoon whose 
company was bailed out by 
Beijing when it was sinking 
years ago is polsfcd to gov- 
ern Hong Kong when China 
takes over next yc.ir. after a 
thumping victory in the firsi 
round of the ballot. 

Tung Chee-Hwa swept up 
206 of (he votes cast Friday 
by an exclu.sive club of 400 
Hong Kong's rich and influ- 
ential, who were .selected 
for the purpose under 
Beijing's close supervision. 

The" runner-up, former 
chief Judge Ti Liang Yung 
scored S2. A third candi- 
date, businessman Peter 
\Vo«\ came in with 54. The 
trio were the only candi- 
dates to get the minimum 50 
votes required to go through 
to the dccidinc round on 
Dec. 11. 

If an election w ere held by 
universal suffrage, hmvcv- 
cr. Judge Yung would get 
35.7 per cent and Tung .3.3.5 
per cent, an opinion poll by 
a local iiniversiiy shtmed 
after the vote. 

Tung. 59. recenily re- 
vealed for (he first time that 
China had helped salvage 
his family .shipping empire 
1 1 years ago by hacking a 
$120 million syndicated 
flmd led by pro-Beijing ly- 
C4H>n Henry Fok. a king- 
maker in (Cray's leadership 
contest. 

“I know there were main' 
land funds in it. f'm sure. To 
Mr Fok and tliosc w*ho have 
helped mc...I am very grate- 
ful." Tung said. 

Mr. Fok went In pains 


after Friday's vote assure 
reporters i'or half an hour 
dial the rescue package was 
above board and had not 
entailed any political deal 
on the fuiure of Hong Kong. 

“1 don't think he is return- 
ing favours to China by run- 
ning for die ehief execu- 
tive." Mr. Fok said. 

"Conitncreial rcUilions are 
.strictly what wc have with 
lho.se what you cull Chi- 
nese-funded banks. Wc de- 
posit our money then; or wc 
borrow money from them 
— It is strictly normal com- 
mercial relations." Mr. Fok 
.said. 

Tung has long been 
viewed as Beijing's fa- 
voured candidate lo become 
Hong Kong's chief execu- 
tive when Britain hands its 
la.st Asian eohmy hack to 
China ut miduiuht next June 
30. 

Foreign Minister Qian 
Qiclien gave fresh assur- 
ances Friday that the winner 
had not been preordained by 
Chinese leaders, 

Mitiiy in Hong Kong arc 
convinced that a demonstra- 
tive personal handshake 
(hat lung received from Pre- 
sident Jiang Zemin in Ja- 
nuary was u deliberate cue. 

Tung has tried to shake off 
the impFcs.sion that de.spiic 
the existence of other candi- 
dates it is really a one-horse 
race. 

“I donr think it is a l'i»rc- 
gone conclusion. It's three 
weeks away to Dee. II... 
und 1 will have to he work- 
ing very hard lo make sure 
that I win on that dav." he 


i«ild Reuters tele*- i'-ion after 
the first round vote. 

"The process (>f nomina- 
tion today W.1S <lonc In a 
very transparent matmer." 
he said. 

Some unaiysts. nirting ilut 
Tung had scored lunre than 
30 per cent, wondered i! a 
second round wa.N worth the 
btnher and suggested that 
Yang and Won might as 
well bow out. 

“For, if the uliiiiuitc pur- 
pose of nmning is ui win. 
then there is litilc puint in 
them carrying on." said 
political connnentator C.K. 
Lau. 

Tung, a striking fleure 
with spiky grey h.nr ui’id a 
bo.xcr's .stance, is for 
his cautious siytc and nind- 
csiy. 

hie and his rivals will be 
inicrvicwcil by the commit- 
tee members at ilie end of 
the month on their policies 
and aiiiludus. 

So lar he has einpha.siscd 
the importance of riie econ- 
omy and hii.sine.ss. and has 
taken a conservative view 
ot) ticklish issues such as 
luimaii rights and democra- 
cy. advucatins “consensu.s 
rather than confrontation" 
in dc.'ilings with China's 
Comniunist rulers. 

Speculation Ills .ibotmded 
in Hong Kong that some of 
its business titans m.iy have 
been secret card carrvtrf 
members of the Chinese 
Communist Party fur vcjrs. 
But Tung's naitte has' until 
now not figured anione 
these rumours. 


Bhutto 


leads big 
protest 
in home 



(R) 




provmce 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Sacked Pakistani Premier 
Benazir Bhutto led a pro- 
cesMon of several thou- 
sand emotional party 
workers and supporters 
Saturday on her firet visit 
to her home province of 
Sind since her dimissal, 
witnesses said. 

"It is not my fight alone 
but the fight of the people 
of Pakistan." Ms. Bhutto 
.said in brief remarks to 
reporters before joining 
hundreds of people gath- 
ered at the aiiprort- 

Presideni Farooq Ah- 
mad Leghari dismissed 
Ms. Bhutto on Nov. 5. 
accusing her three-year 
old government of cor- 
ruption. mismanagement 
und lawlessness resulting 
in the death.s of thousands 
of people. 

“The welcome accorded 
to me demonstrates the 
popularity of my elected 
government. It demon- 
.sirates that the people are 
against the illegal and 
unconstitutional dismisal 
of the government,'’ Ms. 
Bhutto said. 

.As she left from the pur- 
port in a vehicle proces- 
sion there were minor 
clashes between baton- 
weilding police and pa^ 
workers in the airport vis- 
itors hall. 

The number of people in 
the procession grew to 
several thousand as a 
stream of p^ked trucks 
and buses joined it along 
th.e 20-kilQn?etre route' to 
• Ms. Bhutto's seaside 
Bilawal residence, wit- 
nesses said. 

The crowd, carrying 
party flogs, placards and 
banners, chanted slogans 
in support of Ms. Bhutto 
and against Mr. Leghari, 
calling him a "murderer 
of democracy." 

Flower petals were 
repeatedly showered on 
Ms. Bhutto during the 
first major show of 
strength by the party since 
her ouster. ^ 

Before the arrival of the 
procession, two small 
groups of unti-Bhutto pro- 
testors staged peaceful 
demonstrations along the 
highway. 

The protestors were 
from a .splinter PPP group 
that had been formed by 
Ms. Bhutto’s estranged 
brother Mir Murtuza. who 
vva.s killed in Karachi on 
Sept. 20 in a shootout 
between police and his 
guards. 

The crovvd shouted slo- 
gans alleging that Ms. 
Bhutto’s hu.sband Asif All 
Zardari had a role in the 
killingofMurtaza. 
Elsewhere. another 
:roup of Murtaza sup- 
porters and PPP workers | 
clashed, leaving ut least 
seven people injured and 
damaging six vehicles, as 
the rivals threw rocks and 
fought with fisLs. witness- 
es said. 

Mr. Zardari was placed 
in detention on Nov. 5 
at'tcr Mr. Leghari sacked 
Ms. Bhutto and also di.s- 
solved the National .As- 
sembly, setting new' elec- 
tions for Feb. .3. 

Ms. Bhutto said Mr. 
Leghari hud broken a 
pledge to the people and 
dissolved the National 
■Assembly and the govem- 
incni out of a “lust for 
ptvwer." 

PPP officials said Ms. 
Bhutto would meet party 
members and leaders dur- 
ing her two-day stay in 
Karachi, the capital of 
Sind province. P 

She was lo return later 
(o Islamabad where she 
has filed a writ at die 
Supreme Court Wedne.s- 
day challenging the dis- 
niissul of her government. 
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More Rwanda Hutus trek 



home; U.N. still sends force 
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GISENYI. Rwanda (R) — 
Teas of thousands of Rwan- 
dan Hutu refugees streamed 

home from Zaire for a sec- 
ond straight day Saturday 
along a newly found ‘'road 
of hope.” 

Despite the mass exodus 
which be^ Friday, the 
United Nations still voted to 
dispatch a muJcin^oaal hu- 
manitarian force to tend to 
the more than one million 
refugees. 

‘The road of death is now 
a road of hc^.’’ said Ray 
Wilkinson of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refu- 
gees, UNHCR, adding the 
returnees were in good 
shape . physically' and 
seemed cheerful. 

Witnesses said the road 
leading west into Zaire, 
where the Hutus fled in 
panic after Tutsis w'on po- 
wer in 1994, was packed 
with people, carrying all 
their possessions. 

“It is an incredible sight, a 
moving sea of people?' re- 
ported one journalist. 

Refugees in the Goma 
area of eastern Zaire began 
trekking home Friday after 
the departure from amongst 
their midst of militiamen 
who had previously pre- 
vented them from going 
home. 


The refugees had been 
held viiTual hostage in the 
huge Mugunga camp, intim- 
idated into staying in exile, 
until Zairean reMs bom- 
barded it Tliursday. 

“The impasse has been 
broken,” Mr. Wilkinson 
said. “This is amazing and 
unstoppable.” 

By Saturday morning 
more than 100.000 had re- 
turned home. UNHCR said. 

The 15-member U.N. 
Security Council Friday 
unanimously approved the 
deployment of a Canadian- 
led multinational force until 
March 31 to ensure food 
and medicine reached 
refugees. 

Canadian Ambassador 
Richard Fowler said the 
refugee exodus did not 
exclude the need for a large 
number of troops. 

“Despite the heanening 
news that up to a third of the 
Rwandan refugees in Zaire 
may finally be going home, 
people will continue to die 
in eastern Zaire in appalling 
numbers and their presence 
there will continue to 
destablise the region,” Mr. 
Fowler told reporters. 

“Close to a million 
refugees will remain at risk, 
even if the reports of current 
refugee flows into Gisenyi 


(Rwanda) are fully accu- 
rate,” he added. 

Mr. Fowler .<»id more than 
20 countries had offered 
over 10,000 soldiers. 

Rwanda said the refugee 
exodus meant the force was 
no longer relevant and the 
world should send aid to 
Rwanda instead. 

But U.N. spokeswoman 
Sylvana Foa said the refu- 
gees still needed aid and 
troops were necessary to 
handle the logistics. About 

700.000 refugees remained 
in desperate need of help, 
she said. 

The revolt in eastern 
Zaire, which groups ethnic 
Tuisis and ocher opponents 
of ailing President Mobutu 
Sese Seko, has also put hun- 
dreds of thousands of Zai- 
reans to flight. 

The UNHCR said some 

300.000 people had con- 
verged on the east Zairean 
town of Goma and were 
now moving towards the 
tiorder. They were crossing 
at the rate of 12,000 an hour 

“Some 100.000 have 
crossed since yesterday, 
they are so many we cannot 
register them,” UNHCR 
spokesman Peter Kessler 
said. 

Other aid workers said it 
was impossible to give an 


accurate estimate of the 
numbers of people who 
have already crossed back. 

The returnees were mass- 
ing at the Nkamira Irimsit 
Camp, waiting to be trans- 
ported to th^ home dis- 
tricts by trucks and buses. 

“We have SO trucks al- 
ready. another 20 on the 
way. and are organising 100 
more buses and trucks in 
Kigali.” Mr. Kessler said. 

Over a million Hutus fled 
Rwanda fearing reprisals 
after the 1994 genocide of 
up to a million people — 
mostly Tutsis — and a civil 
war in which an army dom- 
inated by returning Tutsi 
exiles took power. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Hutus fled from an equally 
bitter civil war in Burundi. 

With the armed Hum 
hardliners moving west, a 
regrouping of Hutu refugees 
further inside Zaire re- 
mained likely. The where- 
abouts of many who fled 
deeper into Zaire earlier was 
still unclear. 

The World Health Organi- 
sation conflrmed an out- 
break of cholera antong Zai- 
reans in Sake. Earlier, doc- 
tors spoke of cholera at the 
Mwenga camp which hous- 
es 250,000 re^gees. 

Meanwhile, Ugandan au- 



Rwandan Hutu refugees walk through the border town of Goma Friday after they fled the Mugunga refugee camp 
Thursday. The refugees were told to cross the border back into Rwanda by Zairean rebel soldiers (Reuter photo) 


tboricies said Saturday they 
had killed about 65 “ban- 
dits” near the southwest 
bc^er with Zaire in fighting 
that smrted three days ago. 

As many as 70,000 people 
were di«^>!aced by the fight- 
ing and the figure could rise 
to 75.000, an Information 
Department official in Ka- 
sese rold Reuters by tele- 
phone. 


“We do not expect it to get 
any worse than this. Most 
people are fleeing because 
of the ripple effect. You hear 
people are fleeing from one 
village so you do the same. 
Civilians are out of the lines 
of fire right now.” he said. 

“1 think the problem right 
now is one of supplies, food 
and other things because 
people are fleeing without 


taking aD>'thing.” the offi- 
cial said. 

Senior militaiy' sources 
said seven Ugandan soldieni 
were killed and 10 wounded 
since Uganda said Kasese 
district had been invaded by 
a combination of Zairean 
troops and Zairean-based 
Ugandan dissidenu. 

The fighting is linked to 
the month-long rebellion in 


eastern Zaire by ethnic 
Tutsis and other Zairean 
groups opposed to President 
Moburu Sese Seko. 

On Wednesday. Uganda's 
Minister of Slate for Fo- 
reign Affairs Martin Aliker 
said the Ugandan army re- 
pulsed the anack and killed 
three invaders. 

Zaire has denied that its 
troops were involved. 


Ilndian judge starts probe into air disaster 
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NEW DELHI (R) — An 
Indian judge probing the 
world's worst mid-air disas- 
ter will begin investigations 
at the site of the crash 
Saturday, officials said as 
searchers continued to sift 
the scattered debris for 46 
missing people. 

Delhi high court judge 
R.C. Lahoti will have to 
find out whether the colli- 
sion of the Saudi Arabian 
Boeing 747 and Kazakh 
Dyusfaui-n-76 near Delhi 
■'Tuesday was' caused by 
‘either being'at the wrong 
altiude. The crash killed 
349^ people. 

He will also have to deter- 
mine if one of the planes 
swerved at the last moment 
in a vain bid to avoid the 
collision. 

‘*From all accounts it was 
DCA a head-on collision. 
There are indications of 
banking by one of the 
planes, possibly to get out 
of the ofter's way,” a senior 
aviation official told Reu- 
ters. 

Rescuers found five bod- 
ies in the wreckage of the 
Saudi Arabian jumbo jet 
Friday, taking the total to 
303, and are looking for 
more. 

The wreckage of the 
Boeing 747, which dug a 


20-fooi crater in a mustard 
field near the north Indian 
town of Charichi Dadri, 80 
kilometres west of Delhi, 
was scattered over an area 
of four square kilometres . 

**We are still on search, 
digging the earth for any 
b(^es ±ere are in the 
crater,” police official V.B. 
Singh told Reuters. “There 
may be some bodies there.” 
All 37 people on board the 
Ilyushin have been found. 

Mr. Singh said police had 
cordoned , off the site and 
were guarding it until after 
the judge's visit 
“llie judge will visit the 
sites of the crash with tech- 
nical experts and examine 
the debris.” he said. 

“Only after that and with 
the coun's approval, will we 
withdraw the security, and 
start moving the debris 
away.” 

Judge Lahoti will also 
have to decide when the 
flight recorders, which will 
give clues to the cause of 
the collision, are to be de- 
coded. 

Kazakh officials have 
asked for the flight data 
recorder and the cockpit 
voice recorder to be sent to 
Moscow for decoding, 
which could lake 10 days, 
officials said. 


But the Boeing recorders 
can be decoded in India. 

Indian Civil Aviation offi- 
cials said they felt the probe 
team would probably be 
able to wrap up its work 
before the Feb. 1 5 deadline 
the federal government has 
seL 

India'.s Director General 
of Civil Aviation H.S. 
Kfaola, asked by Reuters if 
the inquiry would take three 
mon±s, replied, ”I don't 
think so” 

. .'Offiei^''^^ they' would 
requeft the Amdncan gov- 
ernment to allow the crew 
of an Aroericao C-141 mili- 
tary plane that saw the colli- 
sion to give evidence to the 
probe team. 

Two fireballs seemed to 
appear.. .(they) proceeded to 
descend down and hit the 
ground and became fireballs 
on the ground,” the pilot of 
the cargo plane, flying sup- 
plies for American em- 
bassy into New Deltu, said. 

“We will request the Ame- 
rican administration to 
make them available.” Yo- 
gesh Chandra, the top civil 
servant in the Civil Avnation 
Ministiy, said. 

Searchers have faced huge 
difficulties in locating the 
remains of all the passen- 
gers, most of them Indians 


going to work in Saudi 
Arabia, 'ilie authorities have 
the gruesome task of identi- 
fying the chaired and man- 
gled bodies. 

Only 128 of the 303 bod- 
ies recovered have been 
identified, authorities said. 
About 1 30 have been sent to 
Delhi in trucks lined with 
ice. 

At Chaikhi Dadri. the 
trickle of dazed relatives 
has slowed. 

Bodies, some chaired 
l^ond' rejfcognjtjbh, '^re 
kept on melting ice slabs in 
an open courtyard and in 
makeshift morgues. 

In funerals Thursday, 76 
Muslims were laid in a mass 
grave and 15 Hindus cre- 
mared on a huge pyre. Three 
Christians were buried in a 
local cemetery. 

The cause of the collision. 
India's worst aviation disas- 
ter. remained unclear, but 
New Delhi said ageing air- 
port equipment and lan- 
guage problems were not to 
blame. 

Ground concroilers had 
told the Saudi plane to 
climb to 14.000 feet (4^70 
metres) as it took off for 
Dhahran and Jeddah. The 
Kazsur pilot was told to stay 
at 15,000 feet as he app- 
roached New Delhi airport 
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Up to 32 killed in Russia blast, others trapped 
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MOSCOW (R> — Up to 32 people were killed when an 
explosion, possibly caused by a bomb, ripped through a 
iHiilding housing Russian military officers in the southern 
republic of Dagestan Saturday, news agencies said. 

Agencies and Russian radio stations put the death toll at 
between 23 and 32. but local and national branches of the 
ministiy for emergency situations could not confirm 
figure. 

‘We can confirm only three dead.” said a ministry official 
fiom the Dagestan capital Mkhachkala. 

The ministry, headquartered in Moscow ^d with branch- 
es throughout Russia, deals with natural disasters and with 
any other emergencies. 

Dagestan borders the Caspian Sea and the breakaway 
Russian republic of Chechenya, where an uneasy peace is 
boldiDg after a 21-month conflict between Russian forces 
and Chechen separatists. 

Chechen rebels seized hundreds of hostages in the 
Dagestani town of Kizlyar early this year, in the second 
major raid outside the territory of the breakaway republic. 
Dozens of people were killed in the raid, but many of the 
r^Is escaped. 

The centre section of the eight-storey building, construci- 


ed of concrete panels, collapsed in the blast in the port town 
of Kaspiysk. 

RIA news agency put the toll at 32 and said 27 bodies had 
been dragged from ^e building, where more than 230 peo- 
ple lived. The casualties included a small child who died 
after being taken to hospital. 

Many residents, officers from the Russian border guards 
and air force and their families, were trapped inside, 
although officials said over 50 people had been rescued. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said there were signs that ITT 
had been exploded in the building and it said the presence 
of TNT was hampering rescue operations. 

“Preliminary information indicates that an explosive 
device of uni^ntified type went off.” it quoted a press offi- 
cer of the Russian border guard forces as saying. Other 
sources told the agency there was evidence TTfr had been 
exploded. 

News agencies said hospitals in the region were preparing 
to receive the injured from t2te explosion, which took place 
at 2.20 a.m. (2300 GMT Friday). 

TASS said a senior member of the border guard forces 
had cut short a visit to Latvia to travel to the Dagestan 
region. 


East Timor’s Bishop Belo calls halt to protests 
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JAKARTA (R) — Tens of 
duxisands of East 'lunorese 
-gathered at Dili's Cathedral 
Saturday to welcome home 
Nobel laureate Bishop Car- 
los Belo who told them it 
^ Was time to stop demon- 
F- - strating, witnesses said. 

They said ±e large crowd 
of well-wishers, many of 
whom had earlier travelled 
in from rural areas after 
iicaring Bishop Belo was 
Toturning, made the bish> 
op's trip from Komoro 
Airport to the cathedra) last 
than a hour. Itiisually 
10 minutes. 

Preaninent East Timorese 
Parishioner Horentino Sar- 
. moito told Reuters tfie bish- 
'•;0p prayed with the crowd 


before delivering a 40- 
minute speech, constantly 
broken by spontaneous app- 
lause, in the local 'fttum 
language and Indonesian. ^ 

Police and witnesses smd 
despite the overwhelming 
nature of the welcome and 
the almost unprecedented 
size of the crowd, no inci- 
dents were reported and 
people had dispersed peace- 
. fully by mid-afternoon. 

“There was at least 
60,000-70,000 people. The 
bishop went to the cathedral 
we prayed together and he 
gave his message and then 
be asked everybody to go 
home," Mr. Sarmento, also 
a prominent non-govem- 
ment organisation worker. 


told Reuters. 

Bishop Belo was earlier 
met at Die airport by what 
police estimated was a 
crowd of 5,000 people bear- 
ing banners saying “viva 
Belo.” 

East Timor's deputy po- 
lice chief Colonel Atok FUs- 
manto told Reuters more 
than 10,000 flocked to the 
cathedral. Other witnesses 
said the crowd numbered 
Tens of thousands.” 

Daily mass demonstra- 
tions led initially by stu- 
dents at the University of 
East Timor in central Dili 
started last Tuesday in pro- 
test against criticism of 
Bishop Belo by Indonesian 
officials and in the media 


and protest demonstrations 
in JakaruC 

The bisliop, jointly award- 
ed the 1996 Nobel Peace 
Prize with self-exiled East 
Timorese-bom indepen- 
dence activist Jose Ramos 
Horta, was subject to the 
Indonesian backlash after 
he was reported to have said 
in an interview with a Ger- 
man news magazine that 
Indonesian troops treated 
East Timorese like “dogs." 

Bishop Belo, who spent 
the week in Jakarta attend- 
ing an annual meeting of 
Indonesian Roman Catholic 
bishop.s, has refused to 
comment until he sees a full 
transcript of the interview. 


Riots shatter French Guiana’s tranquil facade 


CAYENNE. French Guiana 
(R) — Four nights of rioting 
in French Guiana's capital 
Cayenne has shattered the 
French territory's tranquil 
fac^e and laid bare eco- 
nomic and social woes. 

C^g^ised gangs of anned 
riot«s fought police, looted 
srores and then set them on 
fire this week. 

The disturbances caused 
one death, at least 20 in- 
juries and millions of dol- 
lars of damge to 'pro] 
md«Iy governriie'hi . 
din^ afid'shops. ’ ‘ 

French Guiana, lociued in 
northem South America, 
has been in French hands 
since the 17th century and is 


uil- 


the only non-independent 
territory remaining on the 
continent. 

Pierre DartouL the French 
administrator (known os a 
prefect) in Guiana, des- 
cribed the riots as “planned 
. actions by organised groups 
who aim to destebilise 
Guiana.” 

Though he had no evi- 
dence dial foreign gover- 
. ments were to blame, he 
said many of the rioters 
were foreign nationals. 

The riots w^re sparked by 
a' 'strike ofTtigh'scHool stu- 
dents protesting poor condi- 
tions in local schools, but 
soon were overtaken by 
more radical groups, some 


of whom favour French 
Guiana's independence 
from mainland France. 

Paris has responded by 
sending more than 500 
paramilitary riot police to 
the city of 35.0(X). France’s 
minister of education and 
minister for overseas terri- 
tories are to arrive in a few 
weeks to organise wide- 
ranging talks early next year 
on the department's prob- 
lems. 

' •’Rfench_ Guiana' lags be- 
hind mainland France io 
housing, education and 
health. Official unemploy- 
ment exceeds 23 per cent 
and young people under 25. 
who moke up 50 per cent of 


the population, are the hard- 
est hiL 

But subsidies from Paris 
and more recently Brussels 
pump up the standard of liv- 
ing to tile highest in South 
America. 

French Guiana's cost of 
living exceeds that of Paris, 
necessitating a 40 per cent 
bonus for civil servants who 
make up a third of the work 
force. , 

The departre'em imported 
S7S0 million. in goods in 
1994 versus S45 million in 
exports, mostly In state-sub- 
sidised shrimp, wood and 
hotels. 
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Frightening precedent 

ISRAELI SUPREME court last Thursday took a 
very bizarre decision. It overturned a lower court's 
ruling that barred the use of physical force by the 
Israeli secret police against Palestinian detainee 
Mohammad Hamdan. The decision drew severe crit- 
icism from international human rights agencies. The 
first body to openly reject the Israeli ruling was nat- 
urally the U.N. Committee on the Convention 
against Torture which labelled the decision as one 
sanctioning torture. **It is particularly disappoint- 
ing.'* said a member of the committee, ‘Hhat such a 
civilised society as Israel should feel the need to resort 
to such measures even in the fhee of imminent dan- 
ger.” 

Historically, Israel has given Its security forces the 
right to torture Palestinians during interrogation. 
As far back as 1987 the Shin Bet was officially autho- 
rised to use **moderate physical pressure,” when 
interrogating Arabs and 'increased physical pres- 
.<nire.” when an "attack appeared imminent” 

Of course there is a thin line that divides moderate 
physical pressure from torture. The rationale behind 
the Israeli supreme court's relaxation of the rules 
against the use of torture was the presumption that 
Mr. Hamdan "holds crucial information which 
would enable the frustration of future disasters.” 
What is disappointing about this new Israeli 
Jurisprudence is not only the fact that it contravenes 
in the clearest way possible tiic Convention against 
Torture, which Israel has ratified and accepted as 
legally binding, but also that it sets a bad example in 
the region mr the promotion and protection of 
human rights. If states start expounding and applying 
the principle that the ends justify the means, the 
cause of human rights would be dealt a severe blow. 
What distinguishes a democracy Dtim a totalitarian 
regime is the faithful adherence to international 
norms. There can be no room for expediency in the 
- -|)ur$uit of fniihan rights and the rise ofari iratnineni 
danger shoold not override tins principle. 

There is' Uierefore every fear that the Israeli posi- 
tion on torture would set a dangerous precedent that 
undemocratic countries would exploit In their 
onslaught on basic human rights. There are always 
elTcclive but legal means to conduct interrogations 
when there are security risks. The democratic world 
has been more than successful in maintaining law and 
order without dangerously bending laws. The basis 
on which the braeli supreme court rested its decision 
is the presumption that the suspect holds very impor- 
tant information. Over and above the fact that tor- 
ture is a taboo under all circumstances and condi- 
tions, the presumption that the suspect has very* cru- 
cial information may not prove to be true. The 
deployment of illegal duress to establish the veracity 
or falsehood of this presumption is something that no 
civilised nation should tolerate. Israel cannot vindi- 
cate its departure from basic human rights standards 
by claiming that its security is being threatened. It 
cannot claim that it is the only true democracy in the 
region and then violate the most basic of human 
rights, the right to fair treatment. It cannot point its 
• finger at other totalitarian regimes if it indulges in 
I their own methods. If today the Israeli supreme court 
I sanctions torture, should we expect it tomorrow to 
I sanction graver violation? The mere thought is frigbt- 
i eninu. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

.AS THE date of resumption of parliameniary sessions, 
Nov. (9. approaches, political and other groups ore dis- 
cu.ssing i.'isue.s and making predictions connected with 
Parliament's work and the topics that require priority 
ou the agenda, said Bassam Tell, a writer for A1 Ra'i. 
Conflicting views persist on such topics as poverty, 
unemployment, economic recession, higher education, 
jdmini<i(r.iiive corruption and workers* w'ages among 
Otlien>; and all these require due attention and solutions, 
he -iald. But liie writer noted that perhaps the most con- 
im\LT.Aijl issue is the elections law. Most of the politi- 
cal groups call for its substitution with a modem law 
(hat takes into consideration the rights of oil communi- 
ties in a lair ntanner. While different groups present dif- 
ferent ideas on how to reform the elections law. they are 
almost all in agreement on the need for the country to 
scrap the present one-person, one-vote system, added 
the writer. He .said that the government and Porljameni 
ought to respond favourably to the call for change in a 
bid to enhance democracy and the concept of pluralism 
and respect of the rights of all groups. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour drew attention to the fact 
that coffee prices declined in the past few- months, by 
50 |icr cent in some cases, on the inicmacional markets 
and demanded that coffee prices in Jordan follow suiL 
Now that the government ha.s responded to the decline 
in the 'vheal prices in world markets and is planning to 
reduce the price of bread, it can dp the same thing with 
the coffee prices, said Mohammad Daoud. U is unrea- 
.sonable to see ground colTce still sold at JD 4.5 or JD 5 
a kilogramme while its price on world markets was 
reduced by 50 per cent, and while the price of coffee 
bcan.s has dropped by 30 per cent in Jordan, said the 
writer. Sugge.stlng that tlie price of a kilo of ground cof- 
fee should not exceed JD 2.5, the writer .said that the 
Jordanian Consumers Protection Society, which is sup- 
po.scJ to protect the consumers' interests, and the 
Mlnisir}- of Supply, which normally intervene.^ and 
contrulA prices. iuichUo stcpjn and put matters right. 
He said even at JD 2.5 or JD 3. retail merchants seNing 
coffee can still make 100 per eent profit. In light of the 
high cost of living and the soanng pricc.s of various 
basic comriKxlilies. he added, such interventions seems 
imperative. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Minimum wages — an ‘inevitable, civilised move’ 


IF. AT long last, Jordan would impose a legal minimum 
wage limit the credit (or the blame) will go to Dr. Abdul 
Hafez Shakhonbeh, the cuirent minister of labour, who 
adopted the idea enthusiastically, oad worked hard to gain 
support, despite the fact that the idea was initially met with 
reservations in the private sector circles, scepticism among 
government officials and near apathy among economists 
commentators, and even leaders of labour unions. 

Strictly speaking, the imposition of a minimum wage is 
a big exception from the concept of free initiative and 
inieraciion between supply and demand in the market. 
Basically, wages, like ^e prices of other goods and 
vices. should be left to find their own level to secure clear- 
ance of the supply and demand in the market. However, 
woik in particular is not a usutd commodity, the production 
of which can be reduced if demand decreased. Ic is a 
human element which deserves to be looked upon and 
treated differently. 

The line of poverty in Jordan was determined three years 
ago to be at the income level of JD 120 per month per fam- 
ily. Some 18 per cent of the Jordanian population fall 


below this humble line. The main cause of poverty is obvi- 
ously unemployment. It is not normal for a citizen to be 
working, earning a monthly salary, and yet staying below 
tfw line of poverty. The least that a regular wor^ng person 
expects is that the wage earned guarantees the basic ne^ 
of the worker's family. 

Therefore, the imposition of .a minimum wage, not less 
than JD 120 a monih. would evidently be a logical step to 
be taken by a government that cares. No one can claim 
that such a level is too high. Of course actual wages may 
exc^ the minimum wage depending on experience, cir- 
cumstances and other practical considerations. Supply and 
demand will continue to operate and determine wages. 
Only there will be no ceiling, but there is a floor to be 
observed. 

We do not ignore the negative side effects which may 
arise from the policy of minimum wages. For instance, it 
is claimed that a minimum wage will reduce demand on 
labour and suppress jobs which would otherwise be avail- 
able. It is bound to hurt the weakest groups of job seekers. 
There would be little chance to employ a handicapped per- 


son. someone with little or no experience, or. for that mat- 
ter, the very young and the very old. 

Employers which have to pay the minimum wage any- 
way will naturally pick the strongest and most experi- 
enced. In this respecL I shall not dwell on the other claim 
that minimum wages will raise the cost of production and 
consequently hurt competitiveness because, on average, 
the payrolls in Jordan's manufacturing industries make 
less than 20 per cent of the overall cost of products. The 
salaries of only a small portion of workers will be subject- 
ed to the minimum wages as most others already earn 

more. . .. 

Everyone has the right to express reservations and objec- 
tioas to the imposition of a new policy of minimum wages, 
nnH give strong and logical a^uments to support ^his/her 
position. However, the move is inevitable. It is a civilised 
step that is called for in the Jordanian labour market. Dr. 
Shakhanbeh has every reason to cany on with his mission 
and mobilise the necessary political and professional sup- 
port to put his idea into action. 


Huntington’s world — fitting his theory, only 


By Gwynne Dyer 

IF YOU' believe the doctors, 
nothing is wholesome: if 
you believe the prie.sts. 
nothing is moral; if you 
believe the soldiers, nothing 
is safe. And if you believe 
the director of the John M. 
Olin Institute for Strategic 
Studies, we are heading for 
a global clash of civilisa- 
tions far more intractable 
than the old cold war. 

Professor Samuel P. 
Huntington, the Harvard- 
based academic who heads 
the Olin Institute, has an 
extensive fan club inside the 
Beltway. The Washington 
think tanks and government 
departments that once grew 
fat off the cold war were 
desperately in need of a 
credible new threat when 
Huntington came along in 
the early 90s touting a forth- 
coming "clash of civilisa- 
tions'*. 

It was just what they nee^d- 
ed as pressures for disarma- 
ment mounted: a closely 
argued. ocaderrftcuily 
respectaUea^redicboQ, jbat 
the "West." “Islam", and 
"East A.sia" were heading 
into a long, difficult and 
perhaps violent confronta- 
tion. So keep your guard up 
and your powder diy. Give 


us lots of money, in other 
words. 

Now Huntington has done 
it again. His new book. 
"The clash of civilisations 
and the remaking of world 
order." published this month 
in the United Statps by 
Simon and Shuster, will be 
welcomed by military- 
industrial complexes every- 
where. And ft will have as 
much appeal to Iranian aya- 
tollahs and Asian dictators 
as to the U,S. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and the “Beltway ban- 
dits." If unbridgeable differ- 
ences are what you need, be 
has got them. 

Huntington's basic argu- 
ment is that “modernisa- 
tion" ^ i.e.. industrialisa- 
tion, urbanisation, mass 
education, mass media, etc. 
— has different effects in 
different cultures. It has led 
to democracy and indi%ddti- 
aJism in Western societies, 
but in cultures with other 
traditions it will produce 
very diflerent results. 

llus forces Huntington to 
argue that Iran under the 
ayatollahs, for example, is 
somehow more representa- 
tive of modem Islam than 
Turkey, a “tom" country 
that made the terrible mis- 
take of emulating Western 
models of modernisation. 


“Throughemt the Muslim 
World." Huntington writes 
approvingly, “people are 
rating against the 
“Westoxiffcation" of their 
societies." 

“East Asia" (which seems 
to incltKle anywhere there 
are si^iftcont Chinese 
minorities) impresses him 
even -mrxe. But the East 
Asia that wins his approval 
as an authentic “civilisa- 
tion" is the East Asia of 
Deng Xiao-ping's China 
and Lee Kwan Yew's 
Stng^x>re. authoritarian 
states where allegedly 
"Western" perversions like 
free speech and democracy 
are rejected, not the East 
Asia of Thailand and South 
Korea where they are hon- 
oured. 

There is a great deal of 
special pleading in 
Huntington's choice of 
“civilisations". Twemy-firsi 
century India, for example, 
is likely to be at lea.st as 
great an economic power as 
21st-century China. But 
India is a democmtic coun- 
try that produces less anti- 
Western rhetoric, so it gets 
far less of Huntington's 
oirention. 

And irtiat kind of logic 
makes Iran, where average 
per capita income ha.s fallen 


by half in the past 20 years, 
a more authentic represenia- 
tive of the Muslim World 
than Turkey, a prosperous 
and powerful nation whose 
government is secular and 
democratic? Only the fact 
that Iran fits Huntington's 
‘ model, and resonates 
strongly in the American 
psyche. 

Huntingon's great influ- 
ence in Western political 
and military circles spring.^ 
from the fact that he shares 
the market's basic preju- 
dices; While making a great 
show of political correct- 
ness and cultural relativism, 
at bottom he completely 
accepts the notion (an arti- 
cle of faith in those circles.! 
that modernisation is syn- 
onymous with 

Westernisation. 

‘The West." he writes, 
“believe.^ that the non- 
Western peoples should 
commit themselves to the 
Western values of democra- 
cy. free markets, limited 
governments, separation of 
church and state, human 
rights. Individualism, and 
the rule of law... but the 
dominant attitudes towards 
them in non-Westem cul- 
tures range from .scepticism 
to intense opposition." 

Western values? Excuse 


me. Mr. Huntington, bur just 
how many of those 
“Western values” did Henry 
Vni of England believe in? 
Or Louis XIV of France? 

The West, until it began to 
modernise, subscribed to 
values much more conserv- 
ative and hierarchical than 
those currently advocated 
by Lee Kwoo Yew. Indeed, 
its social rules regarding the 
behaviour of men and 
women would have met 
with the approval of 
Ayatollah Khomeini, while 
Henry VIII, 300 years after 
Magna Carta, wa.s the 
English-speaking world'.s 
closest approach to a Stalin. 

What Huntington misses, 
with the arrogance typical 
of a certain caste of 
Westerner, is that the West 
was an absolutely typical 
pre-industrial society until it 
began to modernise. You 
con find individuals in the 
pre-modem histoiy of every 
civilisation who advocated 
free speech, human rights 
and even democracy, but 
until modernisation began- 
they bad no chance of win- 
ning. 

Once modernisation does 
get under way, however, 
their odds on success go up 
dramatically — and it 
makes no difference where 


they are. Japan, India and 
Turkey, which are not 
“Western" by and stretch of 
the imagination, have no 
more trouble running free, 
democratic societies than 
Italy. Brazil and the 
Philippines. Which is to say 
that they have lots of trou- 
ble. but succeed neverthe- 
less. 

Modernisation destroys 
the old hierarchies every- 
where. and unleashes huge 
social changes everywhere. 
Many of those changes, 
especially in the sphere of 
sex and the family, are 
upsetting, and some ore 
destructive. But there's 
nothing particularly 

"Western" about the 
changes, except that the 
West was the first region of 
the world to go through 
them. Modem cultural val- 
ues are not “Western." they 
just happen to have Western 
baggage. 

Any other society that 
modernises Is almost certain 
■ to., go through the same 
changes (and. suffer the 
same angst about them). But 
the only civilisations that 
will really fit Huntington's 
model are the ones that stall 
half way. So far, no major 
one has. 


Muddling through to the world’s most impossible job 


A panel Investigating the efficiency of the C/.iV, 
has called for extensive reform ana the introduc- 
tion of world class management". One place to 
start, according to a report by two O.N. veterans, 
would be to scrap the ramsHdckle method cf fill- 
ing the top job. 


By Daniel Nelson 

THE UNITED Stales has 
received virtually no support 
for its attempt to stop 
Boutros Ghali from taking a 
second term of office os 
United Nations Secrciary- 
Ceneral. So Washington has 
given a warm welcome to the 
Mali Foreign Minister's 
comment that he is prepared 
to back an alternative candi- 
date. 

Dioncounda Traore's con- 
dition is that the alternative 
candidate should be African. 

If the Mdi,m stand catches 
on. it would be a boost for 
one of the strongest .African 
candidates for the top U.N. 
job. Ghana's Kofi .Anan, the 
respected undersecrciaiy- 
general for peacekeeping. 

And it would be a set-back 
for other potential candi- 


dates. including Japan's 
Sadako Ogata, the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
and Irish President Mary 
Robinson. 

Traore's insistence that any 
oliemaiive must be Africa — 
to ensure that an African gels 
the usual two terms — is per- 
fectly understandable given 
that geographic origins arc 
traditionally a key factor la 
the appointment. But the 
overriding emphasis on geo- 
graphic qualification also 
illustrates the absurdity of 
the selection process for 
what the first secretary-gen- 
eral, Trygve Lie, described 
a.s “the most impossible job 
on earth" — and indeed the 
weaknesses in the way that 
appointments are made for 
all senior jobs in the United 
Nations. 

There is no timetable fev 


the proces.s of selecting a 
seerrtary-geoerai. no 

methodical search for the 
best p^^R. no official or 
body initiate.s the nomination 
of camlidat^, no biography 
is required, nobody verifles 
the c^idaies’ records, there 
are no mtricuons on cam- 
^gnlng (favouring those, 
such as Boutro.s Ghali. with 
the means or facilities to 
travel and promote them- 
selves). th«e has been no 
debate fm* 50 years on most 
aspects of the job. including 
the custom of a flvc-ycar. 
renewable term. 

This is no way to run a 
market stall, let alone on 
organisation ^niggling with 
dozens of emergencies 
around the world while try- 
ing to refenm itself. 

The result of this disorder- 
ly muddle i.s, literally, an 
“old-boy network" affair in 
which the main qualincaiion 
is the ability to gel pa.sl all 
five potenti^ vetoes of the 
pemument members of the 
Security Council (the U.S.. 
China. Ru»ia. France and 
Britain). 

To compound matters, say 
two U.N. vcleranji — former 


Under Secretory-General for 
Special Political Affairs 
Brian lirquhart and the late 
Erskinc Childers, former 
senior adviser to the U.N. 
Dirccior-Gcncral for Deve- 
lopment and International 
Economic Cooperation — 
the heads of the U.N.'.s spe- 
cialised agencies are also 
selected haphazardly, thus 
rendering rmpo.ssible the 
eniergenec of an integrally 
planned U.N. team. 

Their recommendatjons 
include seven-year, non- 
rcncwablc terms of office for 
all execuijvc-hcad posts: a 
calendar of appoinlrncnts .so 
that all agency heads an; 
appointed early in the term 
of an incoming secretary- 
general: establishment of an 
active search process in 
order to extend the reservoir 
of potential eandidutas 
beyond tho.se promoting 
their own nomination; stan- 
dard nile.s for nominuiions. 

They al.so urge an end to 
job monopolies — for exam- 
ple. the cu.siom that the heads 
of the U.N. Dcvclopmcni 
Programme (UNDP) and the 
U.N. Childlrcn's Fund 
(UNICEF) should be U.S. 


naiionaks. In the case of 
UNDP. Washington .simply 
sends the secretary-general 
the name. (7'he practice 
c.xicnds to the even more 
powerful World Bank, where 
the president i.s always horn 


the U.S.. 
Inicmaiional 


and the 
Monciarv 


Fund, where the managing 
director is always a 
European). 

Urquhun and Childers 
point out that of the 1 1 c.xcc- 
uiive heads to date in UNDP. 
UNICEF and the U.N. 
Population Fund — organi- 
sations charged with assist- 
ing developing countries — 
only four hud previous work- 
ing experience in ThinJ 
World devcIopmenL only 
two have been nationals of 
developing countries, and 
only two have been women. 

They also point to cases of 
candjdate.s and their govern- 
ments promising develop- 
ment projects and jobs in 
return for support, intimida- 
tion of international civil ser- 
vants into active campaign- 
ing for an incumbent's 
rccleciion. and the u.sc of an 
executive head's time and 
travel funds for joumcv 


seeking reelection votes. 

The system needs cleaning 
up. but unlike the vexed 
question of overall U.N. 
reform, improvements could 0 
be effected fairly simply by 
the adoption of procedures 
along the lines e.stablished in 
this pamphlet. 

There is one problem. 
Urquhan and Childers say 
their study i.s based on the 
assumption that member 
governments really do wish 
to find the best people for the 
top jobs. This may be an 
assumption too far. They 
themselves admit that strong 
and independent leadership 
by the secretary-general is 
sometimes resented, that 
governmenLs have no inten- 
tion of giving up control of 
the U.N.. and that many U.S. 
politicians ore questioning 
the basic rationale of the 
U.N. 

A wcll-qualifled secretory- ^ 
general with a coordinated 
team of agency heads would 
fill them with fear rather than 
hope. 

Gemini News Service 


Children are better off, but the world’s effort must continue 


By Carol Bellamy 

GENEVA — Pessimists be 
advised: Progre» towards 
improving the human condi- 
tion exists and i.s gaining 
ground. Optimists be 
warned: Unless momentum 
is maintained, these gains 
may be lost. 

In September 1990. world 
iead^ fit>m 1 59 countries 
gathered in New York for a 
World Summit for Children, 
in an effort to set ambitious 
Year 2000 goals for the sur- 
vival. protection and devel- 
opment of children. The 
Washington Post called the 
meeting a “world summit 
long overdue." 

Midway throu^ a decade 
of signifleanr pro^re.ss on 
behalf of children, it is now- 


clear just how overdue it 
was. 

At the United Nations, 
data from nearly two-thirds 
of the countries that accept- 
ed the summit challenge 
have been under study. A 
report by the secretary-gen- 
era] confirms that real 
progress is being made- 

The generation of the 1990s 
is already Ac largest ever. 
Wlien it becomes (he firsl to 
reach adulthood in the 2ist 
century, it will be the best fed, 
healthiest, most literaie and 
longest-lived in human history. 

The achievements repon^ 
thus far arc remarkable. On tar- 
get. about 80 per cent of chil- 
dren under age 1 are now 
immunised against the major 
diseases of childhood, and 89 

countries have already reached 


the Ycir 20(X) goal of 90 per 
ceiu. Poiio may soon be eradi- 
cated. nevw again it> twist chil- 
dren's limbs, and measles cases 
ore down by 90 per cent in 
most counuics. 

Tbe use of .simple oral rchy- 
dration. (bcripy to combat diar- 
rhoea that C3U.SCS nearly a 
feunb of all deaths of childn;n 
under age 5 has doubted. 

Dc?^tt a large increase in 
binhs. an estimated million 
fewer children under age 5 will 
die tins year than in 1990. 

Also remarkable are the ways 
these goals are being achiev^. 
Govcnrmeoi in rm>rc than ISO 
coumrics have drawn up 
national programmes of action, 
and Citizens in 70 of these 
countries have created grass- 
roots inifialivrs for children at 
ihc community level, where 


change really touches lives. 

There are, of course, (Jisap- 
pnintmcnis. Unresolved is.sucs 
such as how' to provide better 
nutrition, halt the abomination 
of child exploitation .ind attack 
the causes of maternal mortali- 
ty remain as reminders of just 
how challenging our Year 2000 
goals really arc. 

If wc haven't completely 
reached the heighLs wc arc aim- 
ing Rv. there nre reasons, 
Crushing debt burden-s and 
civil wars, especially in Africa, 
have held back some countries 
to the point where it is dc,ir 
that they will noi reach the 
goals on schedule. In .some 
republics of Ihc (hrmcr Soviet 
Union, social services have 
dctcrinratcd as (mnsitton of 
free niurkci economics has left 
the most vulnerable without 


accustomed safety nets. 

in 1993. UNICEF estimated 
that $25 billion a year in extra 
resources would he enough to 

mc« the basic needs of cverv 
man. woman and child for ade- 
quate fra>d. safe water, primarv- 
health care, family planning 
and basic education. That rela- 
tively small injection of money 
h.Ts not maicriali.scd. and inter- 
naiton.-t| aid is ji its lowest 
level in 20 years, 

Developing coumnes spend 
more on debt servicing and 
armed services than on these 
basic needs, and little miirc 
lluin ft per cent of the $40 bil- 
lion international bilateral aid 
actually goes in the soci.i| sec- 
tor. Thus, much of the funds 
required could he found bv 
reallocating existing resources 
We must be mindful thai 


reaching the goaI.s is not on end 
in iisclf. and i)ut sustaining 
performance is the crucial end 
product. Progress should not be 
judged solely on whedicr every 
goal is technically on target, 
but rather on whether the 
process for affecling real 
change i.s succeeding, and 
whether the momentum can 
Continue to grow. 

In elections around the world 
this year, wc hear many 
promises about making a better 
future for children. No new 
blueprints are needed. We have . 
proof that the promises of the ^ 
summit for children were not 
Just rhetoric. The goals are 
what wcall want and what chil- 
dren deserve, 

fniemational Herald Tribune 
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By Ariene Getz 

NEW YEAR’S Eve rev- 
ellers will not be alone 
when they wake up with 
hangovers on the first day 
of the year 2000. Comput- 
er experts also • face a 
n^or headache. 

Tne problem is that 
much of the world's com- 
puter software has not 
been programmed to 
advance into a new centu- 
ry — and will mm their 
clocks back to 1900. 

It may sound trivial, but 
it is a problem which 
could tl^w business, 
government and banking 
into chaos. 

“The year 2000 date 
change ^ses one of the 
most significant chal- 
lenges ever faced by the 
IT (information technolo- 
gy) industry,” Kevin 
Schick, research director 
of the Connecticut-based 
Gartner Group providing 
IT advisory services, told 
a U.S. congressional sub- 
comnuttee. 

“(It) will have enormous 
impact on business appli- 
cations, package solutions 
and system sol^are, even 
putting some companies 
at risk in their business. 
The bottom line is that the 
year 2000 ‘virus* is the 
• most devastating to- 
infect the* world's business., 
and IT systems.” 

In fact, the problem is 
less a computer virus than 
the arrival' of a day that 
pioneering programmers 
thought may never come. 
It arises from the fact that 
the makers of early soft- 
ware tried to save valu- 
able storage space by allo- 
cating two digits instead 
of four to record a specif- 
ic year. Thus 1996 is 
stor^ in data files as 96 
and 2000 will appear in 
millioos of data files, as 
00 . 

Time-sensitive comput- 
ers will not like to be told 
they have been returned to 
a pre-electronic era. In a 
fit of technological 
iq)oplexy, they may 
respond either by putting 
down or by distorting cal- 
culations because they 
believe (X) is an earlier 
date than 99. 


“A finan- 
cial spread- 
sheet or pro- 
jection, 
therefore, 
might show 
the financial 
wtrend for the 
1999-2000 
period run- 
ning back- 
wards rather 
than for- 
wards,” 
explains 

-- New York 

computer 
law expert Jeff JinnetL 
Insurance company 
computers might believe 
that a policy due to expire 
in 2001 had run out in 
1901. “A non-compliant 
bank computer calculating 
interest for a financial 
instrument for the period 
of 1995 through the year 
2(XX) might instead calcu- 
late the interest for die 
period of 1900 through 
1995 — for a 96-year 
period instead of a six- 
year period,” says Jinnect. 

The consequences of 
such incorrect calcula- 
tions are enormous. 

Automatic banking 
machines could reject 
credit cards they deem to 
have expired 100 years 
earlier. Governments 
which keep computer- 
based records to deter- 
mine information such as 
a citizen’s age may find 
their software claiming 
that a 60-year-old is really 
minus 40, and therefore 
not eligible for pension or 
social security payments. 

It is hard to predict how 
many of these digital 
doomsday scenarios will 
take place. Many compa- 
nies have already begun a 
scramble to reprogramme 
their software. 

Numerous conferences 
”'are*’*Beih'r:6fganTsfcJd bf*’’" 
' softw^ ^“ilnariufacturefs ' 
offering various debug- 
ging SOlUUODS. 

At least one site on the 
global Internet computer 
network (Internet adoress: 
http://www.year2000.com 
) has generated a lively 
exchange of ideas on how 
to cope with what site 
founder Peter de Jager 
describes as a looming 
“catastrophe”. 

There are also those who 
believe the problem has 
been exaggerated by tech- 
nology Arms hoping to 
generate business. 

Software management 
consultant Nicholas Zveg- 
intzov, for example, calls 
the precjictions “a huge 
and unique racket” In an 
article in the journal 
American Programmer he 
writes: “The problem is 
f^, but solutions are for 
sale.” 

Whatever the hype, it is 



clear that computer sys- 
tems around the world 
will experience some sort 
of disruption over the next 
few years. For some, such 
as those using forecasting 
software, the problem has 
already begun. 

In other cases, the Wall 
Street Journal has reported 
that at least one large 
insurer has had to stop 
writing four-year policies 
and may have to stop sell- 
ing thi^-year policies 
next year if it cannot cor- 
rect its software. 

While many of the prob- 
lems can and will be cor- 
rected, doing so will be an 
expensive and time-con- 
suming endeavour. Rather 


than simply changing the 
date on a computer, bil- 
lions of lines of computer 
programming will have to 
be changed. 


of code. The Canner 
Group estimates the final 
cost to businesses world- 
wide will be between 
$300 billion and $600 bil- 


‘‘Whatever the hype, it is clear that com- 
puter systems around the world will 
experience some sort of disruption over 
the next few years. For some, such as 
those using forecasting software, the 
problem has already begunJ^ 


One firm, the Prudential 
Insurance Company of 
America, is reportedly 
budgeting $150 million to 
connect 125 million lines 


lion by 1999 — and even 
then, 30 per cent of com- 
puter applications will not 
be ready in time. 

Tliis, in turn, could gen- 


erate major leg^ problems 
in determining who 
should be held li&le when 
companies or clients suf- 
fer losses because of the 
date change. 

'This is not a problem 
for 2CXX),” says Gartner 
Group vice-president Dar- 
lene Brown. “Tliis a prob- 
lem for today.” 


Arlene Getz, a former 
southern Afiican corre- 
spondent, now based in 
Boston, writes a regular 
column on news from 
cyberspace. This article is 
reprinted from the Gemini 
News Service. 


WHEN VocalTec launched 
the first commercial soft- 
ware to support telephone 
calls across the Internet in 
February 1995, a media 
blitz followed. More than 
5,000 newspaper and maga- 
zine articles appeared 
across the globe. 

Some predicted the end of 
telephone companies 
because carriers would be 
deprived of their 
inieisational call revenue os 
everyone moved to the 
InteroeL Others predicted 
that the Internet would 
buckle under the weight of 
voice trafiic, which in any 
case it was not designed to 
handle. Still others scoffed 
that the technology would 
never take off, since the line 
quality was poor and setting 
up a complicated. 

Last year, Vcx:a]Tec’s 
unruffled president and 
CEO, Elon Ganor, insisted, 
“The telcos ultimately will 
make money out of this 
because they all have so 
much daik fiber (unused 
fiber optic plant) — perhaps 
60 per cent to 70 per cent of 
their available bandwidth is 
idle — that it will not take 
away from their existing 
revenue screams; indeed, it 
will generate new traffic.” 

It seems he was right The 
main U.S. carriers — which 
in theory would be hardest 
hit because the vast majori- 
ty of Internet users are in the 
United States — have 
jumped on the bandwagon. 
AT&T is expected to launch 
its own voice over the Inter- 
net service. MCI is expected 
to make an announcement 
soon, while Sprint is a char- 
ter member of the pressure 
group Voice Over Net- 
wori^. 

This group was formed in 
response to small and medi- 
um-sized transmission 
capacity resellers' petition- 
ing the U.S. regulator, the 
Fi^eral Communication 
Commission (FCC), to ban 
biteroet telephony — which 
the FCC reftised to do. 

Although there are still 
concerns that voice across 
the Internet will cause 
severe v congestion and 
downgrade service for all 
users, Scott Wharton. 
VocalTec’s product manager 
for New Jersey-based Inter- 
net Phone, says concerns 
are exaggerated; “Even with 
all the ove±eads. tiie com- 
pressed voice technology 
we are using only takes up 
lOkbit/s. Compare that with 
someone using Netscape 
(the most popular browser 
software used to located 
information on die Internet). 
It would take up every bit of 
bandwidth supplied by a 
fast modem or ISDN (tete- 
grated Services Digital Net- 
work) link to download a 
graphic.” 

According to a recent 


study published by IDC of 
Framingham, Massachu- 
setts. half a million people 
all over the world are 
already using Internet tele- 
phony, and 94 per cent of 
them are thought to be using 
VocalTec's products. The 
consultancy expects the 
worldwide market to grow 
from being worth around 
$3.5 million in 1995 to $560 
million by 1999. 

Video version 

Mr. Wharton says techno- 
logical advances in the 
Internet Phone have been 
“staggering" since its 
launch last year and that 
VocalTec is testing a video 
phone version. The compa- 
ny already sells a product 
that allows an on-screen 
“whiteboard” to be shared 
so that two parties can work 
on a document or graphic 
while discussing it. 

The Internet Kione Tele- 
phtMiy Gateway is the prod- 
uct that VocalTec believes 
will take Internet telephony 
out of the realms of early 
adopters and into the corpo- 
rate mainstream. It was 
developed in conjunction 
with Dialogic, one of the 
leading companies in voice 
technologies. The gateway 
enables people who are both 
using Internet Phones to 
speak to each other, it also 
allows a phone call between 
two people using the regular 
public network or between 
people with one party using 
Internet telephony and ±e 
other a conventional phone. 

Mr. Wharton describes it 
as “a heavy-duty corporate 
solution, particularly for 
communication within com- 
panies, between remote 
offices. Cable companies, 
telcos and Internet access 
providers are snapping it up 
to offer- the service to their 
own customers,” he says. 

Even at the basic level, the 
original Internet Phone has 
been much improved. The 
latest version. Release 4.0, 
was launched in June. 
According to Mr. Wharton, 
it has been so well received 
that the company's business 
has grown by 300 per cent 
He says that quality will 
continue to improve as 
users upgrade their PCs to 
faster Pentium-based com- 
puters. 

Some sort of regulation 
will probably be necessary 
to the Internet, since it 
seems highly unlikely that 
the current development 
rate can be sustained \yith- 
out eventually overloading 
the Lnfiastructure. 

What to do or how to do it 
are still unanswered ques- 
tions, but the Internet com- 
munity and the ITU are talk- 
ing. 

Jniemational Herald Tribune 
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Oceans, the dustbin 
of nuclear history 


OCTEVDLLE, France 

(AFP) — Even though they 
were halted 16 years ago, 
atmospheric nuclear 

weapons tests remain the 
chi^ source of radioactive 
poUution of the world’s 
oceans, according to 
research data compiled by 
$cientists. 

Between 1945 and 1980, 
the fallout fixim such tests 
produced 100 times more 
radioactive aerosols than 
die meltdown of the Cher- 
nobyl nuclear power plant 
in Ukraine in 1986, the 
atomic energy industry's 
worst accident to date. 
Total activity generated by 
those postwar tests regis- 
tered as 2400 million ter- 
abecqueiek (units measur- 
ing r^oactive decay). 

‘^e findings have been 
under study here this week 
■at a symposium for 200 sci- 
enti^ from 27 countries 
organised by France’s 
nuclear safety .mstitute and 
the british minis try of agri- 
culture, fisheries and food. 
They were making an invento- 
ty of radionuclides and their 
flux in the sea. A second ses- 
sion scheduled for Norwich, 
England, next April will 


examine the impact of artifi- 
cial radioaciivit>' on marine 
environments. 

At the atmospheric test sites 
themselves, there was veiy 
strong exposure to radiation at 
the moment of the explosion, 
but no serious contamination 
because the radioactive cloud 
was each time propelled very 
quickly to an altitude of more 
than 10,000 metres. 

Maximum concentraiions of 
plutonium 239 inside the 
Mururoa lagoons in French 
Polynesia in the south Pacific 
gave the low reading in 1986 
of 620 millibecquerels per 
cubic metre of water. The 
symposium contrasted that 
figure with the 250,000 mil- 
libecquerels registered in 1975 
in the Irish Sea. where nuclear 
fuel reprocessing plants at Sel- 
lafield and Dounreay in 
Britain and at La Hague in 
France discharge their waste. 

The effluent has been 
reduced tenfold since 1980, 
but the Irish Sea still contains 
one of the highest concentra- 
tions of caesium 137 and plu- 
tonium. The sea is shallow and 
has weak currents, making it 
easy for radionuclides to settle 
on the seabed and keep emit- 
ting some radiation. 


It is all evidence of how the 
seas and oceans have been 
used as the dustbins of nuclear 
history. They contain the 
waste matter left over from 
civilian uses of atomic energy. 
They are also littered with the 
radioactive detritus of its mili- 
tary applications — missile 
parts, torpedoes, bombs, com- 
plele nuclear submarines, 
satellites using nuclear gener- 
ators. They were mislaid or 
deliberately dumped like so 
much every day rubbish in the 
belief the waters would absorb 
no maner what. 

Plotting the ocean depths 
and their sediments and 
observing the behaviour of 
currents, the .scientists have 
reached the uncomfortable 
conclusion thai few parts of 
the seaways have escaped 
radiation poisoning. They say 
reassuringly that danger to 
human life is limited because 
of the rate of dilution of the 
radionuclides. 

But that still leaves the 
nuclear reactors of 16 Soviet 
submarines and the icebreaker 
lentn squatting menacingly 
where they were dumped in 
the Arctic waters of the Bar- 
ents and Kara seas a mere 380 
metres ( 1 ,254 feet) down. 


Fish — food for the world or just the few? 


By Alan Baldwin 

Reuter 

ROME — The popular aid 
agency adage us^ to be 
that if you gave a man a 
fish, he ate for one day. If 
you taught him how to fish, 
he ate for life. 

If only it were still that 
scraightforward. 

Fishing, once a matter of 
casting a net into the sea or 
hooking with rod and line, 
is under increasing pres- 
sure as the world struggles 
to feed its fanushed 
mouths. 

Depleted marine stocks, 
environmental concern 
about fish farming in much 
of the world and -ever 
greater demands on limited 
water supplies have put the. 
squeeze on resources. 

This week an expected 
1 00 heads of state and gov- 
ernment gather in Rome 
for the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture organisation's 
(FAO) world food summit 
to pledge to reduce the 
number of under-nourished 
to 4(X) million by 2015. 

Hiey will agree that the 
world, with some 800 mil- 
lion people lacking enough 
food to meet their basic 
nutritional needs, must act 
to increase production sig- 
nificantly. 


Fishing is expected to 
make its contribution. 

FAO experts believe that, 
despite littie apparent room 
for manoeuvre, fishing 
could play a major role 
although the initial picture 
does not look particularly 
promising. 

“The potential for a dra- 
matic increase in die total 
supply of fish is very limit- 
ed, no more than one or 
two per cent per year prob- 
ably. and even that would 
be optimisiic.” said Jotge 
Csirke, senior fishery 
resources officer at the 
Rome-based FAO. 

“As far as wild resources 
are concerned, we are not 
yet at the limit but very 
close to it. The room for 
expansion is basically lim- 
ited to non-tradiriona] 
stocks.” 

Using existing Technolo- 
gy. alf are expensive to 
catch and not easily accept- 
able to many people. One 
such stock — the tiny 
shrimps called krill — are 
also a staple for whales and 
therefore envtronmentaily 
sensitive. 

However, cutting the size 
of fleets could increase the 
size of catches and reduce 
costs due to greater effi- 
ciency. 

But another way of 


increasing the amount of 
fish caught for food lies 
simply in changed usage. 

“Out of the 100,000 
tonnes of fish which is 
being caught, a good share 
of tlus is used for fish meal, 
which is ultimately being 
eaten by human beings 
because it is being used to 
feed chickens, cows, poiic, 
salmon and other fish,” 
said Mr. Csirke. 

Ironically, farms produc- 
ing salmon and other “lux- 
ury” species consume more 
than they produce — 
with huge amounts of 
marine fish being ground 
up to feed them. 

“Just diverting a small 
fraction of what is now 
being used for fishmeal 
into human consumption 
will make a huge differ- 
ence,” Mr. Csirke, a Pera- 
vian whose country is one 
of the world’s biggest pro- 
ducers of fishm^, told 
Reuters. 

Peru turns between eight 
and 10 million tonnes of 
anchovies and sardines into 
fishmeal a year, a quantity 
that no market in the world 
could cuiientiy absorb as 
food for humans. 

The obstacles to conver- 
sion are mainly financial, 
with fishmeal requiring 
none of the refrigeration or 


canning costs that make 
producing firozen or tinned 
fish so expensive. 

'The problem in P*eni is 
that if you bring in fish for 
fishmeal, you get paid 
around $7 per tonne,” said 
Mr. Csiike. 

'i am sure than any of 
these boat owners, if there 
was someone pr^rared to 
pay them $150 a tonne for 
the same fish kept on ice, 
will sell it for human con- 
sumption. The problem is 
that there is no-one pre- 
pared to pay for it” 

The pi^Iem is also in > 
finding a cheap vegetable 
replacement such as soya 
to feed livestock with. 

Ocher solutions range 
from science fiction to the 
mundane. But most require 
some tough political deci- 
sions to be made and deep- 
seated cultural obstacles to 
be overcome. 

Robin Welcomme, chief 
of FAO’s inland water 
resources and acquaculture 
service, said “aquaculture" 
or fish farming was the 
fastest growing form of 
fishing and suggested that 
the future could involve 
solutions worthy of Jules 
Verne. 

In the future the scale 
may become even bigger. 

“It is technically feasible 


to have large sea farms 
with vessels looking after 
them,” Mr. Welcomme 
said, 

Transgenics — altering a 
fish's genetic make-up to 
make it more suitable to 
certain climates — is also 
being investigated 

although it is controversial 
and distrusted by many. 

An example might be 
tilapia, a mild-tasting, easi- 
ly-filleted white fish with 
few bones that grows to a 
reasonable size and which 
could be altered to increase 
its ability to live in salt 
water as well as fresh. 

Mr. Welcomme said fish 
fanning has grown by 
about seven per cent a year 
in the last decade and tiiere 
seemed to be no sign of 
growth tapering pff at pre- 
sent 

“At the moment we esti- 
mate that one fish in five 
that is eaten comes from 
aquaculture.” he said. 

Some 70 per cent of this 
production was accounted 
for by Asian and central 
European farms while 
large areas of Africa and 
Latin America had high 
potential, although land 
and water ownership rights 
frequently posed problems. 
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Rich tell poor nations to do more for themselves 


ROME (R) — The world's 
‘ ha\e.s*' told the “have 
nols" to do more for their 
own people us rich nations 
responded to appeals for 
greater support for the Itun- 
sr>’ at a U.N.-Sjwnsored 
World Food Summit. 

Saudi- Arabia and Euro- 
pean powerhouse Germany 
were among wealthy coun- 
tries that told the live-day 
summiL called to discuss 
how to provide food securi- 
ty for a booming popula- 
tion. that aid to the devel- 
oping world was not 
enough on its own. 

"The dependence of 
some developing countries, 
to a large degree, on food 
aid provided by the devel- 
oped countries and some 
international organisations 
is not the optimal solution 
in the long run." Saudi 
Agriculture and Water 
Resource.s Mini.sier Abdul- 
lah Bin Abdul Aziz Bin 
Muammur said in a speech. 

"Thus, those countries 
must be prepared to 
encounter the food security 
problem with mote serious- 
ne.ss. realism, determina- 
tion and self-depen- 
dence. ..on their own 
resources. potentialities 
and people.” he said. 

The .summit, which 
opened Wednesday at the 
U.N. Food and .Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) in the 
shadow of the refugee crisis 
in eastern Zaire, has failed 
to attract a significant num- 
ber of leaders from the 
world’s richest countries. 

German Agriculture Min- 
ister Jochen Borchert said a 
non-binding plan of action 
adopted by summit to 
halve the worlds hungry 
from 840 million in 20 


years depended on the 
principle of self-reliance in 
agriculture. 

He said social and eco- 
nomic success and efficienL 
environmentally sound 
farming were best achieved 
where "human rights are 
re.spected and freedom and 
democracy reign”. 

“Preconditions for suc- 
cess are. on the one hand, 
effective international 
coordination and monitor- 
ing. On the other hand, 
success will depend primar- 
ily on the developing coun- 
tries’ own efforLs." he said. 

FAO estimates that 75 
per cent more food will 
have to be produced in the 
next 30 years as the planet's 
population surge.s Irom 5.7 
billion to 8.7 billion by 
2030. But the agency also 
says enough is now 

grow'n to feed the existing 
population. 

The contrast between 
plenty and poverty has been 
a theme running through 
the summit, with many 
speakers from developing 
coumrie.s panning excessive 
consumption in the rich 
world and cuts in develop- 
ment aid budgets and soft 
loans. 

*rhe president of the 
World Bank, James 
Wolfensohn. acknowl- 
edged on Thursday that the 
bank had more than halved 
its support for Third World 
agriculture over the pa.st !0 
years to 52.6 billion. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said the 
bank, whose clients are 
governments outside the 
industrialised world, would 
spend more to tackle rural 
poverty but said numbers 
were not the only factor. 

“We should not mea.sure 


ourselves in terms of the 
dollars we spend but how 
wisely we spend. I don't 
wont to get into a dollar 
race,” Mr. Wolfensohn told 
a news briefing. 

The food .summit is the 
lo.st in a series of major 
U.N. conferences held over 
the past four years to set the 
global agenda on how to 
coniTont key challenges in 
the 2 1 St century. 

All. including the Rome 
meeting which ends on 
Sunday, have resorted to 
compromise to secure 
agreement and generated 
scepticism that few of the 
commiiments will be put 
into action. 

Briti.sh Oversea.s Devel- 
opment Minister Lynda 
Chalker voiced frustration 
at the tide of talk and called 
for less duplication by 
United Nations agencies. 

"1 for one — and there 
are many others — think 
that implementing action 
plans for our fellow human 
beings must be at the top of 
all our agendas, not more 
summits. We have had 
enough of them." Ms. 
ChaUter told delegates. 

While leaders of rich and 
poor nations haggle at the 
U.N.'.c food headquarters 
over who should be blamed 
for world hunger, unseen 
computers are preparing 
potentially crucial deci- 
.sions about food planning 
upstairs. 

Technocrats at the FAO's 
headquarters are trying to 
figure out exactly how 
much grain should be held 
in the world's silos after a 
year of plunging grain 
stocks triggered a United 
Nations alarm. 

‘To keep the wheels of 


commerce running we need 
to have some spare stocks 
in hand." a senior FAO 
commodity specialist said. 

Experts say finding the 
right safety mar;^n has 
important political implica- 
tions though it is not for the 
faint-hearted. 

To perform their calcula- 
tions, officials have to be 
able to juggle conc^ts like 
“carry-out,’' “cany-in” and 
“coefficients of variation”. 

The FAO is working on 
possible changes to a warn- 
ing system on food security 
created during a 1970s food 
scare. 

When grain stocks drop 
below ] 7 or 1 8 per cent of a 
year's average consump)- 
tion. or enough supplies for 
eight weeks, the world is 
meant to sit up and take 
nodee. 

The alarm went o£f earlier 
this year when bad weather 
forced grain stocks to their 
lowest level since the sys- 
tem was invented, driving 
wheat and com prices to 
record highs. 

Crain stocks are currently 
at 15.4 per cent of aiuiutd 
demand. 

But some Western nations 
have deliberately lowered 
stocks to erase past surplus- 
es and want the FAO 
barometer changed. 

‘The grain situadon is 
actually not o& bad as tt 
seems. We now have nearly 
record harvests this year," a 
U.S. official said on the 
sidelines of the World Food 
SummiL 

U.S. officials are said to 
be among those who 
believe the world can man- 
age with lower stocks than 
in the pasL becau.se freer 
global trading rules have 


made markets more flexi- 
ble. 

But Prime Minister Lee 
Soo-Sung of South Korea, 
one of Asiafk leading grain 
importers, told the summit 
that the world needed to 
sdek to a “prevendve strate- 
gy” on storing spare food. 

“Countries, f(^ import- 
ing countries 'ui particular, 
should secure the appropri- 
ate level of reserve slocks 
and develop effective 
means to deal with possible 
disrupdve developments in 
the world food markeL” he 
said. 

Grain-e.xponing Canada, 
distancing itself from the 
mainly market-based 
approach advanced by 
Washington at the summit, 
is ready to propose a world 
food reserve to protect 
importers from sudden 
price shocks, diplomats 
have said. 

The FAO's 174 nations 
have recognised the politi- 
cal nature of the debate 
over stocks by leaving the 
final deci.sion on whether to 
change the 17-18 per cent 


threshold to an inter-gov- 
emmental meeting next 
year, officials said. 

One international food 
official at the summit .sug- 
gested developing countries 
would oppose lowering the 
barrier, which they regard 
05 a way of keeping policy- 
makers focused on the need 
to keep up production and 
maintain pressure on costs. 

“If you were on exporter 
and price.s were high, 
would you want other peo- 
ple planting fcnce-to- 
fcnce? No. so you see the 
problem,''soid the official, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied. 

FAO officials 'say their 
spreadsheets have not yet 
provided an answer on 
whether to lower or raise 
the level of stocks regarded 
a.s the mininrum necessary 
to ensure smooth supplies. 

But they stress the system 
is only a signal to policy- 
makers. not a prediction of 
where volatile grain prices 
are heading. 


Syria makes more 
than $lb in tourism 


CAIRO (AFP — Syria received almost 2.5 mil- 
lion tourists in 1995, who general^ more than 
$! billion in revenue. Tourism Minister Danho 

baud said in a report Friday. 

These figures, reported in the Arabic daily Al 
HayaL represent a substantial increase from 
numbers reported in previous years by the Syri- 
an tourism ministry, when about 500,000 tourists 
visited Syria annually. 

Mr. Daud added that several tourist projects 
had been constructed in the past few years and 
that laws had been passed to promote foreign 
investnrent in the tourism sector. 

He told the newspaper that 300 permits had 
been cranted over the last three years for the con- 
struction of hotels and restaurants. 

Mr. Daud said there had also been cooperation 
between Lebanon and Syria in the area of 
tourism, with the inauguration of a project called 
“Mona Rosa” on the highway linking Lebanon 
and Syria. 

At a cost of SIO million, this project includes 
hotels, restaurants, pools, stores and gardens, 
Mr. Daud said. 

The tourism minister added that he would soon 
start a similar project called “City Garden” on 
the road leading to the Damascus airport 
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UNIDO warns of conflict 
if poorer nations not helped 


'VIENNA iRf i — Indosiri- 
iidised mftjons must join forces 
‘ to help 'developing countries 
benefit from increasing global- 
isation or face new trade wars 
and social and political con- 
tlicL a U.N. body has warned. 

Launching its 1996 report, 
the Vienna-based United 
Nation.^ Industrial Develop- 
ment Organisation (IINIDO) 
said poorer nations must be 
helped b\' "effective manage- 
ment of sustainable de\'elop- 
meni". 

"W'iihoui a commitment to 
more sustainable and equitable 


development, a feviyai oT trade 
wars, the breakdown of 
alliances, social and political 
conflict and growing demo- 
graphic pressures could 
ensue." a UNIDO statement 
said. 

The income gulf betu'een 
the richest and poorest 20 per 
cent of the world's people had 
widened to 1 7. 1 to one in 1 989 
from a ratio of 1 1.i to one in 
1 960. the 240-page report said. 
Although the share of develop- 
ing countries in terms of u-orld 
manufacturing had gremm to 
19.8 per cent from 17.4 per 


■cent in the last IQ ye^, the 
rise hodaet been equal'across 
the board. East and South East 
Asia had benefited substantial- 
ly from the globalisation 
procc&s while sub-Stdiaran 
.Africa had been laigely 
excluded, it added. 

"\V1thout a critical mass of 
skilled workers, management 
service, researchers, the new 
technologies so crucial to 
global competitiveness will 
neither be developed nor effec- 
ti\ely transferred." it said. 

The report called for "the 
adoption of supportive domes- 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
7 Overwhelm 
6 "Wonderful one- 
“Shay" 

1 0 Depot: abbr. 

73 Mississippi 

14 Name in an 

1 5 News tidbit 
76 French river 

17 Resting 

18 Standard 
79 Abundance 

21 Scarlett's home 

22 Kitchen end 

23 Plaid pattern 
25 “I Am a — " 

29 Bean curd 

30 Summit 

31 Listen 
34 Houston 

athlete 
36 Poliiical 
pamphlet 

40 Historic period 

41 Lariat 

42 Leap forth 
suddenly 

43 Reading light 

45 Spanish cheers 

46 instruments, for 
short 

46 Actor Borgnine 
5C Selected 
53 Peel 

55 R^h's mate 
36 Conspiraev 

61 Palo— . CA 

62 Resemoiing an 
egg 

63 Violent person 

65 Gas light 

66 Onentat food 
staple 

67 D'Stnbut'on 
curve 

68 intuitive letters 

69 Paradise 

70 — OUT (barely 
beat) 
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DOWN 

1 — Lanka 

2 Small bundle of 
straw 

3 Assert 

4 Grouper 

5 ^ partial to 


6 Burglary 

7 Do— 
(indomitable) 

8 French city 

9 Taken care of 

10 Ermine 

1 1 — firma 

12 Jordan's capital 
15 Encroachment 
20 Beehive State 
24 At a distance 
35 Broadway hit 

26 — Harbor. 
Guam 

27 Repast 

26 Act of barring 
29 Trolley 

32 Congers 

33 Mr Parseghian 

35 'A — of Two 
Cities" 

36 Itmeranes. 
abbr. 

37 Kiln 

39 Smalt child 
44 Land 0i the 
Incas 
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47 Additional 
performance 

49 — one's laurels 

50 Wading bird 

51 Compels to go 

52 Leading 

53 Locale 


54 Steve or Woody 

57 Roman poet 

58 Viliam in 
... literature 

59 Elevator man 

60 Hub 

64 — Cross 


tic policies coupled with a 
leadmgiole for the private sec- 
tor'’ to prevent countries from 
being marginalised in globali- 
sation. 

"Globaluiation demands that 
governments oversee the eco- 
nomic process to ensure that 
competition is efficient and 
equitable and to foster the pri- 
vate sector's active participa- 
tion in incemational trade, pro- 
ductiCKi and technology.'’ it 
said. 

The report urged the 
intemationd community to 
rcasses its strategy towards 
poorer nations and to promote 
investment and partnership for 
development over develop- 
ment aid. UNIDO said it 
could play the port of “honest 
broker” in helping countries 
make the transition to a market 
economy. 
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US Dullvr 


1.5090 

0.6011 

1J785 

111.05 

la 

1J384 

1518.18 

1.6922 

5.1055 

DEMark 

0.6627 

- 

0.3981 

0.8471 

73.56 

0.8867 

1005.75 

1.1213 

3.3829 

GB Sicrllini; 

1.663$ 

2.511S 

- 

2.1261 

184.73 

2.2254 

2525.49 

2.8150 

8A930 

CH Franc 

0.7822 

117.98 

0.4699 

- 

86.84 

1.0464 

1187.01 

132.33 

3.9918 

JP Yen 

0.0090 

1.3582 

0.5409 

1.1508 

- 

1.2047 

13.67 

152.31 

4.5954 

CA Dciilar 

0.7472 

1.1178 

DA541 

0.9401 

1.20 

. 

1133.38 

1.2529 

3.7917 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

0.9933 

0.3956 

0.0842 

1369.11 

0.8810 

. 

11.14 

3.3607 

^^L Guilder 

Q.S909 

S6.1S 

0.3550 

7S.54 

65.58 

0.7907 

696.30 


3.0162 

FR Franc 

0.19S9 

0.2955 

0.1177 

25.0367 

21.73 

0.2621 

33.14 

33.1400 
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Miil-Eaitl Currenries 


Brent 

23.50 

23.85 


SA Riyal 

0.2666 

B31! 

0.4025 

asm 

0.16029 

ESI 

0J4103 

Bfsa 

29.6235 

W, Teisu 

24.10 

24.30 


AE Dlrliuni 

0Jt723 

0.411 

0.16367 

0.34624 

30.2489 

Bony 

23J» 

23.85 


KW Dinar 

3.3912 

5.05817 

2.0145 

4.28G33 

372.301 

Dubai 

21.85 

21 .95 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.0032 

1.59464 

3J9213 

294.724 

ULCav 

219.00 

224.00 


CY Pnund 

2.1724 

3.2782 

1.30S5 

2.7774 

241.245 
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Gold (ra'a) 

380 

380.5 

Sllrar 

4.94 

4.96 

Platinum (ta*s) 

384.5 

385.5 

AL (3 Months) 

1440 

1443 

CU (3 Months) 

2138 

2143 

Zinc ^ Months) 

1062 

1066 

Lead (3 Months) 

723 

728 

Nl (3 Months) 

7020 

7060 

Encrity 


CiitTcc (c/Ib«) 

119.33 

Coccia ($/ton) 

136$ 

Suitar (S/ion) 

310.5 

Wbnt (S/ton) 

140 

Sm'a (c/lbs) 

22.23 

Ten (iitt/kg) 

lie 

Barley ($/l»h) 

2.24 

Kn (S/ton) 

470 
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USD 

GBP 

JPY 

DEM 

FRF 

CHF 

ITL 


5.25 

5.37 

5>t0 

5.46 

5.65 

6.03 

6.40 

6.59 

6.78 

6.87 

0.34 

0.34 

0.51 

0.50 

0.59 

2.84 

3.06 

io6 

3.10 

3.15 

3.30 

3.33 

3.42 

3.45 

3.53 

1.72 

1.88 

2.00 

t.93 

2.18 

7.50 

7.29 

6.96 

6.76 

6.65 


’ JOD Cnus Rates 


.S‘p.11 

.Spur 

.Spiri 

.Spirf 

Sput 

Spill 

Spill 

sput 


US Dollar 
GBSlorllint! 
DE Mark 
CII Franc 
FR Franc 
.IP Yen 
NLCuildvr 
ITUra 


0.708 

1.1766 

04686 

0JS3 

0.1387 

0.6366 

0.4179 

0.4659 


0.710 

1.1825 

0.4709 

0.5558 

0.1394 

0.6398 

0.42 

0.4682 
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Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19} Be uncompli- 
cated in stating your 
wishes to others today, 
and then later this 
evening handle the situa- 
tion at home very pre-.L 
ciselv. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Get monetary 
matters nicely arranged 
in the morning today, and 
then later tonight go after 
outside activities with 
much enthusiasm. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Get personal 
affairs handled early this 
morning. .and then later 
you can work on mone- 
tary matters which can 
brine you an abundance. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get 
rid of limiting conditions 
at this time and then go to 
greater aims and gain 
greater success with the 
assistance of knowledge- 
able persons. 

LEO: ( July 22 to August 
21) Complete whatever 
has been started and gain 
personal aims. Try to 
please your friends. Set-^. 
tie down to a quics^, 
evening with your mate. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Try to get 
out.side affairs wisely 
handled with bigwigs 
today, and then later you 
can take care of your 
finest personal aims. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You can 
solve some new condi- 
tions at ^is lime so get 
busy at them, and show 
your finest talents to a 
bigwigs who can help 
with your success. 
SCORPIO: (October 2.3 
to November 2 1 ) This is a 
good day today for mak- 
ing out repons, paying 
bills and making collec- 
tions. before you look 
into some new outlet. 
SAGITTARrUS: ^ 

(November 22 to Decern- ' 
ber 21) You can make an 
agreement with a fellow 
associate in a most con- 
•scientious manner. The 
evening can be happy 
j with your mate. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
There are many small 
tasks which ne^ to be 
completed today, so get at 
them early, and then later 
this evening you can be 
with a fellow as.wciate. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Get 
upcoming social affairs 
nicely arranged with fel- 1 
low a.ssociates. Get a tal- 1 
cm developed for your 
prosperity. Don't neglect 
to handle your routine 
duties. 

PISCES: ( Febniao’ 20 to j 
March 20) Get busy at ail 
the duties awaiting your 
attention at this time, 
later tonight you can join 
a good friend at recre- 
ations you both enjoy. 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Sunday, November 17, 1996 


Regional body to attract more tourists through 
low cost travel and easier visa regulations 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A ■ group of 
eight Middle Eastern and 
North African (MENA) 
countries are working on 
low cost travel and easier 
visa regulations among the 
eight as a major segment in 
efforts to attract more 
tourists to the region. 


Officials representing the 
Middle East Mediterranean 
Travel and Tourism Associ- 
ation tMEMTTA). one of 
the insiirutions that sprang 
from the MENA confer- 
ences held in Casablanca 
and Amman in 1994 and 
1995. said facilitating 
cross-border travel is per- 
haps the most imponani 
key to developing tourism. 



Muasher: Jordan lacks 
good, wise management 


** FORMER MINISTER Anis Muasher described the 
Amman economic summit lust year us the most success- 
ful and as a great accomplishment in terms of organisa- 
□on and performance but, he pointed out. that the summit 
did not bring the hoped-for gain and benefit to Jordan and 
no returns in general were felt in the region. He indicated 
that attracting Arab and foreign investments to Jordon 
does not need conferences, meetings and invitations inas- 
much us preparing the adequate climate for inve.stmeni. 
“If the investment climate is suitable, the investors will 
bring their capital without invitation." Dr. Muasher said. 

Dr. Muasher stressed that the Kingdom was not ready 
to attract investments and said Jordan should rearrange its 
internal situation noting that Volk.swugen and Nestle were 
willing to set up projects in Jordan but hav-c decided 
against that move after failing to agree with, the con- 
cerned authorities on the investment. He gave the exam- 
ple of the Intel company which invested about $lb in 
Israel and noted that Tel Aviv paid S50 million from state 
funds to build a plant for the company as the Israeli gov- 
ernment was well aware of die benefits it ^^'ou]d reap 
from housing a $1000 million inve.stmcnt. 

Speaking at a meeting of the Ammon Rotar>' Club- 
West, Dr. Muasher called for forming u unified public 
opinion from the parties and public activists to specify 
the imbalances and take the government to task. He saw 
bureaucracy and customs as the main impediments to 
investments and said that customs procedures have 
become so complicated to the extent that it seems impos- 
sible to change. Dr. Muasher uiged substituting customs 
wi± sales tax as he blamed customs for the high cost of 
living in Jordan. 

He called for liffing restrictions on capital movement 
and noted that the Central Bank measures and restrictions, 
on foreigiT'exchange trigger feant among investors o\'er 
the strength nf die dinar in die future. Dr. Muasher also 
criticised the services that Jordan provides and described 
them as “below the levels which might serve new invest- 
ments". 

He called for raising the per capita income in the King- 
dom and said there was something wrong in the econom- 
ic regulations and the financial policies if the level of the 
per capita income remains around SI.200 a year. 

Dr. Muasher, who is the president of the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature and the Secretary-Gener- 
al of the Wa'ed Party, pointed out that Jordan was rich in 
the qualified and trained human resources and enjoyed 
security and stabilit>' but all whur it lacked is the “good 
and wise management.” 

He accused the present and previous governments of 
not being serious to privatise Royal Jordanian, saying that 
talk of such a process had been going on for eight years 
without any action being taken. 

He concluded by raising the issue of telephones which, 
he said, “practically hinder the flow of investments to the 
Kingdom,” (A1 Ra’i + Al Aswaqj. 


THE BETTER HALF« 


By Glasbergen 


GlA&eeRG&4 



“Stanley’s brother pushed him in 
the mud. For the past 38 years he’s 
been plotting the perfect revenge.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglnon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to eac^ square, to torm 
four ordinar) words. 


TOSOY 


' Y 

L A j 

r 



ewnteniM 

UTewM "c 


KELLN 



□ 

n 

n 

□ 

□ 







R 

ELOAP 




u 

□ 

J 


WHAT THE 

cameraman 

TO PHCTipGEAPH 

the auto race. 


ZACMEE 



r > 
5^ 

n 

J 


Nov/ iirrange the circled letters to 
form *he surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by trie above cerioer^ 


A “[Xm” OXI] 

/4.......Afe inmnrmuvl 


(Answers lomorrowj 

Jumbles: KINKY TITLE EITHER COMMON 
Answer; Why she didn't artswer Iho prwe - 
SHE WAS OM THE LINE 


The e.xecutive council of 
MEMTTA includes repre- 
sentatives from the eight 
member states — Tunisia, 
Morocco, Egypt, Jordan, 
Israel, the Palestinian terri- 
tories. Cyprus and Tuikey. 

Elhamy Elzuyat, chair- 
man of the council, said 
that one of the first 
MEMTTA projects is to 
have an arrangement under 
which u tourist could fly 
into any of the eight coun- 
tries on an air ticket that 
also allows him to travel 
among the eight and leave 
from any. 

“Of course ihi.s would 
take a lot of work since it 
involves ihc traffic rights of 
the airlines concern^, but 
since all the member coun- 
tries are represented in the 
executive council the 
process could be facilitat- 
ed.” Mr. Elzayut told u 
press conference in Cairo 
on the fringes of last week' 
MENA conference. 

Also envisaged are easi- 
er visa regulations and per- 
haps. at a later stage, some- 
thing like the eight-country 
Schenegen arrangement of 
the European Union (EU) 
under which a visa issued 
by any country which is 
puny to the agreement is 
valid for all other seven 
member coutries of the 
accord. 

Unlike some of the other 


institutions springing from 
the MENA conferences. 
MEMTTA, which is head- 
quartered in Tunis, has 
also the distinction of 
being financially supported 
by iMth the U.S. and the 
European Union. 

Addressing the MENA 
conference, Mr. Elzayac 
noted that tourism was one 
of the first areas to benefit 
from the Middle East peace 
process and, as such, the 
private sector is taking a 
keen interest in investing in 
the sector. 

'To increase travel to and 
from the region while 
strengthening the common 
glob^ network of compa- 
nies that ace actually pro- 
viding the services, the 
association (MEMTTA) is 
craphasing destination 
marketing, training and 
investment in the region,” 
he said. 

The close invoivemeni of 
American Express, one of 
the leading .services com- 
pany around the globe, is 
an ouLsuinding example of 
the private sector’s interest. 

Jim Li, a senior executive 
from American Express 
who chairs the MEMTTA 
America’s deci.sion, told 
the conference: “What is 
mi.ssing from most country 
promotions is a way to pro- 
mote sites across national 
boundaries, increasing this 


is what the discerning trav- 
elling public is looking 
for." 

He said MEMTTA bad 
produced a Middle 
Easi/Medite^ranean Travel 
Guide which includes Jor- 
don, Israel and Egypt and 
said it had been distributed 
to more than 50,(X)0 Amer- 
ican and international trav- 
el professionals. 

The consensus that 
emerged from the focused 
session on tourism at the 
MENA meeting in Cairo 
was that exploiting the full 
potential of tourism in the 
region could come only 
through institutionalised 
cooperation among the 
countries of the region and 
making cross-border travel 
as easy and less cumber- 
.some as possible for visi- 
tors. 


Work begins on first 
Palestinian industrial park 


KARNl CROSSING, Gaza 
Strip (AFP) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat broke 
ground here friday for the 
Erst Palestinian industrial 
park, one of nine planned to 
provide badly n^ed Jobs 
in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank. 

At a ceremony attended 
by U.S. Ambassador Martin 
Indyk and the director of 
the U.S. Agency for 
International Cteveiopment 
Christopher Crowley. Mr. 
Arafat said the Erst stage of 
the Gaza industrial estate 
would be completed within 
six months, but he provided 
DO details on the source of 
funding. 

Mr. Crowley said the 
United States would pro- 
vide support for off-site 
infrastructure for Kami and 


help create “the appropriate 
enabling environment to 
encourage potential 
investors” in the projecL 

“However, making the 
estate a reality will require 
continued cooperation and 
collaboration among all of 
the parties, including the 
Palestinians National 
Authority, the government 
of Israel ... and the donor 
community,” be said. 

As part of the Oslo peace 
process, three industrial 
parks were to be created 
with Israeli and Western 
financial help in the Gaza 
Strip and six in the West 
Bank to draw foreign 
investment to the Palestin- 
ian territories. But the pro- 
jects have been slow to get 
off the ground, in part due 
to disputes with Israel over 


their location and to the dis- 
couraging economic impact 
of Israel’s repeated restric- 
tions on movement in and 
out of the territories. 

At Friday's ceremony, 
Mr. Arafat demanded the 
immecUate lifting of the 
restrictions, which he said 
were costing the Palestinian 
areas “S7 to $9 million per 
day." 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher told a 
Mideast economic confer- 
ence in Cairo last week that 
the zones would be “mag- 
nets -for investment, jobs 
and especially for hope,” 
saying economic conditions 
in the territories needed to 
be improved quickly “if we 
are to give Palestinians a 
full and tangible stake in 
peace.” 


Debt reduction 
machinery seen ready 
for early start-up 


PARIS (AFP) — Key 
international Hnance insti- 
tutions and donors gave a 
fresh boost to an 
iatemationol debt plan for 
highly indebted poor coun- 
tries (HIPCs) in two days of 
talks that wound up here on 
Friday, officials said. 

The IMF and World Bank 
secured “unanimous sup- 
irort” for their joint debt ini- 
tiative from about 18 multi- 
lateral regional develop- 
ment banlu and aid funds, 
and expect it to reach take- 
off point within the next 
few weeks, senior partici- 
pants said. 

The plan, for the Erst time 
opening up for write-downs 
of debt owed to multilateral 
institutions, was endorsed 
by the 1 $0 members of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank in Washington on 
Sept. 30. 

IMF and bank officials 
held their Erst round of 
talks since the Washington 
annual meetings with 
envoys from about 30 
potential donor countries to 
discuss emerging proce- 


dures and technical 
arrangements and sound 
them out on their contribu- 
tions. 

,,Ug|mda, which has “gone, 
t&roiigh all the motions" to 
qualify for aid under the 
plan, seems set to be the 
nrsc country to exit Eom 
strenuous repetitive debt 
rescheduling exercises and 
ever-growing debt burdens, 
by year-end or early in 
1997. debt experts said. 

Mozambique, due to go 
before the Paris Club of 
ofEcial creditors here on 
Nov. 20, is also hoping to 
beneffi ffom the scheme, its 
finance minister said pri- 
vately here this week. 

Other debtors considered, 
likely early beneficiaries 
include Bolivia, Ivory 
Coast and Ethiopia. 

The scheme aims at cut- 
ting to manageable propor- 
tions the total debt of those 
poor debtors, mostly in 
Afiica, that show a track 
record of economic adjust- 
ment and reforms — so 
they can focus on develop- 
ing their economies and 
tackling poverty. 
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PAST 12 
BZra — 


MOWTHS 

LOW 


OONPAinr'S NAME 


P / E 


OXV. 


KO. 

OP 

TEARS. 


NO. OP 
SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


OPEN CZOSE CEAN6S 
PRICE PRICE 


2S3.000 2OS.OO0 
4.700 4.250 


1.250 
2.700 
1.200 
4. ISO 
3.930 
3.380 


.880 

2.120 

.880 

3.300 

1.400 

1.600 


ARAB BANK 
CAIRO ANHAV BARK 
MID. EAST IMV.BK. 
XNDOSnXAL OEV.BK. 
Jttt.6tH.F BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
ONION BK.SAV.ZNV. 
BBXX.AL-MAL (BEITRA) 


13.5 

S.8 

70.3 

5.2 

5.3 
17.7 

P 

1.1 


1.42 

3.53 

0.00 

6.19 

7.87 

0.00 

0.00 

6.29 


1 

1 

7 

1 

19 

3 

2 

3 


120 * 

2500 

3050 

250 

85350 

1000 

437 

aso 


29520 246.00 246.00 


10625 

3276 

563 

75962 

3683 

662 

1541 


4.40 

1.08 

2.25 

.89 

3.70 

1.50 

1.85 


4.25 
1.07 

2.25 
.89 

3.68 

1.52 


.15- 

. 01 - 


. 02 - 

. 02 + 



BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 188.24 XCBG: 

-0.03 

37 

93SS7 

125830 




* 

3.050 

2.600 

JORDAN coif INSOR. 

5.8 

5.81 

1 

1050 

2709 

2.72 

2.56 

.14- 


INSURANCE SSCMR TOTALS INDEX: 118 

19 XCBC: 

0.00 

1 

1050 

2709 





1.900 

1.450 

JOR.BLSCTRIC PWR. 

11.0 

7.55 

4 

3000 

4770 

1.59 

1.59 



3.660 

3.130 

ARAB ZNTL.ZNV.SDOC. 

13.4 

5.88 

1 

2600 

8840 

3.40 

3.40 



1.270 

.960 

XAREA BDOCATION 

g 

0.00 

3 

950 

988 

1.04 

1.04 



2.430 

1.700 

ONIFXBD CO. 

8.9 

5. as 

4 

750 

1275 

1.71 

1.70 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SSeXOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 108.69 SCHC: 

-0.03 

12 

7300 

15873 





3.770 

3.060 

MR. CEHSNT PACT. 

18.7 

3.06 

2 

2100 

6907 

3.28 

3.27 



5.960 

4. 780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.3 

3.51 

3 

700 

3990 

5.74 

5.70 

.04- 


10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PSTROL.RXPXNARX 

9.2 

8.77 

9 

2940 

26813 

9.13 

9.12 



3.7S0 

1.650 

ZNDOSTRZAL OOMH.ACR. 

26.2 

0.00 

1 

150 

293 

1.95 

1.95 

a 


4.870 

3.100 

ARAB PRARK. HARP. 

17.4 

6.33 

S 

423 

1342 

3.19 

j.l6 

.03- 


2.420 

1.660 

JOR.PIPES KAMPCf. 

9.3 

7.14 

2 

200 

338 

1.75 

*1.68 

.07- 


3.310 

2.500 

CBRERAL MINING 

6.5 

11.90 


100 

252 

2.65 

S3 

.13- 

* 

12.650 

9.000 

ARAB CHEH. DTRB6N. 

24.3 

3.37 

2 

ISO 

1335 

9.00 

8 90 

.10- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 FOOLTSr 

0 

0.00 

27 

26750 

14388 

.55 

53 

.02- 


1.500 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

7.8 

9.01 

3 

900 

1035 

1.15 

:.i5 



1.090 

.550 

NATIONAL XHDS. 

8.3 

10.71 

7 

5000 

2800 

.67 

.56 

.01- 


1.840' 

.940 

ZHTERHED . PETRO . CHEH . 

0 

0.00 

3 

1000 

973 

1.01 

.97 

.04- 


4.250 

2.200 

NATL.CABL8 WXRE.MPAC - 

-14.1 

0.00 

3 

750 

2706 

2.20 

3.31 

.11+ 

* 

1.350 

.770 

JOR. SDI.PSO-CBS< 

9 

0.00 

3 

500 

370 

.78 

.74 

. .4- 


1.910 

1.080 

ARAB PHARH.CHEM. 

22.1 

0.00 

1 

350 

295 

1.19 

'..18 

.Cl- 


3.280 

1.460 

tnrev. HODN.ZNDS. 

4.6 

13.16 

9 

1560 

3366 

1.56 

1.63 

.24- 


2.100 

1.140 

JW. ZHDS.RBSOORCKS 

17.3 

0.00 

6 

2500 

3440 

1.39 

1.38 

.01- 


1.580 

.890 

JOR. NEK CABLE CO. 

24.4 

0.00 

7 

3250 

3926 

.90 




2.460 

1.750 

£X -ZAX READY HEAR 

P 

0.00 

3 

600 

1143 

1.90 

1.91 



1.460 

1.080 

XHTL. TOBACCO 

26.6 

0.00 

4 

2150 

2344 

1.09 

1.09 



XMDOSXRXAL S1X30R TOTALS INDEX: 110.45 SCBBi -0.41 


103 


51963 


74952 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 147.35 XCSCI -0.18 


153 


153870 


219364 
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9N 


.790 

.800 

.950 

.930 

1.110 

1.000 

1.100 

1.080 

.830 

.880 

1.500 


.440 

.540 

.440 

.700 

.440 

.520 

.480 

.750 

.420 

.590 

.530 


CENTRAL GEN.ST0RA6B 
JOR.TRADB FAC. 

HATL . OOHMEE . CENTERS 
ONION XNV. 507 
ARAB PIN. INVEST. 
NATL. 'SWTTT.B 
NATL . MOLT . ENC . NAMZCO 
JORDAN STEEL 
ZNDS. ENC. 

KAIL. POOLTRX 
‘MID. BAST COMPLEX 


24.1 

14.4 

B 

67.9 
S 
fl 
E 
S 

25.9 
E 

7.7 


0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. ’ 


Outstanding designs. 


Amry. Hetsi Spops 
6:h Circle, 

Also in EfS7.fi 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabla 
area, third fkx)r, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 


Profeiaioiial Qn^hy) in 
1 Hour Service 


Develop your* colour fil» at 
our sb^ and gel:- 


• JVJIIVO 
J0% 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
vVILLAS 


* Free eefe 

ao M 30 



ShmciMni-*. 

Bank. Phone: 7154042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


BYBLOS 




EAL ESTATE 


FOR 

r RENT 

I Dl'iUNL \ flirts 




AppiMUT.cnis 
in -\rT;rr,an 


Fbr details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 







HOTEL APARTMEKTS 


THE IDEAL ADDSESS 
FOREMBASSIES, 
mPATRIATESStFAMIUES 


SINCE 1985 




SPECIAL PRICES 1 
iR LONGTERM - STAYi 


-ABDOIN- 

TKI.. S10150. F\\ S271I J 



(A 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuieirte 
Established 1977 
Open; Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30 -11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Resen/ation Required 



FOR RENT 


DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TFF :699369 
FAX : 704414 


HappifBMfss 

PaiUMtfUit ^ 

4 ^doidA 


OFENDAlLTmOlf 
. 10A.H- 1 AJI 
Tel. 5537199 . 
Fax 898537 


Umm Othaina 
tkeblnd Saa Rock 
H4>tel 


<TOWh HOTEL 


' INDOOR HEATED' 
SUMMMIN6 POOL/ 

- SHUNfl . JRCUZ2I 
& MflSSRfiE 
• FitNESS ROOM 
TENNIS 9 SQURSH. 

COURTS ' 

TEL 758180 

HROlQ&TVSTffnON RD. 






Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 
















Nagano ’98 Games 
operating costs go up 


CANCUN. Mexico (R) — Total operating 
costs for the 1998 Nagano Winter Olympics 
have already risen from 76 billion yen 
($684.4 million) to 94.5 billion yen ($851 
million) and could go up further, organisers 
have told the International Olympic 
Committee (lOC\. 

Makoto Kobayashi, director general of 
the Nagano organising committee, told an 
IOC meeting on Friday that he had been 
worried about the impact on Games 
finances of the strong yen seen last year, 
although the yen had since depreciated 
somewhat against the dollar. 

Kobayashi gave no new estimate of oper- 
ating costs for the Games but said he was 
confldent about receiving the 26.3 billion 
yen ($236.8 million) in sponsorship rev- 
enue needed by the committee. 

Olympic chiefs approved a ticketing plan 
put forward by the organisers, who said 
they expected ticket sales of around 5 bil- 
lion yen ($45 million). 

The ticketing scheme sets a top price of 
35.000 yen i$315) for the opening ceremo- 
ny. running down to 2.000 yen (S18) for 
certain luge, curling and snowboarding 
events. 

Kobayashi said a total 1.54 million .seats 
would available for the Games, which 


run from Februar>‘ 7-22. Of those. 260.(X)0 
would be set aside for Games-related per- 
sonnel. athletes and media, leaving i.28 
million tickets available for purchase. 

Of these. 710.000 would be sold dome.sti- 
cally. with a block of 100.000 at special 
rates for children, while 200.000 would be 
sold overseas and 370.000 would be ear- 
marked for IOC sponsors, international 
sport federations and others. 

Tickets will go on sale from early next 
year, he said. 

Asked how Nagano, which lies three 
hours west of Tokyo by train, would avoid 
transportation glitches of the kind seen at 
the 1996 Summer Games in Atlanta. 
Kobayashi said 1,300 buses and the same 
number of cars would be available and dri- 
vers would undergo thorough training. A 
new, high-speed ttoin link is also being 
built. 

Kobayashi reiterated that Nagano would 
not raise the start of the downhill ski course 
from the 1.680 metres above sea-level cur- 
rently planned. 

The International Ski Federation iFIS) 
has been pushing to have it raised to 1 .800 
metres but Kobayashi said this would be 
Illegal in Japan becau.se it would put the 
start in a national pork. 


Popov to resume swimming career 


CANBERRA (AP) — Dual Olympic 
Games swimming gold medalist Alexander 
Popov plans to return to the water next 
week for the first time since he wa.s stabbed 
in a Moscow street three months ago. 

Popov, who won two golds and two sil- 
vers at the Atlanta Olympic.s, was stabbed 
during an altercation with a group of water- 
melon sellers. A knife pene^ted his stom- 
ach. gra 2 ing his lungs, and put his sporting 
career in doubt. 

Popov, a 25-year-old Russian who trains 
at the Australian Institute of Sport said he 
is confident he will make a frill recovery 
from his injuries. 


“It won't affect me at all ... In reality it 
. wasn't that serious." he .said. 

“When I woke up ne.xt morning after the 
operation my head was absolutely clear and 
I realized everything and I thought 'alright. 
we'II go through that and 1*11 get back into 
it again*." 

Popov dismissed speculation he is con.sid- 
ering swimming for Australia at the 2000 
Olympics in Sydney, but did admit he was 
still considerinc applying for Austndian cit- 
izenship. 

Under existing legislation. Popov could 
still represent Russia if he held dual nation- 
alitv. 


Wihdat take over standings 
as Faisali lose 1st match 


By a Jordan Times 
SoaffJReporter 

AMMAN — A1 Wihdat 
climbed atop the Premier 
League soccer standings 
following the conclusion 
of the llth week of the 
competition Friday. 

The titleholders' 6-0 
cru.shing win over Shabab 
A1 Hus.sein gave them a 
24 point lead as Faisali 
dropped to second after 
their surprising 1-0 loss to 
A1 Jazireh who managed 
to end the former champi- 
ons' unbeaten streak. 

.A1 Ramtha remained 

' Team P V 

I 

j Wihdat 11 7 

. Faisali M 6 

Ramtha \\ 6 

! Hussein 11 5 

' Ahli II 4 

; Qadi.ssieh 1 1 2 

• S..A1 Hussein 1 1 2 

■ Jazireh 11 2 

. Kufrsoum 1 1 

I Qoquzi 11 


third after their 2-0 win 
over Qadissieh. A1 

Hussein also remained 
fourth after a 2-1 win 
overAl Qoqazi. 

The only match to end in 
a draw was Kufrsoum and 
A1 Ahli's 2-2 tie. 

• The clash of the top two 
teams in the Irbid 


Govemorate. Al Ramtha 
and Al Hvssein. .ttfps'the 
five-match schedule of the 
12th week. 

Other than that, the top 
teams have relatively easy 
opponents as Wihdat 
meet Qadissieh and Al 
Faisali meet Shabab Al 
Hussein. 


Wed. 

Thurs. 

Friday 

Friday 

Friday 


Schedule of 12ih week 
(all matches start at 2:30 p.m.l 
1 Jazireh — Ahli 
I Sh. Al Hussein — Faisali 
I Kufrsoum — Qoqazi 

I Qadissieh — Wihdat 

1 Hu.ssein — Ramtha 


.Amman 

Amman 

Mafraq 

Amman 

Irbid 


GF GA Pts 


Euro soccer boss apologises 
for racist comments 


STOCKHOLM iR) — The 
Swedish head of Europe's 
soccer body UEFA apolo- 
gised on Friday for com- 
ments he mode in a newspa- 
per article referring to 
•Africans as “Blackies." 

Lennart Johansson, seek- 
ing to calm a storm of out- 
rage o\er hi.s earlier newspa- 
per inteniew. told the 
Afionbladet daily he was not 
a racist and had not intended 
to insult .Africans. 

Johansson, who is a 
declared candidate for the 
presidency of the world's 
ruling soccer body FIF.A. 
was quoted in the same 
newspaper on Thursday as 
usinu racist temis to describe 


black people, calling them a 
Swedish w'ord which lron.s- 
lates 05 “darky" or "blackie." 

Johansson used the phrase 
when discussing events at a 
meeting in Africa to discuss 
soccer. 

Johansson was discussing 
the aigumenl he and huve- 
lange had been having about 
whether the Brazilian FIFA 
chief should have said that 
the 2006 World Cup should 
be awarded to Africa. 

Johansson, waking up on 
holiday in Germany to a 
storm of criiici.itm. said he 
had been correctly quoted by 
the newspaper. 

"I am .sorry... I cannpi recall 
swearing so many times but 


(hat doe.sn't affcci the con- 
tents. I cannot recall using 
the term "blackie'* but on the 
other hand i can't exclude 
it." he said. 

‘i am not a racist. I apolo- 
gise to anyone who interpret- 
ed h (the interview! ns if I 
was one.** he added. 

The 6“ -year-old Swede 
also said he did not think the 
row would affcci his bid to 
replace S I -yeur-old Joao 
Havelange as FIF.A presi- 
dent. 

“Everyone who knows me 
knows I am not the way 1 
have been described. Quite 
the contrary. I have many 
coloured friends, not the 
least in FIF.A.*' he said. 



Charlotte Hornets' forward Anthony Mason ( C) loses control of the ball as he runs 
into Chicago Bull defenders Dennis Rodman (91) and Michael Jordan (23) during 
first half NBA action in the Charlotte Coliseum. Chicago won 110-87 (Reuters photo) 

Hawks beat Heat; Bulls, Pistons win 


ATL.ANTA iRi — Tyrnnc 
Corbin scored 22 points and 
Eldridge Recasner made si.\ 
free throws in the final 
minute as the .Atlanta 
Hawks kept the Miami Heat 
to an NBA-record 21 point.s 
in ihe second half on the 
way to un 85-77 victory 
Friday. 

After the heat were called 
for an illegal defence tech- 
nical . foul. Christian 
Laettner made the free 
throw, pulling the Hawks 
within 74-73 wiih 2:50 left 
in the fourth quarter. 
Corbin made a three-pointer 
with 1:45 to go, putting the 
Hawks aliead for good. 76- 
74. It was .Alianla's first 
lead since the first quarter. 

"It was a great win for 
US." said .Atlanta coach 
Lenny Wilkin.s. "We had to 
be ready to play mentally 
and physically. I didn't 
want them to drop their 
heads at halftime, the big 
thing wiLs wc had to defend 
and we did that.'' 

In Boston. Ervin Johnson 
sank three free throw s in the 
fin.!! .54 seconds lifting the 
Denver Nuggets to their 
first win in Boston rhis 
decade, an 82-20 defeat of 
the Celtics. 

Johnson sank a pair of 
free throws with 54 seconds 
remaining to give Denver 
an SI -SO le.^d. After 
Biwton's Rick Fox missed a 
ihree-poimer with 3ft sec- 
onds left Johnson added 
another free throw with 1 .2 
seconds remaining. 

Dale eliis led the Nuggets 
with .)ft points. 

In Charlotte. Michael 
Jorditn scored 38 points and 
Scociie Pippen added 17 
point.s and seven assists 
the Chicago Bulls contin- 
ued to dominate <.ipponcn(s 
with a li0-$7 Jismuntline 
of the Cliarlotie Homers, 

Jordan, who always pUivs 
well ir, his home suite, hit 
l5-of-2.5 of sht'ls in just 29 
minutes. He also keyed a 
second-quarter nin before 
silling out the cmire fotirih 
quarter. 

"1 felt gwd tonight." 
Jordan said. "1 came oui 
aggressive and looked for 
my- shtii and ir felt giwd.** 

in Detroit. Grant Hill 
scored five of his 27 points 


in a key third-quarter run 
and Joe Dumors added 15 of 
his 25 in the second half to 
lead the surprising Detroit 
Pistons to a 95-84 victory 
over the Washington 
Bullets. 

“I thought it was the best 
, we've executed., offfensive- 
ly." Pistons coach Doug 
Collins said. “We went into 
the post, got double-teamed 
and moved the ball. We 
rebounded the ball and we 
didn't turn it over. 

At New Jersey, ex-net 
Kenny Anderson scored 22 
points, including a pair of 
free throws during a deci- 
sive fourth-quarter run. as 
the Ponland Trail Blazers 
kept New Jersey winle.ss 
with a 93-85 victory'. 

Clifford Robinson scored 
2i points, Isaiah Rider 
added 15 and Gary Trent 
had 10 for Ponland. 

Shawn Bradley ■ and 
Kendall Gill each scored 16 
points and Jayson Williams 
added 1.3 for New Jersey, 
which fell to 0-5 under new 
coach John CaVipari. 

In Philadelphia. Bobby 
Phills scored 26 points and 
Terrell Brandon hud eight of 
his 24 in a 14-0 fourth-gutu*- 
ter run as the Cleveland 
Cavaliers posted u 105-8^ 
victory' over the 
Philadelphia 76tTS. 

Brandon, who also dished 
om 13 assists, extended a 
two-point lead and begun 
(lie decisive run with a 
three-point phiv and cupped 
ir with a ihreo-puini field 
goal to make it 103-87 with 
62 seconds remaining. 

“After I missed my first 
three shuts. I asked coach if 
I was doing anything wrong 
niechoiiically." .said 

Brundun. “He said I wiLsn'i. 
so I weiii out and 1 hit my 
next shot. 


Derrick McKey and Fred 
Hoiberg each scored 15 
points for the Pacers. 

At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 21 points and John 
Stockton handed out a sea- 
son-high 18 assists os the 
.Utoijt^^^azz 

Vuncouv.er GriiuJies for the 
fifth straight time, 104-96. 

Greg Ostertog had career 
highs with 16 points and 20 
rebounds and Jeff Homacek 
also had (6 points for Utah. 

Blue Edwards scored 23 
points. Lawrence Moten. 21 
and Bryant Reeves hud 19 
for Vancouver. 

In Los Angeles. Eddie 
Jones scored a career-high 
32 points and Elden 
Campbell added 20 points 
and iO rebound.s os the Los 
Angeles Lakers remained 
undefeated at home with a 
107-100 victory over the 
Los Angeles Clippers. 

The Ltvkers uvpped the 
lOO-puint murk for just the 
second time this season in 
winning their fourth home 
game. Byron Scott added 19 
point.s. 

In Sacramento. Mitch 

Richmond scored 12 of his 
.seuson-high 30 points in the 
fourth quarter and 
Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf hud ^ 
nine of his 22 in u key third- 
quarter run as the 
Sacramento Kings defeated 
the Milwaukee Bucks. 103- 
‘W. 

Corliss Williamson added 
a season-high 22 points for 
Sucrametiio, which won for 
Ihe first lime in three games 
and improved to 3-5. 


NBA RESULT! 


Denver 82 

Atlama 85 

Detroit 95 

Portland 93 

Cleveland 105 

Chi«igo no 

Indiana 93 

Utuli i04 

LAUkers 107 

.Sucrumento 103 


Bt^ton 
Miami 
Wasliington 
New Jersey 
Phihidelphiu 
Charlorfc 
.S:ui Antonio 
Vancouver 
LA Clippers 
Milwaukee 


Italy’s Donadoni to 
re-sign with U.S. club 


new YORK (AP) — 
Italian midfielder Roberto 
Donadoni has agreed to a 
two-year contract extension 
with’ the New York-New' 
Jersey Metrostars. a major 
credibility boost for the 
United States* Major 
League soccer, Metrostars 
general manager Charlie 
StiiVitano said Friday. 

The deal, of which terms 
were not released, also 
includes a provision for 
Donadoni to continue with 
the team a.s assistant coach 
in charge of youth develop- 
ment should he decide to 
retire. 

"After two years «irc'il 
evaluate the situation to see 
if he is (Franco). Baresi-lUce, 
to see if he con and wants to 
play at 35. 

He's a pro and wants to 
moke sure he can play." 

Speculation in the 
European media, particular- 
ly in the Italian pFes.s, has 
mounted .since the final 
.ttoges of MLS' inaugural 
season that Donadoni 
would return to Italy, most 
likely his former club AC 
Milan. 

“U is not an easy deci- 
sion." Donadoni was quot- 
ed in Friday's editions of 
USA Today. "When I make 
a decision, I have to be 
totally convinced. In some 
ways. I feel like a pioneer, 
but I also feel a deeper 
responsibility. 

“I am making an act of 
fai^ in American soccer, 
and in the metrostars and 
their managemenL My first 
year here ha.s been a posi- 
tive experience. True, we 
didn't win the champi- 


onship, but it was the even- 
tual winners, DC United, 
who eliminated us. and we 
went out with our heads 
high." 

Besides AC Milan, Real 
Madrid also had tried to 
woo the Italian playmakcr. 

“The league does the 
actual work (on the con- 
tract). They were just very 
cooperative and worked 
very well," StiUiiano said. 
“So much (of Donadoni's 
decision) came down to 
local lifestyle and more 
importantly he believed 
club had the ability not only 
to attraa players, but that 
we were moving in the right 
direction, setting up a youth 
program, and that we have ax 
long-term goal to be one or 
the great clubs in the 
world," 

Stillitano said that with 
the Metrostars' tour of 
Colombia scheduled for 
later this month cancelled 
due to scheduling changes 
.in the South American 
countiy, he will accompany 
Donadoni to Italy in 
December to sign the deal. 

“Sunil Gulati fMLS 
deputy commissioner) and 
his agent have come to 
terms." Stillitano said. 
'They just have to draw the 
papers up, get them over to 
him and get it done." 

“It gives enormous credi- 
bility to us as a club and a 
league, not only to attract a 
player like Donadoni but 
keep him here." Stillitano^ 
said. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Schwarz to join Sainz at Ford 

LONDON (R) — Ford said on Friday they had si^ed 
German driver Axrnin Schwarz to their World Rally 
Championship t&am for 1997. Schwaiz, 33. will join 
Spaniard Carlos Sainz , twice world champion, in a new 
team run by former British rally champion and Ford dri- 
ver Malcolm Wilson. “We believe Malcolm is the man to 
go out and do the Job,” said Ford director Martin 
Whitaker. “He's a keen busine.ssman and competitor. I 
think it gives Ford motorsport some teeth again.” 

Brazil defeat Cameron 2-1 

CURl J IBA. Brazil lAP) — Brazir.*: national team easily 
faced down a young Cameroon team 2-1 in an exhibition 
game. Marked by violent play by Cameroon on a rain 
.soaked field. Brazil showed that even without 
Ronaidinho, Maurn Silva und Cafu they remain a 
formublc team to beat Brazil stoned scoring early in the 
first half with a goal off a penalty kick by Crovanni in the 
13th minute. Led by Oseas. Brazil kept up the pressure 
through the first half but failed to score. Late in the first 
half, Cameroon's Sieue wa.s expelled with a yellow cord 
for faults off of Cesar Prates und Oseas. Then early in the 
second half Djaminha scored a second goal off a pass by 
Denilson in the 47th minute. Despite a number of excel- 
lent plays by Brazil. Cameroon's goalie Njeukan played 
an imprc.ssivc game .saving his team from an even worse 
defeat. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WrrH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH KIRSCH 
CfM< U*w Sanfem 
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Opening Irad* Five * 

Bndge would be a gntn* fur chit- 
drrn if il were plojrcid wit); glass 
rardK. Huwrvcr. Uia npert ti^ns. 
CKiQ IB iiflrn ohle tn dniw to tnsnv 
inrirmrcs from :hc bidding nnd 
play that, ui nil iiik-nta .ind purpos- 
«R. pvrry hand in an opm hneh. 
Itcfe':* un esAfflptr. 

•Sinn ?wrth<iVBith.wr.r(* piann;; a 
16-T8 piiinl nn.immp rungn, ihp 
U-n* nnci the rivc-onrd nuit in ilie 
Nortii blind jui-t h,irc>r HL-tuflni «n 


iniitation.it raiM*. Obnousiy. with a 
full IS pntr.u SmiUi'n nccepUiMu is 
UIIIORUClC. 

Weal lerl .1 founb.brst apadr and 
dKlarcr raptured EanL's ten with 
she lonjj. Since there wa.e no route 
^ nine tnek^ without seniai; up 
diamond.’i, da*rt.irer led a low dull to 
cbo ten .ind thrn ran the queen of 
diamond.n to West's king. An West, 
would you knw the Imtim of the 
r,uecn of Rpidca and where East 
has an entry to haniT 
.Mobs rertainly. The lociuon of’ 
the queen of itpades is coin If it 
wrr ,n the EaM hand. Eiw would 
Juw pLiyud the lady, not the ten. nt 
the rirW irielt. Tnerefnn!. declarer 
raur.t have the queen nf epariin. 
Hnd East held a club higher ihm 
the ten. Ihfil detender wnoM have 
won the second trick, so declarer 
hold A K J of clubs. SimiterJy. 
M'j u-o'ild ha’.o nsen wiUi the aci* 
nf dianiunds at trick three, so 
rteelapcr nium hold that card as 
^cil. 

That occounD fur 17 pnints in the 
South h.ind, and leads to the 
ineriublv eonclufion East must 
Mtd the ace nf hearta. Therefore. 
West S!,|Q* qfiif! Co a hcort. Bus; no- 
eB with tho aee and reverts to 
spaelrs. and the defenders wUcrt 
tTKAd (or a thrertnek set. 
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CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Philadelphia 1 
Bruce Willis in 
12 Monkeys 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 

Philadelphia 2 
Tom Cruise ... in 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 . S;30, 10;30 


" CINEMA TEL69923S 

I PLAZA 

I “ ^ 

i Leslie Nelson ... in 

SPY HARD 

(In Dolby stereo) 

I 

'Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


CONCORD 


AirnttbUit Theatre & Cinema 
TEL: 616274 - 618275 


CONCORD “1" !• 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 1 1 Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
(In Dolby stereo) i I theatre group in the play entitled 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:15, 10:45 ’ i 

ii Five-^r Government 

vpcLoiif^Ur ii 

3:30, 6:15, e,S.I0:» i| »S’"“ 

Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Nabil & Hisham's Theatre 
TEL: 625155 

PRESENTS 

the SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is dosed Friday. Saturday A Sunday 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 




Jordan Times, Sunday, November 17, 1996 






Player profiles for ATP World Championship 
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BONN (R) — Profiles of 
the eight players who have 
qualified for next week's 
/\JP Tour World Champi- 
onship in Hanover: 

Pete Sampras 
OJ.S.) 


World ranking 1, 25, 

right-hander, career singles 
titles 43 (1996 titles 7). 

1996 singles titles: San 
Jose. Memphis, Hong 
Kong. Tok>'o, lodianapolis, 
U.S. O^n, Basel. 

Year in review: Sampras 
has now joined Jimmy 
Connors and John McEnroe 
as the only players to finish 
at top of rankings for four 
(or more) consecutive years 
— 1993-1996. W'on seven 
titles in eight finals. In 
addition to Lf.S. Open title, 
reached French Open semi- 
finals. In May, losr close 
friend and coach Tim Cul- 
likson who died of brain 
cancer. 


by reaching final of (he 
Australian Open for first 
time (lost to Boris Becker) 
and finished off Grand 
Slam season by reaching 
first final of U.S” Open (lost 
to Sampras). He also 
reached final of last year's 
championship in Frankfurt 
(lost to Becker). 


three months of season by 
reaching seven Hnais in 
nine loumaments, best 
stretch of his career. 
Reached Wimbledon quar- 
ter-finals and U.S. Open 
senoifinals (lost ro Sam- 
pras). 


Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
(Russia) 


Thomas Muster 
(Austria) 


Michael Chang 
OJ.S.) 


No. 3, 22, right-hander, 1 1 
(4) titles. 

1996 singles titles: Ade- 
laide, Prague, French Open' 
Lyon. 

This year achieved 
career-best of four singles 
titles in nine finals and also 
five doubles titles. Made 
biggest breakthrough of 
career by wiiming singles 
and doubles titJe.s at French 
Open, the first Russian to 
win a Grand Slam title. 
Showed con.sislency on all 
surfaces and is appearing in 
second consecutive World 
Championship. 


No. 2. 24, right-hander. 26 
(3) titles. 

1996 singles dtles: Indian 
Wells, Washington, Los 
Angeles. 

Joined Sampras and 
Goran Ivanisevic as top 10 
finishers on tour for fifth 
consecutive year and will 
flni.sh in top three for fust 
lime in career. Opened year 


Goran Ivanisevic 
(Croatia) 


No. 4, 25. left-hander, 17 
(3) titles. 

1996 singles titles: 
Zagreb. Dubai. Milan, Rot- 
terdam, Moscow. 

Big-serving Croat broke 
his old record of most aces 
on ATP Tour. Began first 


No. 5. 29, left-hander, 42 
(7) titles. 

1996 singles title: Mexico 
City, Estoril. Barcelona, 
Monte Carlo, Rome, 
Stuttgart-Outdoor, Bogota 

Strong clay-court player 
enjoyed bigge.st hi^lighi 
of season on Februaiy 
when he became the sec- 
ond-oldest player to rank 
number one for first time. 
Held top spot for one week 
and then again for five 
weks from March IJ to 
April 14. Reached U.S. 
Open quarterfinals but went 
out fourth round of French 
Open. Suffered nagging hip 
injury, in recent S^tuttgait 
and Paris tournaments. 
Appearing in third World 
Championship. 


Boris Becker 
(Germany) 



Thomas Muster 
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No. 6, 28. (29 on November 
22), right-hander, 48 (4) 

1996 singles titles: Aus- 
tralian Open, Queen’s, 
Vienna, Stuttgart-Indoor. 

Started the year brilliantly 
with defeat of Chang in 
Australian Open final, his 
first Grand Slam title since 
the 1991 Australian Open. 
Withdrew from French 
Open because of thigh mus- 
cle injuiy and had to aban- 
don Wimbledon campaign 
in third-round after tearing 
a tendon in his right wrist 
Missed 10 weeks but has 
bounced back to form on 
indoor courts beating Sam- 
pras over five sets in final 
of lost month's Stuttgart 
'touhiaihenit. ' Defending 


champion at championship, chest muscle. 


Andre Agassi 
(U,S.) 


Richard Krajicek 
(Netherlands) 


No. 7. 26, right-hander, 34 
(3) titles. 

1996 singles titles: Key 
Biscayne, Atlanta 

Olympics, Cincinnati. 

Began the year well by 
reaching semifinals of Aus- 
tralian Open and became 
the first American to win 
Olympic gold medal in sin- 
gles since 1924. Held the 
No. 1 ranking for two 
weeks (Jan 29-Feb 3) and 
reached semifinals of U.S. 
Open (lost to Chang). 


Missed last year's champi- 
ilfef 


onship because of pulled 


No. 8, 24, right-hander. 10 

U). 

1996 singles tide: Wim- 
bledon. 

Has won only one title 
this year but it was the 
biggest of his career — 
Wimbledon. He lost only 
one set during fortnight. 
Finished in top 10 for the 
first time since 1992. After 
first-round defeat by Stefan 
Edberg at U.S. Open, 
retired with a right knee 
injury in Davis Cup de v 
New Zealand and in quar- 
terfinals in Singapore. 


Woodies lose but enter doubles finals as favorites 
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HARTFORD iR) — Todd 
Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde lost their final 
round-Robin match Friday, 
but soil will be going to the . 
Phoen^ATT Tour Rubios 
championship semifinals as 
the favourites. 

The top-ranked Woodies, 
the dominant team in the 
world since they began fiiU- 
tiine partnership in 1991, 
fell to American Alex 
O’Brien and Canadian 
Sebasden Lareau, 4-6 6-3 
7-5. 

•‘Maybe, it's a good 
omen," said Woodbridge. 
“because die last time we 
won this event (1992) we 
also went into the semifi- 
nals with a loss." 

The final four is now set 
for Saturday, with the 
Woodies (2-1) playing 
Scott Connell of Canada 
and Byron Black of Zim- 
babwe (2-0) in one semifi- 
nal. lb the other bracket, 
O’Brien and lareau (2-1) 
will face David MaePher- 
son of Australia and Ameri- 
can Trevor Kronemann ( 1- 
2 ). 

IVevor and Kronemann 
sneaked in when the team 
of Daniel Nestor of Canada 
and Mark Knowles of the 
Bahamas was forced to pull 
ODt of their matches with 
Black and Connell Friday 
ni^t due to Nestor's rib 
injuiy. 

^ The Wooifies were up 5-2 
in the third set before fold- 
ing. “All 1 was thinking 
ateut then was' holding my 
serve,” said O'Brien, “then 
we’d see what happens.’' 

O'Brien held for 3-5, then 
Woodforde was serving for 
Ae match. Three straight 
volley errors by Woodforde 
gave O'Brien and Lareau 
opening they needed 
and they ran out the match 
by winning the last' five 
games. 

“I noticed that those guys 
(the Woodies) have a ten- 
dency to get tight when 
ihey’iig' ahead,*’ said 
O’Brien. “It happened the 
^e way in Cincinnati this 
year, . and we came from 
behind to beat them.’* 

. Fourth-ranked Jacco Elt- 
in^ '^d Paul Haarhuis, 
who Were beaten bv the 


Woodies the night before 
after squanders five 
match-points, suffered 
another damaging setback 
in the opening Friday 
match. 

The Dutchmen fell to pre- 
viously-winless Libor 
Plmek of Belgium and 
Byron Talbot of South 
Africa;, 6-7 (7-5), 7-5, 6-4. 

The tall and slender 
Pimek, guMty of some frtis- 
trating errors the day 
before, made amends with 
steady serves and crushing 
volleys against the Dutch 
Tandem. 


“Even though we knew 
going in we could not qual- 
ify for the semifinals, we 
just wanted to put on a good 
show," said TalboL ''And 
winning a few extra dollars 
didn't hurt. 

“Libor thought he played 
terrible Thursday nig^t, but 
he was the man today. He 
played some big points off 
his serve. 


(against the Woodies) and 
today we played a team that 
had nothing to lose," 
lamented Ha^uis. “They 
were just looser than us." 

Kronemann and 

Maepherson, another 0-2 
team going into the day's 
play, pulled a mild surprise 
in a 4-6, 7-5, 7-6 (7-2) vic- 
tory over Sweden's Jonas 
Bjorkman and Nicklas 


Kulti. 

Kronemann and 

Maepherson lost one match 
point at 6-5 on Bjorkman 's 
serve but won the final 
tiebreaker decisively. ”1 
thought we played a great 
tiebreaker,” said Krone- 
mann, who served out the 
match. “It’s been a long 
time since we won a match 
7-6 in the third.” 


“This is a nice way to end 
the year." 

The Dutchmen didn’t feel 
they played that badly. *^e 
should have won yesterday 


An Excellent Job Opportunity 

* An outgoing female with sales and office 

management background. 

* Fluent in English, preferably with other languages. 

* A car is a must. 

Interested candidates, call in 662722/23 
Mohammad Baddar or Anita Heel 


Luxurious Fully Furnished 
-Apartment For fient 


Area 330 sq.m., 2nd floor, -Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, 
opposite Greek and Korean Ambass. Residence. 3 
oedrooms, 4 bathrooms, salon, dining room, family 
room, kitchefi, telephone, independent central 
heating, garage, elevator. Annual rent. 

Tel: 666018 from 10:00 a.m, to 1:00 p.m. 




.... 

. ;VA“. 




Indian Buffet Daily 
12:30 - 3:30 

A Selection of Delicious Curries, 
Biryani Rice, 

Nan & Paratha 




JD4.500++ 

per person 


W>r . ■■■ ' < . 


For your nsservation call 659520 



Business Lunch 




Bukhara has a great deal for all you 
busy working people out there! 


During October 8c November 
we are offering our Business 
clients a set menu for lunch and -we guarantee 
that it will be served in less than w hour. 
Inter*Condnental Jordan - where 
we make things easier for you. 

forreserwtms, please eail 642361 aa, 2222 

One world. One hotel, 
^nrjyttely Ihter»Continental . .. 
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Graf easily beats Rubin 
to advance in Philadelphia 



German tennis star Steffi Graf hits a return to Chanda 
Rubin of the United States, during their match in the 
quarterfinals of the Advanta Championships at the 
DuPont Pavilion at ViUanova University. Graf beat 
Rubin 6-0 6-3 (Renters photo) 


PHU-ADELPHIA (R) — 
Steffi Giaf unleashed an 
impressive performance in a 
6-0, 6-3 victory over Chanda 
Rubin Friday night in the 
quarterfinals of the 
$450,000 Advanta Champi- 
onships Friday. 

Graf, the top seed and 
defending champion, will 
face unseeded American 
Marianne Werdel >^tmeyer, 
a 6-2, 6-3 winner over Bar- 
bara l^ulus of Austria, in the 
semifinals. 

In other quarterfinal 
matches, third-seed Jana 
Novotna used a variety of 
shots and approaches to 
blunt hard-hitting American 
Anne Miller 6-3, 6-0. 

Novotna’s opponent in the 
semifinals wiU be Yayuk 
Basuki, who defeated local 
Lisa Raymond 5-7, 6-3, 6-3. 

Earlier Friday, GraTs 
father, Peter, was released 
from jail in Mannheim, Ger- 
many. where he had been 
held for the last 15 months 
on charges of tax evasion. 

“Obviously I'm very 
happy for my father and my 
family,*' Graf said Friday. ‘T 
wish I could have been 
home, but I have two more 
weeks of tennis." 

Graf said she would return 
10 Germany after playing in 
next week's year-ending 
WTA Tour Championships, 
where she is also the defend- 
ing champion. 

Against Rubin, Graf sailed 
through the first set in 19 
minutes and didn't allow 
Rubin a game-point oppor- 
tunity until the fourth game 
of the second set Rubin held 
serve for the first time in the 
match to win that game, but 
couldn’t manage a break 
point on GraTs serve the 


rest of the match. 

Graf said she wasn’t sur- 
prised she was able to play 
so well after a long layoff. 
She had played in only one 
tournament since the U.S. 
Open due to a left knee 
injuiy. 

The veteran Novotna 
dropped the first three 
games to Miller before win- 
ning the next 12 games in a 
row, negating the 19-year- 
old's power from the base- 


line by utilizing her custom- 
aiy slices, drop shots and net 
approaches. 

Miller appeared to have 
Novotna broken in the fifth 
game of the second set, but 
Novotna’s double-fault was 
overruled by the chair 
umpire. Visibly affected. 
Miller hit her next tw'o 
returns out, and Novotna 
went on to hold serve and 
then won the match a game 
later. 


Veteran boxer laid to rest 


AMMAN (J.T) ■— Former Middle East 
boxing champion Adeeb Dasouqj was 
laid to rest Saturday, family members 
said. 

Mr. Dasouqi, was one of the leading 
boxers in Jordan and the region, having 
won the Palestinian championship in the 
1 940's before moving to Jordan where he 


was instrumental in the de<4flbpment of 
the sport. 

Mr. Dasouqi was also behind the rise of 
a generation of leading boxers who won 
gdd medals in the 1957 Arab Games in 
Beirut 

Mr. Dasouqi. who died at the age of 87, 
is survived by four sons. 


glfe Centuty Group 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 


)le for wianflgifig aod seperviang the entire production aspect of 
dlhy. randiifeiteg most hold a university degree in a related 
IS experience in production. All ^licams must be highly 
eadership qualities, have an excellent command of English, and 
iHd Industrial Estate ) 

The sueoessfii! appllcaoi will be responsil 
a mqor goM jewdiy manufiaeturiiig & 
rtittipliite 8 miniimim of fivC yCi 

motivated, have streogpenonality with 
be computer litente. ( Job locatioQ is at Ir 


The snccessfiil qjplicaxus win be engage 

d in the manufacturing, soldering and polishing of gold jewelry, 
dqrloma in Metal Working. Eiqrerience in Jewdiy is preferred 
arable. ( Job Locatioa is at libid hNhis&ial Estate ). 

4udes fmandal rewards compridng salary 

ated rocendves. plus mediea] benefits. 

nay tyjply in mnfirieneg faxing thdr CV to the attention of 
Administrarim, Fas (962-6) 601589, 

and proficiency of Eagjirii hogtage is de 

The remimention package *idc 
pedonnaace-rel 

Those meedag the above reqairements i 
President 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

A large multinational company opening a representative office in 

Amman requires: 

SECRETABY/OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

Must have: 

• Certificate or degree in business, commerce or other relevant field. 

• Excellent secretarial skills such as typing, filing, scheduling, 
self correspondence, etc. 

• Equal mastery of English and Arabic 

• Excellent working knowledge of MS Word, Excel and 
Han/ard Graphics or equivalent PC programs 

• Minimum 3 years experience, preferably in a 
multinational environment 

In addition to the above and in view of the expanded responsibilities 

that the position entails the ideal candidate will have: 

• Some fluency with numbers 

• The ability to grasp basic business concepts 

• The ability and eagerness to handle and coordinate various 
projects and a strong personality that allows her to grow in 
her job, acquire more responsibilities and deal confidently 
with customers, suppliers and colleagues. 

Please apply in strictest confidence with photo, references and full 

C.V. to: 

Mr. FADI R.K. CHAHROURI 
P.O.BOX 5414 
AMMAN 
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12 News 


Monitor force to 


begin setting truce 
line in north Iraq 


ANKARA (AFP) — A 
U.S.‘Sponsored peace mon- 
itoring force in northern 
Iraq will begin next week 
marking the ceasefire line 
betwr'een rival Kurdish fac- 
tions, officials said 
Saturday. 

The inierv'ention of the 
force, which sprang from 
the Oct. 31 truce accord 
mediated in Ankara by the 
United States, Britain and 
Turkey, will be the first of 
its kind since inter-Kurd 
fighting began in Iraq in 
1994. 

According to officials 
close to 'the Iraqi-Kurd 
negotiations, members of 
the force will mark the line 
along the positions of the 
two rival factions, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) and Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK), at the 
time of their OcL 23 cease- 
fire. 

Koi Sonjaq, the home- 
town of PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani, will remain in the 
hands of his ^up. while 
Massud Barzoni's l^P will 
maintain control of Oegaia. 
The two towns were the 
subject of fierce fighting 
between the two factions in 
September and October. 

On Friday, the KDP and 
PUK agreed to respect their 
Oct. 23 ceasefire at the end 
of U.S.-brokered peace in 
Ankara. 

Fighting raged in northern 
Iraq in late August as the 
KDP backed by Baghdad 
forces, captured the Iraqi 
Kurdish "capital" of Erbil 
from the PUK. 

Under U.S. pressure after 
two months of clashes, die 
two Kurd groups declared a 
ceasefire on Oct. 23 and 
pledged to seek a peaceful 
senlemeni to their dispute 
in a first round of Ankara 
falksonOct. 31. 

' The peace monitoring 
force is to be composed of 
neutral troops, including 
Turcomans and Assyrians, 
representing the third and 
fourth ethnic communities 
in Iraq after .<^rabs and 
Kurds. 

The supervisory peace 
monitoring group, based in 
Ankara, will also meet ne.xt 
week, officials said. 

Thi.s group, responsible 
for overseeing the peace 
monitoring force, is mode 
of representatives of the six 
members involved in the 
ceasefire negotiations: the 
United States, Britain. 
Turkey. KDP. PUK and 
Turcomans. 

During talks in Ankara on 
Friday. The Iraqi Kurd rivals 
also “agreed on the unde- 
sirability of forced move- 
ments of population on 
political grounds." said an 
official close to the talks 
who requested anonymity. 

The negotiations, which 
are aimed a concluding a 
final peace accord, are to 


resume next month, 
although on exact date has 
yet to be set, the official 
added. 

The PUK and KDP have 
been controlling the north 
in defiance of Baghdad 
since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war. But a conflict 
over power-sharing and tax 
revenue erupted in 1994 
and some 2.500 people 
have since been killed. 


Refugees return home 


About 30,000 Iraqi Kurds 
who took refiige in Iran 
have returned to northern 
Iraq over the past few days, 
the French relief group 
Doctors Without Borders 
said on Saturday. 

“The mass return that 
began Nov. 12 has been 
noted by our main teams in 
the Kileh camp" in west 
Azerbaijan province in 
northwest Inm along the 
Iraqi border, the group said 
in a statement released in 
Tehran. 

.The mcMjntain camp of 
Kileh housed between 

15.000 and 20,000 
refugees, the group said, 
adding that “almost all the 

35.000 refugees** in the 
region were “now returning 
to Iraq." 

According to the Iranian 
Interior Ministry, about 

70.000 Kurds fled to Iran 
in September to escape the 
PUK-KDP fighting in 
northern Iraq . 

Doctors Without Borders 
criticised Iran for its han- 
dling of the refugee crisis, 
voicing “deep concern 
about the Iraqi Kurd 
refugees' terrible living 
conditions." 

The relief group deplored 
the “total lack of coordina- 
tion on the part of Iranian 
authorities with its teams 
concerning the return of 
these reftigees." 

It also said that about 

35.000 Iraqi Kurd refugees 
were living in other Iranian 
provinces and faced “cold, 
precarious living condi- 
tions and that relocating 
them was a priority.'* 

International aid groups 
warned earlier this week of 
worsening conditions for 
some 65.000 Iraqi Kurdish 
refugees in Iranian comps, 
saying many children hud 
died of cold with the 
approaching winter. 

Doctors Without Borders 
said that negotiations 
between Iran and the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees have not pro- 
duced a plan to deal with 
the refugees. The medical 
aid group also called for 
international assistance for 
the refugees. 


Iraq: U.S. splitting 
hairs over sanctions 


(Continued from page 1) 


which has blocked the 
Securitv' Council from lift- 
ing or easing the sanctions, 
was “splining hairs*' over 
Iraq's compliance with 
U.N. conditions. 

“They always tr> to find 
loopholes delaying them 
from lifting the embargo." 
Mr. Ma'rouf said. The 
Security Council is the only 
body with the power to end 
sanctions. 

“Some parties are saying 
we have not met require- 
ments for dismantling muss 
weaponry. They are saying 
that there are... missiles sdil 
missing." he said. 

"Everything thut needed to 
be destroyed has been 
destroyed." 

“it is not in our interest lO' 
hide anything from the spe- 
cial commission." 

The U.N. Security 
Council voted this month to 
keep the sanctions in place, 
meaning that the ban on the 
export of Iraqi oil and on 
most imports, except for 
food, medicine and other 
humanitarian items, 

remained in force. 

A key condition for any 
lifting of the broad sanc- 


tions is a clean bill of health 
by the U.N. Special 

Commission (UNSCOM) 
in charge of eliminating 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Mr. Ma'rouf told the sum- 
mit in .a speech on Friday 
that the embargo was crip- 
pling Iraq. Aid agencies 
also have said the counCiy 
faces a tough winter 

because food and* medicines 
are in short supply. 

“The embargo imposed 
on Iraq has resulted in the 
destruction of the infra- 
structure of all the main 
sectors of production and 
services," he said. 

Baghdad signed an agree- 
menf with the United 
Nations, in May allowing it 
to sell S2 billion worth of 
oil every six months to buy 
food and medicine. 

The pact was about to be 
implemented in September 
but was halted when 
Baghdad sent troops into 
no^em Iraq to help one 
Kurdish faction fight anoth- 
er. 

The five-day .summit at 
the Rome headquarters of 
the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Oiganisation 
ends on Sunday. 



SHOW OF SUPPORT: Ousted Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto (centre^ 
arrives to meet supporters and well-wishers at Karchi airport on Saturday. Over 5,000 
of her supporters greeted her and joined in a procession to her residence at Bilawal 
House (Reuters photo) 


Hariri faces increasing 


opposition to media law 


BEIRirr (Ri — Lebanon's 
Prime Minister Rafik A1 
Hariri is facing a gathering 
storm of opposition after a 
mass meeting of critics 
from across the political and 
sectarian spectrum ^owed 
to stop his plans to curb the 
media. 

Friday evening's meeting 
of 700 politician.s. unionists 
and media workers seeking 
to stop the planned closure 
of scores of private r;uJio 
and television stations was 
the broadest demonstration 
of opposition .Mr. Hariri has 
faced in four years in office. 

It issued a series of 
demands going beyond the 
media issue to urge changc.>i 
in the priorities of Mr. 
Hariri's ambitious rccon- 
svuction drive and on key 
issues like taxation, mone- 
tary policy, public debt, the 
budtrei deficit and interest 


the shutdown of radio and 
television stations. 

Newspapers said the gath- 
ering showed that Mr. Hariri 
faced “a huge range of hos- 
tile forces". The fact that it 
took place at all raised ques- 
tions about the altitude of 
Syria's leader.^ U> the 52- 
year-old construction 
iycoon. they added. 

Syria has on estimated 
35.CKX) troops in Lebanon 
and is the couniry'*s main 
power broker. Lebanese 
politicians rarely make a 


move without going to 


rates. 

Expres‘iing ccKtcem about 
the burdens imposed on 
Lebanon by reconstruction, 
it urged the government “to 
reconsider the priorities of 
reconstruction and to strike 
a balance between the needs 
of the country and it.s ability 
to cany the burdens of those 
needs". 

It also demanded cancel- 
lation of a ban on public 
demonstrations that Mr. 
Hariri has imposed .since 
mid- 1993 and support for a 
proposal by in purliainen- 
lary deputies to postpone 


Damascus for con>ultations. 

Mr. Hariri, who has ruled 
since Oct. 1992. fonned his 
third govemnK’ni two 
weeks ago. hut is facing a 
groundswcU of difficulties 
on the domestic from. 

Only two months after he 
won cleaion to parliament 
with a his bloc of support- 
ers and appeaa*J to he in a 
uniquely pv>werfu) posiiHm 
he is ^sel by oppvisiiion 
inside his own cabinet, in 
parliament and from the 
increasingly united opposi- 
tion. 

TTiis week bis supporters 
in parliament won the chair- 
manship of only two of the 
17 commi.ssions fonned by 
the new house. 

New sp.'ipers called 

Friday's meeting an 
unprecedented gathering of 
hitherto muuially hostile 
politicians, parties and 
movements — both 


Muslim and Christian 
galvanised into action 
agtunst Mr. Hariri by a law 
due to close most private 
audiovisual media by Nov. 
30. 

Phrticipams included a 
galaxy of well-known 
politicians including three 
ex-premiers, an cx-speaker. 
13 parliamentary deputies 
and even promlnem govern- 
ment Minister Wulid 
Junbluti who has hcconie an 
outspoken critic of Mr. 
Hariri. 

The parties prc.scnt 
included llie pro-lninian 
Hizboliah (Puny of God), 
the pro-SyTian Arab 
Sociaii.st Baath Party, which 
has a minister in Mr. 
Hariri's cabinet, and the 
National Liberal Parly, an 
anii-.Syrian nationalist 
Christian gnnip. 

The audiovisual hiw 
which has anHJsed wide- 
spretid fears fi»r Lebanon's 
liberties, is designed to reg- 
ulate the media which 
sprang up during the 1975- 
civil war ft»r the first 


lime. 

Hi'nvcvcr. it liiLs been 
denounced as a ciuve-up 
since the handful oi new 
batudea-sting licences have 
gone to outlets owned by 
government and establish- 
ment figures, including Mr. 
Hariri, while all (^Hisitinn 
radios and televisions have 
been refased licences and 
are to be clc^d. 
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Andersson: Rabin killing 
stifled secret peace plan 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — 

Sweden's envoy to the 
Middle East says a plan for 
the final status of 
Jerusalem, Israeli settle- 
ments and a Palestinian 
state was ivoriced out in 
secret talks in Stockholm in 
1995, but never presented 
because of the assassination 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

In a Swedish radio inter- 
view broadcast Friday. Sten 
Andersson said he believed 
the plan was “the only 
way" to bring'peace to the 
region. 

According to the radio, 
the plan was to be printed 
by Rabin last May in con- 
nection with calling new 
elections. 

But Rabin was shot to 
death on Nov. 4. 1995. and 
his successor. Shimon 
Peres, decided to shelve the 
plan. Mr. Peres subsequent- 
ly lost the prime minister- 
ship to Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who takes a 
harder line towards the 


Palestinians. 

Mr. Andersson. inter- 
viewed in Cairo, where he 
was attending a Middle 
East economic conference, 
said he believed the plan 
was still viable ‘'and I hope 
the present government 
realises that." 

He declined to give 
details, saying the plan was 
still secret and “I cannot 
go into the details.” But the 
radio said the plan included 
proposals on refugees, set- 
tlements and borders, 
among other issues. 

A.sked which side would 
have to give up the most 
under the proposal. Mr. 
Andersson said “both sides 
would win." 

Mr. Andersson is a former 
Swedish foreign minister. 

In recent months there 
have been a number of 
reports of peace deals 
which never materialised 
becau.se of Rabin's oftsassi- 
nation and the subsequent 
change in Israel's govern- 
menL 


Clinton Urges support for 
Bosnia, Zaire missions 


HONOLULU (R) — 

President Bill Ginton. call- 
ing America the world's 
“indispensable nation," on 
Saturday said he approved 
plans to send U.S. troops to 
Bosnia and Rwanda after 
assurances their risks will 
be limited. 

Resting briefly in Hawaii 
before departing on 
Monday on a trip to 
Australia, the Philippines 
and Tluiland, Mr. Clinton 
used his weekly radio 
address to stress the 
nation'.s duties and interests 
on the world stage. 

“As I've said many times. 
America is the world's 
indi.spensable nation, the 
one the world looks to for 
leadership because of our 
strength and oiif values, "'he 
said. 

He said the problems in 
Bosnia and Rwanda “are 
part of America'.** responsi- 
bilities in the world" and 
noted Americans must “be 
ready to share our strength 
when our values and our 
inierests demand it." 

“I've .set out clear condi- 
tions for American partici- 
pation to minimi.se ri.sk and 
give our troops the best pos- 
sible chance to make a dif- 


ference." Mr. Clinton said. 

On Friday, before leaving 
on his 12-day trip. Mr. 
Clinton announced that he 
had agreed to commit 8,500 
U.S. ground troops to par- 
ticipate in a new NATO 
mts.sion aimed at fostering 
the peace accords in 
Bosnia. 

The current peacekeeping 
mission. which has 
involved about 20.000 U.S. 
forces in Bosnia for the past 
year, will be withdrawn. 
Mr. Clinton said the “new 
mission is clear, is limited, 
and is achiev’able." 

“Its focus should be pre- 
venting a renewal of fight- 
ing .so that reconstruction 
and reconcjliailpn can 
accelerate," Mr. Clinton 
said. 

In Zaire, where an esti- 
mated one million refugees 
from Rwanda face starva- 
tion and death because of 
renewed fighting among 
rival factions. Mr. Clinton 
said that “us the world's 
most powerful nation, we 
cannot turn our back when 
so many people, especially 
so many innocent children, 
ore at mortal ri.sk." 


Israeli diplomat to visit ‘spy’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Israeli diplomat based in 
Cairo is due to meet shortly 
(he Israeli being held in 
Egypi on charges of spying, 
an Israeli emba.ssy ofilciaJ 
said .Saiiiriluy. 

Israeli Coasul Gabbay 
Joshua is due to mum 
Sunday from Israel and will 
meet (he suspect Azzam 
.stxin “but the date 
of tlii.s meciing has not yet 
been set by the Egyptian 
nuthorilies." said Gil 
Yaacov. second in charge at 
the Israeli embassy in 
Cairo. 

Az/nm was arrested on 
Nov. 8 on charges of 
recruiting an Egyptian 
national to provide him 


with sensitive information. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said the ca.se had 
been irunsferrcd to the 
country's judicial system 
“and we will not intervene 
in affairs of justice." the 
government press reported 
Saturday. 

“It is the Israelis who arc 
attempting to turn this affair 
into a seasationai story." 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

Azzam, who worked at 
the Cairo plant of an Israeli 
textile firm. wa.s arre.sied 
shortly before the opening 
in the Egyptian capital of a 
regional economic confer- 
ence. 


Panels to expedite release of 
prisoners under Royal amnesty 


(Continued from page It 


because Jordan is an 
important country for the 
attainment of peace in the 
region. 

Replying to a question 
about the ongoing Israeli- 
Palesiinian negotiations on 
Israeli redeployment in 
Hebron. Dr. Muasher said 
Jordan hoped for agree- 
ment between the two 
sides. 

He said that King 
Hussein wds maintaining 
contacts with the 
Palestinian and Israeli 
leaders to bring their 
views closer. 

On Jordanian- Kuwaiti 
relations. Dr. Muasher 
said; “There arc positive 
signs and the visit by the 
director of the prime min- 
ister's office to Kuwait 
(two week-s acoi senes as 


a positive indicator 
towards the return of nor- 
mal relations between 
Jordan and Kuwait." 

On the killing of the 
Jordanian driver of a diplo- 
matic car on his way to 
Baghdad last week, the 
minister said: "This is not 
the first incident of its 
kind. We hope to receive a 
satisfactory result of the 
investigations into the inci- 
dent, which has been 
blamed on the hijdiway 
robbers." 

“We hop>e that there will 
be an official investigation 
and that the Iraqi govern- 
ment will provide adequate 
protection for the 
Jordanian diplomats in 
Iraq." he added. 


Israel seeks to maintain 
status quo — Kabariti 


(Cuotinued from page 1) 


will not force the 
i^c.siinians to give up 
Jcncsalcm in ihc final sci- 
tlcmeni. Wc will not lo.se 
hope and this fact is realised 
by the honourable Arabs 
who haw been hacking (lie 
Pate&iiniun people and their 
national uiitlicHiiy." 

Cemveying to the camp 
resiUenis gwlings from Hi.s 
Majesty King Huvsein, Mr. 
Knharili said that King 
Hussein umk pride in their 
allegiance. Tlie camp is 
ime o| ilie bases for Ihc eon- 
siniction of the Arab 
Nation and :m intellectual, 
cultural and spori*i ha.se for 
Ihc whole country, he 
added, 

“Our strength lies in our 
sacred unity. Wc only feel 


pride when wc arc aftiliated 
lo (he naiion and the coun- 
try which is for all people 
living in it," .*;tre.ssed the 
prime minister. “We reject 
the odd noi.ses mode by 
those trying to harm our 
national duty and harm our 
future. This great (Jordan) 
River docs not separate the 
two peoples. Wc want it to 
be a factor of unity .so that 
wc can be united and I sec 
this clearly in die cye.s and 
nn the faces of this audi- 
ence." Mr. Kabariti said. 

Noting that on the occa- 
sion he was exchanging 
g(ud wishes with the camp 
icsidcnts on King HiLssein's 
61 m birthday, the prime 
minister said that he was 
conveying the King's greet- 
ings and carrying the pco- 
plc'.s good wishes to the 


King. 

He pledged that the gov- 
ernment would e.xamtne ail 
the requests and demands 
submitt^ to him during his 
visit. 

"Acting upon directives 
from the King, the govern- 
ment will continue to uci 
towards bolstering national 
unity. We arc committed to 
respect the right of every- 
one to his citizenship 
because this is a humanitar- 
ian. morel and con.stitution- 
al right for all citizens. The 
government is totally com- 
mitted to honouring these 
righLs. Therefore the gov- 
ernment ha.s now token (he 
appropriate measures (o 
deal with any issues con- 
cerning temporary and per- 
manent pas-spons." he .said. 
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Lottery firm hunts 
for $3.5m winner 


let thear 


beooi 


LONDON (R) — The 
organisers of Britain's 
national lottery said they 
were trying to find an 89- 
yeor-old woman who says 
she has a winning ticket 
worth 2.1 million sterling 
pounds(S3.5 oiiilion). The 
woman wrote to her local 
new.spaper in eastern 
England, the Hull Daily 
Mail, saying her late hus- 
band bought the ticket in 
May but died before he 
could collect his winnings. 
She said she did not want 
to identify herself but said 
she wanted the money to 
go to the hospitals which 
looked after her husband 
when he was ill. Camelot, 
the firm which runs the 
weekly lottery draw, smd it 
would be unable to hand 
over the cash unless the 
pensioner was found by a 
deadline for winning 
claims next Thursday. 
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Finger leads police 
to carjack suspect 
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CHULA VISTA, 

California (R) — Police 
often use fingerprints to 
nab criminals this time they 
had the whole finger to 
lead them to a suspected 
caijacker. Police say the 
suspect. Victor Arreola, 
stopped a van in National 
City, north of San Diego, 
and ordered out (he driver. 
Emmanuel Baibuena, his 
wife and three children. 
But vi'hen .Arreola tried to 
get into the van on the dri- 
vitr's side. Baibuena. still in 
his seat, slammed the door, 
severing the middle finger 
on the suspect's right hand 
At a local hospital, prose- 
cutor Patrick Espinoza said 
^rreolo identified his fin- 
ger. ‘“Yeah, that's my fin- 
ger,* he (Arreola) said. The 
doctors were ready to reat- 
tach it, then the (police) 
officers said, ‘you’re under 
arrest for carjacking.’ 
That's when he changed his 
mind and said, ‘that's not 
my finger.'" Mr. Espinoza 
said. 
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Box of tarantuJamaj 
settle Chicago lawsuit 




CHICAGO (R) — A 
Chicago bu.*;inessman .said 
he may have to settle a 
legal dispute with a former 
partner by sending him a 
box of tarantulas. “I would 
think h may come to that. 1 
don't have anything in the 
bank." said Bryant Capiz. 
president of 

Arachnocentric. a mail- 
order company based here 
that sells exotic spiders. 
Mr. Cupiz. who calls him- 
self “the Spiderman.*' 
started the business six 
years ago. He later went 
into partnership with a 
friend. Raul Aldape. buithe 
two had u falling out. This 
week Mr. Aldape sued Mr> 
Capiz to get back his 
investment in the business. 
Mr. Capiz said Mr. Aldape 
wants $40,000 but may 
have to .settle for a portion 
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jUiAPi — The t'imiiy 
iok Saudi pa««en^:er 
'Saudi.AraMan airliner 
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of the inventory in the com- 
pany's small store. About 
2.0W spiders share shelf 
space at Arachnocealric 
with unu.sual snakes, 
lizards and pet supplies. 
Mr. Capiz said. 
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*Napoleon*s crown* 
vanishes from museum 
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AJACCIO. Corsica (R) — 
A gold crown celebrating 
the I noth unniversaiy of 
the start of French Emperor 
Napoleon's reign has been 
stolen from a museum in 
his naiive Corsica, ibe 
Ajaccio town hall said- 
Guardb realised the 1 . 8 - 
kilogramrae crown had 
vanished when (hey were 
closing Ajaccio's 

Napoleonic Museum on 
Thursday, the town hall 
Miid. Known a.s 
Napoleon's crown.” if* 
was made in 1899 — lone 
after the emperor died -- 
to celebrate the centennial 
of his coming to power in a 
triumvirate 
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